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K1 TAVHIBHMOKEROH

A £XR 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992

Y AANd 2.24 2.49 2.76 3.21 3.23
TIAN 38.32 36.35 35.86 40.93 40.45
FUVF 20.30 32.57 34.55 35.31 42.45
F—H YR 6.66 6.98 7.22 8.43 8.47
HVTANET 38.09 37.82 40.12 40.43 43.21
ans R 31.32 40.03 33.73 41.58 40.87
axFhHy b 12.81 13.72 15.77 15.30 17.21
FIULT 12.62 17.14 19.82 18.91 15.68
a0 v ETERIK * * * * *
oy s 30.56 32.65 34.46 38.76 35.50
Ya—Y7 4.29 4.27 5.03 7.02 8.14
N 54.13 50.16 49.48 55.43 55.71
T A S K 16.05 18.32 26.84 27.49 29.46
404 11.93 12.41 12.04 14.65 14.27
AYF4TF 6.53 6.74 7.23 7.73 8.76
TAAT 7.51 8.46 8.04 10.04 9.94
F YA 6.08 6.04 7.17 7.88 8.02
U8y F— 3.16 3.95 3.41 3.42 3.61
NADTF 3.7 4.09 4.99 5.68 6.38
A4 21.3 22.32 23.90 24.68 28.31
AY—FF 12.55 15.15 14.55 14.11 15.28
FHFa—tyV 13.36 13.93 14.56 17.70 18.05
IvHY 15.71 16.09 17.26 18.48 20.00
AV 14.72 15.60 16.16 17.60 18.84
TYYyEe * 1.78 1.84 2.12 2.41
IXYA 7.25 8.16 8.78 9.00 12.40
S Yz 28.22 35.50 36.54 37.69 38.65
E S S 8.37 6.92 7.61 8.33 9.88
xS 43.25 50.89 51.86 60.08 52.38
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Za=NYTVr— 21.31 21.94 22.19 26.17 27.10
Za—Yr—Y4 19.31 20.57 20.96 21.11 21.90
Za—AF 16.24 17.31 19.52 21.41 20.89
Za—3—=7 13.52 13.82 14.31 14.99 14.32
J—=RAaTAF 6.47 7.10 8.20 8.86 10.38
J—RFay * * * * *
AoNA A 11.29 12.18 12.70 14.36 15.02
X7 Ik 4.13 4.20 4.67 4.79 4.87
Avay 33.23 33.60 34.95 38.17 42.25
RPN ZT 8.28 9.07 9.85 10.87 12.46
o—RFN7A4 7K 15.35 14.70 14.74 16.21 24.50
HoAHYF 5.10 5.74 6.09 6.41 6.67
YR * * * 7.43 7.51
FTARY— 2.57 3.32 3.55 3.82 4.60
T E*YA 7.09 7.30 7.28 8.77 8.96
2y 11.83 9.02 7.95 10.18 11.63
N—F b 26.79 30.90 33.40 34.53 35.00
NPT 9.00 11.34 12.81 12.77 13.23
A 40.23 43.50 42.74 43.29 44 .11
VIAIN=Y 2T 2.26 2.43 2.85 3.00 3.19
VA4ARAYY Y 11.46 12.50 12.98 14.10 15.91
TAAIVT * * * * *
K 15.30 16.40 17.00 18.50 #719.00

* ENZKEBGHY 4 LUTF M

R2 KERDKE L CANA DFHI

w | womog | 7moo BT | rmon | mos oo
1987 15.2 14.9 +0.3 22.5 n

1988 15.3 15.7 —0.4 22.2 Vi

1989 16.4 16.2 +0.2 22.3 26.8

1990 17.0 16.9 +0.1 22.33 26.87

1991 18.50 17.47 +1.03 25.11 32.41
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The Scattering of Cremated Remains and
Cemetery Laws and Regulations Concerning the
Environment

