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Death and Eternal Rebirth

Tetsuo YaMaoR1

At the end of the 10 th century a brotherhood called “Nijigo-Sammai-
E” (Meditation-Meeting composed of 25 members), whose members
were strongly united to attain nirvanpa in the Pure Land after death,
was founded by Genshin (942-1017) at Yokawa monastery on Mt.
Hiei near Kyoto, the capital of the Fujiwara dynasty.

The present paper has been prepared to analyze the three kinds
of documents (A,B,C) written for expounding the formation and the
development of the brotherhood and to clarify the idea of death and
rebirth which was deeply rooted in the minds of members.

I. “Oj5-Yosha” (A) written by Genshin describes two dimensions
of the consciousness or image of death appearing at the last mo-
ments, viz. image of pure death (rebirth) and that of impure death

(not rebirth).

II. “Nijago-Sammai-Kisho” (B) written by Genshin and one of his
disciples prescribes the procedure of funeral rites after death, through
which the soul of a dead member was undoubtedly sent to the Pure
Land though his corpse remained buried in the grave of this world.

III. “Nijigo-Sammai-E-Kakoch3” (C) written as a necrology by
Genshin’s disciples gives the names and careers of deadmembers.
This sacred document was composed principally to strengthen the
ties of dead members and living members and to confirm the
symbolical immortality of the brotherhood in the mythological level.

Thus we can summarize it in a diagram as follows:

A B C
impure death
Image
pure death
corpse
Rite P
soul
Mvih \ the live
t
y the dead
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On the Ideas of the Baptists
in the Great Awakening

Fumiko NoMUra

W. G. McLoughlin maintains that the role of religion i# the American
Revolution cannot be understood apart from its role before and after
the Revolution, and that the Revolution was a religious as well as
political movement. Other scholars (for example, S. E. Mead, R. N.
Bellah, J.C. Brauer and B. Bailyn) also assume that there was a
close interrelationship between religion and the American Revolution.

If we limit this idea to the religious history, it can be understood
as the change from the religious uniformity to the separation of churh
and state. From this viewpoint, I took the focus on the Baptists in
New England. The reasons are as follows. The first is that the
Baptists, as the Dissent under the Establishment, increased in mem-
bers suddenly in this period. The second is that only Baptists des-
cribed the separation of church and state in their theology clearly.

This difference was out of the question, when the Baptists were
minority and persecuted by the Establishment. But the Great
Awakening changed the situation. The Congregationalists were
divided by the Great Awakening and some members were converted
into the Baptists.

In case of Isaac Backus, he chose the doctrine of antipedobaptism
as the foundation of separating from the Congregationalism. Besides
the antipedobaptism, the Separate-Baptists made efforts to release
from compulsory religious taxation for strengthening their movement.
Indomitable energy was drawn out from this struggle because it was
based on faith.

Finally, I tried to compare the situation of New England with that
of Virginia from the viewpoint of separation of church and state.
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Die “Logik der Art” und die Philosophie
der Weltreligion

Kiyoshi Himr

Dem Meister (Griinder) einer Weltreligion griindlich zu folgen, was
oft mit dem Wort “existenziale Gleichzeitigkeit mit ihm” bezeichnet
wird, ist die allerletzte Angelegenheit der religiosen Existenz liberhaupt.
In diesem Sinne ist das existenziale Verhiltnis, das zwischen dem
Meister und seinen ersten Jiingern besteht, keineswegs fiir bloB ein
historisch vergangenes Faktum zu halten. Es bedeutet denjenigen
Ursprung, auf den immer zuriickgegangen werden muB, insofern wir
uns unsere religiose Existenz je sichern wollen. Daher ist es die
Grundaufgabe der religionsphilosophischen Forschung, die Struktur
der Tat, die das obengenannte existenziale Verhiltnis bestimmt, zu
begreifen.

Von diesem Gesichtspunkt aus versucht der Aufsatz, die “Logik der
Art” von Dr. Hajime Tanabe (1885—1962) neuzubewerten, als diejenige,
die diese Forderung erfiillen kann. Zuerst wird der ProzeB erortert,
wo die “Logik der Art” vermittelst des “Reuewegs (Metanoetik)” zur
Dialektik der religitsen Existenz herangreift. Dann wird der Sachver-
halt erklirt, daB3 diese Dialektik in der “Dialektik des Christentums”
(1948) sich zu der Gleichzeitigkeit mit dem Meister Jesus konkretisiert.
Dadurch will der Aufsatz sozusagen das Prolegomenon sein zu einer
eden kiinftigen Religionshilosphie, die unsere hervorragendste Denkt-
adition wird iibernehmen konnen.
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