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BOOK REVIEW

TAKEUCHI Yoshinori, ed.
Buddhist Spivituality Il : Later China, Kovea, Japan and the
Modern World
New York : Crossroad Publishing Co., 1999, 550 pp. $34.95

Ruben L. F. HABITO

This book under review is the ninth of a twenty-five volume series issued
by Crossroad entitled World Spivituality : An Encyclopaedic History of the
Religious Quest, and the second of two devoted to Buddhist Spirituality.
The series itself is a project that was conceived and initiated in the 1980’s
with a Board of Editors and Advisors listing forty world-renowned
scholars, including the late Mircea Eliade, Huston Smith, Raimundo
Panikkar, Jacob Needleman, Tu Wei-Ming, Annamarie Schimmel, and
other illustrious names familiar to those engaged in the study of religions.

Each of the twenty-five volumes opens with a common preface by the
General Editor, Ewert Cousins, Professor Emeritus at Fordham Univer-
sity, which lays out the intent of the entire project, and offers a working
definition of the key term, “spirituality.”

This series focuses on that inner dimension of the person called by
certain traditions “the spirit.” This spiritual core is the deepest center
of the person. It is here that the person is open to the transcendent
dimension ; it is here that the person experiences ultimate reality. The
series explores the discovery of this core, the dynamics of this develop-
ment, and its journey to the ultimate goal. It deals with prayer,
spiritual direction, the various maps of the spiritual journey, and the
methods of advancement in the spiritual ascent.

This key term (spirituality) thus offers a distinctive perspective for
studying the various religious traditions of the world, at the same time
suggesting a common ground that would enable adherents of any given
religious community to engage those of other traditions in fruitful conver-
sation. The merits of each volume can thus be assessed in the context of
this grid for which the whole series has been set. 1 will offer comments on
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the present volume under review with this in mind.

The book is divided into four sections, addressing developments in
Buddhist spirituality in 1) China of the later period (with a focus on
Ch’an), 2) Korea from Silla to the Modern period, 3) Japan throughout its
history, and 4) more recent developments over a wider geographical area.

In the first section, the opening essay by the late Philip Yampolsky
provides a helpful historical sketch of major trajectories of Ch’an in China,
though it is written without much consideration for or reflection on the
particular focus of the volume (and of the series) on spirituality as such.
On a different note, the articles by Thomas Kasulis and Dale S. Wright
provide insightful pictures of Ch’an spirituality, describing contributions
of major figures and outlining key themes that occupied practitioners.
Julia Ching’s essay is also illuminating and helpful for understanding some
of the dynamics involved the interaction between Ch’an and Confucianism
throughout Chinese history. However, a statement to the effect that “in
China, the Ch’an rapprochement with Pure Land on the one side and with
Confucianism on the other would eventually dissolve the identity of Ch’an
Buddhism itself” (p.53) is to this reviewer somewhat too sweeping, and
calls for further scrutiny. As an afterthought, the inclusion of an essay
detailing the influence of Taoist elements in the development of Ch'an
would have enriched this section, and would have enhanced the picture of
Chinese Buddhist spirituality as presented in this volume.

The articles in the second section on the various stages and facets of
Korean Buddhist spirituality, by Sung Bae Park, Robert E. Buswell Jr.,
and Hendrik H. Serensen, are solid historical as well as reflective and
thematic accounts highlighting the pivotal role of this peninsular culture
in the transmission and development of Buddhism in East Asia.

The third section of the volume addresses developments in Japanese
Buddhist spirituality, from its foundations, through the Nara and Heian,
Kamakura, Tokugawa, and modern periods, with nineteen contributions
by twenty-one eminent scholars, Japanese and non-Japanese. The bal-
anced and thoughtful treatment of themes by the individual authors,
well-known for their work on the particular topics they address here,
conveys a sense of deep familiarity with the subject matter on their part.
All this also attests to the masterful grasp of the field as a whole on the
part of the editorial team, headed by Takeuchi Yoshinori, Professor
Emeritus of Kyoto University, assisted by the Staff of the Nanzan Insti-
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tute for Religion and Culture.

The fourth and last section entitled Arts, Society, and New Directions,
opens with a refreshing article by Mimi Hall Yiengpruksawan, entitled
“Buddha’s Bodies and the Iconographical Turn,” delineating in concrete
detail the spiritual significance of artistic expression throughout the ages.
The articles on “Buddhist Spirituality in Modern Taiwan” by Heng-Ching
Shih, on “The Soka Gakkai and the Modern Reformation of Buddhism” by
Shimazono Susumu, and on “Contemporary Buddhist Spirituality and
Social Activism” by Sallie King, are significant for their very inclusion in
the volume as well as for their particular content, making up for a
perspective lacking in the first volume (see below). The last two articles,
on Theravada-based spirituality and on Zen in the West, respectively, are
attempts at describing a moving target, and need to be supplemented by
other contemporary sources. Unfortunately, one looks in vain in this
volume for descriptions of developments in Pure Land and Tibetan
Buddhist spirituality, two other streams that have come to be influential
in the Western hemisphere in their own respective ways.