Masao FU]JII

Recently, the scattering of cremated remains in the mountains and
from ships at sea has become a critical social problem in Japan due to a
lack of regulation. On the other hand, in England, Germany, Switzerland,
and the Czech Republic, for example, cremated remains may only be
scattered in cemeteries dedicated exclusively to this purpose and which
are heavily regulated. Such locations are called “scattering grounds.”
“scattering gardens” or “anonym.” And, in the United States, especially
in the Pacific region states of Washington, Oregon, California, Alaska, and
Hawaii, cremated remains may be scattered in scattering gardens, at sea,
or in public waterways. Western laws are characterized by their compre-
hensiveness in relation to funerals, cremation, and cemeteries as a whole.
This paper considers the laws and regulations in Europe and the United
States. Finally, it is concluded that burial laws in Japan must be rewritten
immediately and the system of scattering regulated.
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A Regional Study of the Sphere of Religion
of the Kanemura Betsuvai Shrine

Keisuke MATSUI

This paper seeks to clarify the sphere of religion of the Kanemura
Betsurai Shrine (Betsurai Shrine for short) in Tsukuba, Ibaraki Prefec-
ture, through an analysis of the distribution of fraternities and worship-
pers.

To accomplish this purpose, this study was conducted in the following
two steps. First, the author mapped distributions of fraternities and
worshippers. Second, these distributions were analyzed from the view-
point of relationships between religious faith and landform.

The thunder faith has two dimensions. In this study, the Befsurai Shrine
faith involves a kind of thunder god which can be characterized as the god
or master of rainfall. It also appears that the location of landform
settlements has something to do with the mode of Befsurai Shrine faith. In
settlements on the diluvial upland, it appears as a cult of invocations for
rain. On the other hand, people living in the alluvial lowland believed in
a god of prevention of thunder and/or flood damage.

The difference in faith can also be grasped in relation to the relative
distance from the Betsura: Shrine. There are differences in the mode of
fraternities between those nearer to and farther from the Befsura: Shrine.
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Views of Nature and Religion in MINAKATA
Kumagusu’s Writings
Naoya HAGA

MINAKATA Kumagusu (1876-1941), a biologist and great scholar of
religion and folklore, was also a great naturalist and ecologist. This paper
takes up his thoughts on life, nature, religion, and science from the
viewpoint of a dynamic holistic ecology.

Although as a biologist he conducted researches on the classification of
myxomycetes (mycetozoa according to his naming), Minakata was not a
mere taxonomist. He was not only a scientist, but also an activist for the
conservation of the natural environment. He protested against the Shrine
Mergers proposed by the Meiji government, because this policy was badly
used and the shrine forests were destroyed by the local government. The
forests were the location of his research on mycetozoa and other plants.
Their disappearance, therefore, was a crisis for life itself and for him
personally.

It is said that Minakata was a pioneer in the ecological movement in
Japan. He was very active in the protection of nature, but his practice
against the Shrine Mergers differed from present popular movements to
protect nature. In a sense, his interest was ego-centric. It was, however,
not anthropo-centric because Minakata intended to conserve shrine pre-
cincts wholly from a naturalistic and vitalistic standpoint. According to
Minakata’s way of thinking, human beings belong to Nature in the same
way that mycetozoa do. Therefore, what threatens mycetozoa also
threatens human beings. Destroying Nature is equivalent to ruining the
living relation between human beings and Nature.

According to Minakata, religion is inseparable from science. While
both intend to explain the Great Wonder of Life, Mahayana (Great
Vehicle) Buddhism, in particular Shingon Tantric Buddhism, is superior
to science in being more fully able to explain phenomena of Nature, or the
Great Life of the Cosmos, the Dainichi-Nyorai (the Symbol of Cosmos-
wide Life).

viii (263



The Religious Nature of a Social-Ecological System
Minoru SONODA

At the 1992 United Nations Earth Summit for Environment and Devel-
opment in Rio, member nations brought their concerns to bear on the
grave issues of sustainable development. Unanimous in their resolve, the
summit released The Rio Declaration and Agenda Twenty-One. And. at
a related conference, the Global Forum, which was held in Rio simultane-
ously, spiritual and parliamentary leaders from around the world were
joined by industry figures, artists, and scientists for three days of delibera-
tion. The Global Forum culminated with a joint statement emphasizing
that the present global environmental crisis is, in fact, an inner crisis of
human spirit. As such, this crisis sternly suggests that it is critical for us
to reevaluate our societies’ materialistic values in order to embrace deep
and lasting change. The message for religion is that our world and its all-
infusing life energy is the very abundance of god, that we must reacknowl-
edge the immanence of god everywhere and in all things.

