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Wedding Rites and Sahala Belief
among the Toba Batak Immigrants in Medan

KIMURA Toshiaki

In this paper I examine changes in the wedding ceremony among the Toba
Batak immigrants in Medan, especially with regard to their Sahala belief.
Sahala is the power believed possessed by “wife giver” groups, and have
good or bad influences on their “wife receiver” groups. In every Toba
Batak’s rites of passage, the “wife giver” groups are invited and bless
their “wife receivers” with Ulos, a kind of traditional woven material.
This Ulos gift plays an important role in wedding rites. According to
Toba Batak customary law, only six Uloses need to be given in a wedding
rite, but nowadays the number of Ulos reaches more than one hundred in
Medan.

In this paper I try to understand this increase in Ulos gift-giving from
the viewpoint of van der Leeuw’s concept of the conflict between Gestalt
(Form) and religious experience.
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Essai sur la morale laique et la religion
sous la troisieme République en France

Parcours de la réforme de I’enseignement
dans les années 1880 et ses influences

TEDO Kiyonobu

La morale laique et la religion se distinguent en droit. Cette idée nous
conditionne encore aujourd’hui. Alors, ex fait, il faut aussi tenir compte
de cette intention de séparation, et nous trouvons quelques plans religieux
de la laicité. Religion civile; cette conception de Rousseau, développée
par Bellah, peut indiquer la religiosité de la laicité. Antagonisme ; assez
paradoxalement, on a tenu l'anti-cléricalisme républicain pour une sorte
de religion. Continuité ; pour concilier des conflits de « deux France », des
compromis sont adoptés dont I'un est d’inscrire « devoirs envers Dieu »
dans le programme de I’enseignement.

Au travers des discours de Jules Ferry, de la mentalité des instituteurs,
nous découvrons la réalité de la morale laique a cette époque-la.
D’ailleurs, c’était une époque oll la conception de la religion était limitée
petit & petit politiquement, mais on peut dire que certains chercheurs
tentent de la définir 4 nouveau, relativement largement. La laicité n’est
pas seulement une réduction sociale de la religion, mais aussi elle instaure
un nouveau rapport des hommes vers 1a religion ; dans ce systéme, chacun
pourrait étre obligé de chercher son propre chemin.
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Sugiyama Tatsuko and Her Successors
KAWAKAMI Mitsuyo

Japan is quickly becoming a society with a large proportion of elderly
citizens, which presents new challenges in the area of social welfare.
Shotoku Taishi, a follower of the Lotus Sutra, was a pioneer of social
work in Japan, and the earliest welfare facilities in Japan were established
at Tenno-ji under his inspiration. This is an example of the spirit of the
Lotus Sutra and how it contributes to the spirit of social welfare.

In Aichi Prefecture there was a follower of the Lotus Sutra who acted
on her sense of duty as an upholder of the Lotus Sutra by working to help
the poor and other disadvantaged people. Sugiyama Tatsuko, sometimes
called “the female Nichiren” and “the founder of volunteer work,” estab-
lished the Bukkyo Kanka Kyiisaikai (Buddhist Association for Reform
and Charity) in Nagoya in 1909 to help the poor, orphans, and leprosy
patients, based on the spirit of the Lotus Sutra.

After the end of the war (1945) this organization split into five parts, but
still serves as part of only a few private social welfare institutions in
Japan. This group also runs schools to educate social workers, and has
begun a mission in India in an attempt to reintroduce Mahayana Bud-
dhism. This article is based on a survey I began as a result of interest in
this organization’s activities and ideals. First I will introduce the life of
Tatsuko and the history of her organization, and then trace how the
various branches of this group have developed and survived, and how they
have developed Tatsuko’s teachings.
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Change and Persistence of Miyaza in Modern Times

A Case Study of Miyaza (Jinka) of Kamo Shrine in Fukuoka Prefecture
YAMAGUCHI Nobue

Miyaza (an organization for worshipping at a shrine) has been a major
subject in studies of Japanese rural society. However, most of those
works deal with miyaza in the premodern period. The purpose of this
article is to make clear the change of its structure and function in modern
times, from the Meiji era to the postwar years, by examining the case of
miyaza of Kamo shrine in the town of Ukiha, Fukuoka prefecture.

Miyaza of Kamo shrine, originally called jinka, consisted of dominant
families in Yamakita village, and its membership was restricted to a small
number. Thus jinka was a group of village leaders as well as a worship-
ping group. There were instances, however, of political or economical
conflict among them. In 1878 two major members sued the village
headman, who was also a member of jinka, claiming common ownership.
Each time these conflicts occurred, there was a possibility of seriously
damaging the unity of the village. What calmed or helped to avoid these
bad situations were a network of kinship within the village, conflict with
other villages, and ceremonies of jinka. In order to oppose the other
village, for example in the case of an irrigation dispute, villagers (espe-
cially the jinka members as village leader), had to periodically restore
social unity.

On the other hand, the organization of jinka itself was subjected to great
changes since the Restoration. The jinka was merged into new larger
miyaza in 1875. The former members of jinka still hold ashram, or uchiza,
and every year the ceremony of uchiza was held at the house of a priest.
However, this ceremony was finally abolished in 1929, and the formal
organization of former jinka members disappeared. Despite all these
changes, the families who once formed jinka are still the core members of
the village today. They took over the function of jinka, and still play a
role as village leader in charge of maintaining the unity and autonomy of
the village.
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