This is something for us to learn from the indigenous peoples whose
wisdom of coexistence we so admire.

I wish to share my concept of Japan as a culture which symbolically
assimilates life cycles and processes of the natural world, a style of
civilization which I consider a “social-ecological system.” My perspective
views such social-ecological systems by region. The natural phenomena
of a region provide a structure upon which the inner spiritual world of its
community is projected and externalized. As one example, sacred groves
are found for every level of community in Japan. My report will hopefully
illuminate this concept of a social-ecological system through the presenta-
tion of my own case studies of Japanese communities and their sacred
groves.
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Religious Representations and Nature in
Rural Communities

Kazunori KOGA

This paper investigates the relationships between religion and nature
with reference to Leach’s material symbolization in which religious rituals
make nature the object of representations of metaphysical life-worlds.

This paper treats two religious phenomena in rural communities. The
first chapter looks into Aenokoto, a rite which developed in Noto in
Ishikawa Prefecture. Two dimensions, the manifest and the latent, are
pointed out in the rite. The rite latently expresses the change in a life-time
in terms of the seasonal change from autumn to winter.

The second chapter looks into the religious phenomena on the border of
one rural community, Inobe, in Shiga Prefecture from the viewpoint of the
material symbolization of the life-space of the inhabitants. Finally, by
analyzing the symbolizations of the phenomena, it becomes clear that
what is represented is the order of the community.
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The Idea of Nature in Japanese Folk Religion
Hitoshi MIYAKE

A certain world-view can be seen in Japanese folk religion. Nature is
comprised of the sun, the moon, stars, mountains, villages, rivers, the sea,
and animals and plants living on the land. Human beings and gods are
also included in this view of nature. All living things on the land exist
under the light of the sun, the waxing and waning of the moon, and the
rain.

The sun is the standard by which day and night and the four seasons are
determined. And the waxing and waning of the moon is the criterion for
determining the months. All living things including humans, therefore,
have lived according to the movements of the sun and moon. In particular,
the changing of the moon in this view is linked to the sowing of seeds,
germination, ripening, and, moreover, to menstruation, conception, and
birth.

After death, the soul removes to the mountains or the sea which are
considered as the other-world where it is believed one becomes a “kami,”
or deity. Ancestors, as deities, descend to the village in the spring to
observe the cultivation of rice. The ancestral deities then return to the
mountains in the autumn.

Moreover, the spirits of ancestors residing in the mountains and the sea,
descend to the village carried along by the river or tides and are reborn as
babies.

In the Japanese natural folk religion, human beings accept the rhythms
of nature as a rhythm that originates in one's inner self, and to live in this
“nature of one’s inner self” is believed to be good.
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Nature, Experience, and Deity : Whitehead’s Essay
on Cosmology

Yoshitaka ANDO

In Science and the Modern World, Whitehead examined problems
arising from the influence of science on modern philosophy and began
constructing “the philosophy of organism” to overcome scientific material-
ism. He pointed out the bifurcation of mind and matter in modern
philosophy and the fallacy of misplaced concreteness in science. Hence, he
resorted to immediate experience by proposing “prehension” as an ulti-
mate aspect of Nature. He conceived “prehension” as an experience of
uncognitive perception. In Process and Reality, “prehension” was devel-
oped alongside the idea of “actual entity,” a unit of immediate experience.
Whitehead thus formulated an atomistic cosmology similar to
monadology in which Nature is then expressed as manifold of actual
entities. In this scheme, another element, the “eternal object,” is derived
from Platonic “form.” But in Whitehead’s work, this is considered pure
potentiality, while actual entity is actuality. An actual entity prehends
eternal objects in gaining a purpose for realization. Whitehead suggested
Deity from an aesthetic order of Nature. In his cosmology, God was
conceived to be the Principle of Creation. God contains primordial nature
which introduces eternal objects as a lure of realization. All actual
entities share with God their self-causation. And through the consequent
nature of God, God saves the world by realizing it. In his essay on
cosmology, Whitehead revived the philosophy of Nature at the same time
that Nature restored Deity.
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Man as a Natural Phenomenon
Muneo TOKUNAGA

Classical Samkhya, one of the six orthodox philosophical schools of
Classical India, is characterized by the dualism of Spirit and Nature, and
strict atheism. The Samkhyakarik3, the oldest extant text of this school
composed by I&varakrsna in the fourth or the fifth century A. D., gives a
concise account of Spirit and Nature, the evolution of the twenty-three
Tattvas from Nature, and other related topics.

After a brief comment on the notion of Nature among ancient Indians,
I will focus attention on the structure of man put forth in the Karika and
ascertain that man or a transmigrating being is not found as a Tattva in
the doctrine of Classical Samkhya.

Then I will make a survey of the evolution of the Tattvas from Nature,
described in this text, in search of man or a transmigrating being with the
consequent result that man exists not as a Tattva but as a natural
phenomenon produced by the twenty-three evolutes of Nature in this
philosophical school.

Finally, 1 will go on to the theoretical problem that confronts Classical
Samkhya and other philosophical schools bent on the quest for emancipa-
tion (moksa), and discuss how this problem is solved in the philosophies of
the medieval religious literature and the Bhagavatapurana.
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Naturanschauung im Alten und Neuen Testament
Sasagu ARAI

Im Alten Testament lassen sich zweil Typen fiir die Bestimmung des
Verhiltnisses zwischen Gott, Mensch und Natur unterscheiden. Der erste
Typ A zeigt die Struktur<Gott-Mensch>»contra<Natur>». Hier steht
der von Gott als sein Ebenbild geschaffene Mensch iiber den anderen
Geschopfen (Natur) ; tiber diese zu herrschen, ist das ihm von Gott
verliehene Privileg. Der zweite Typ B zeigt die Struktur €Gott>contra<
Mensch-Natur>. Hier wird der Mensch verstanden als Geschopf, das Gott
aus Erde vom Ackerboden (Natur) geformt und mit dem Lebensatmen
ausgestattet hat, damit er “den Ackerboden bestellt” (wortlich: “dem
Ackerboden dient”). Wie der Mensch, werden also auch die anderen
Geschopfe aus Erde vom Ackerboden geformt, mit dem Lebensatmen
ausgestattet und kehren zum Ackerboden zuriick. Den Typ A bezeugt die
Quelle P (Priesterschrift), den Typ B die Quelle J (Jahwist). Insgesamt
bezeugt das Alte Testament letzteren hiufiger als ersteren. Vor allem bei
Deutero-Isaias und in der Weisheitsliteratur tiberwiegt der Typ<Gott>
contra <Mensch-Natur>.

Im Neuen Testament, vor allem in der Logienquelle und im Romer-
brief, ist der Typ A zwar vorausgesetzt, aber es zeigt sich deutlich eine
Tendenz in Richtung von Typ B, wobei sogar das Verhiltnis von Mensch
und Natur umgekehrt wird (€Gott>» contra € Natur-Mensch>>).
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Religion and Nature :
An Investigation of Original Religious Form

Shigeo UEDA

Religion has developed through an historical process and as such has
developed into various religious groups, faiths, and denominations in a
movement toward greater variation.

However, in its original association with nature, religion enjoyed a more
universal breadth and depth. Through viewing the spirituality of nature
in the same way as human spirituality, humans will be able to develop a
humanistic religiosity and discover new religious paths.
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