My review of the first volume (issued in 1993) on Buddhist Spirituality
covering Indian, Southeast Asian, Tibetan, and Early Chinese Buddhism
(see Eastern Buddhist, Vol. XXIX No. 1, 1996, pp. 141-146) described the
strengths and merits of the earlier collection of essays, but also noted
some glaring lacunae. In short, as the first volume placed its emphasis on
what Nagao Gadjin has termed the “ascending movement” of Buddhist
spirituality, that is, the path toward awakening, with meditational prac-
tice as the central feature, it thereby failed to give duc treatment to
features of the “descending movement,” that is, the way of embodying that
awakening in daily life and in society. Also noted was that this first
volume did not offer adequate treatment of Buddhist spirituality for
non-monastic, that is, lay persons, and for women, through the different
historical epochs covered.

This second volume has fortunately been able to fill in some of those
lacunae noted in the first. Many of the authors have of course addressed
the question of attaining enlightenment, or attaining rebirth in the Pure
Land or Lotus Land (“the ascending movement”), but due treatment hag
also been given in this second volume to the ways in which those who
pursued the various paths of Buddhist spirituality embodied this pursuit in
their worldly lives, in the context of their society and culture, in different
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historical epochs and geographical areas.

These two volumes together provide insightful and engaging reading, at
the same time serving as a valuable reference guide to the state of the art
of the field for scholars, as well as for readers interested in the Buddhist
tradition in particular, and in the study and practice of religion and
spirituality in general.
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Tillich’s Theory of Religious Art and
the Metaphysics of Meaning

ISHIKAWA Akito

Tillich’s religious thought has a close relationship with expressionist art
and this fact could help uncover a truer understanding of his religious
thought. The purpose of this paper is to grasp his concept of religious art
and to understand the reason for it in view of his metaphysics of meaning.

The point of Tillich’s theory of art is that religious art should be judged
by its Gehalt (import) rather than its Inhalt (subject matter). Even if an
artwork depicts traditional religious symbols, Tillich does not always
recognize it to be religious art, and he often affirms expressionist art
which depicts landscape or still life as religious art. The importance lies
not so much in what the subject matter is as how it expresses the ultimate
reality. It has been often said that Tillich sees art only from a religious
viewpoint and makes light of the significance of art itself, but his theory
of art should be regarded within the framework of theological argument.
Therefore, the problem which we must consider is how to clarify the
philosophical or theological basis of Tillich’s understanding of art. The
concern here is Tillich’s concept of religious art in relation to his meta-
physics of meaning. Through an investigation of metaphysics of meaning,
the basis of his theory of art may be discovered and conversely it will
suggest that Tillich’s understanding of expressionism or religious art is a
clue to the study of his religious thought.
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Mision de la raza cosmica:
pensamiento religioso de José Vasconcelos

OKUBO Norihiro

José Vasconcelos (1882-1959), destacado filésofo y pedagogo mexicano,
designado Secretario de Educacion Pablica en el régimen revolucionario
de Alvaro Obregén (1920-1924), est4 considerado en general como precur-
sor del nacionalismo racista de México y de América Latina, por su
famosa obra denominada La raza césmica (1925), pero no se ha aclarado
suficientemente que en ella Vasconcelos desarrolla un pensamiento
religioso también. A pesar de ser catdlico no desea un tipo de catolicismo
que choque contra el gobierno sino una nueva religién que armonice con
la politica y unifique al pueblo mexicano para construir una nacién. Se
trata de una religion civica, segiin indican Robert N. Bellah y Phillip E.
Hammond. Expulsado del gobierno, sin embargo, Vasconcelos se reinte-
gra a la fe catolica. Esta transicién de su pensamiento religioso se puede
comprobar en La Nueva Democracia, periddico publicado en Nueva York
por un misionero protestante norteamericano, en que Vasconcelos escribe
algunos articulos, a través de los cuales este ensayo descubrird su idea de
religién civica v un aspecto de la corriente del pensamiento religioso
durante la época revolucionaria mexicana.
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Logos and Alogos: Justin Apologist’s Logos Doctrine
and the Persecution of Christianity

DoOI Kenji

In this article I discuss Justin’s Logos doctrine from the point of view of
the persecution of Christianity. For Justin the persecution of Christianity
by the Roman Empire is caused érrationally (didyws; dAoyos), as in the
case of Socrates, by people who live irrationally and are driven irration-
ally by demons. The demons symbolize the irrationality of such a persecu-
tion. Why is the Christian persecuted? The reason is that the Christian
does live according to Logos itself (i.e., Jesus Christ) : there is no good
reason (Aoyog) for it. The persecution is irrational (#oyog). Justin’s
usage of &loyos is based upon the persecution of Christianity. By suggest-
ing this irrationality Justin demands rationality (ioyos) of the emperors
who long to be pious and philosophical. This rationality means not only
to be intellectually right but also to live according to the truth (i.e.,
Logos). In his Apologies Justin tries to demonstrate that the Christian
does live according to the truth. For him Socrates is not a philosopher, but
is persecuted for living according to the truth (Adyog) and martyred.
Christ is, as the Logos itself, the Power of God who makes it possible for
everybody to live according to the truth until death. Justin does not intend
the hellenization of Christianity by his Logos doctrine. To live according
to the truth, even in the midst of persecution, is a fundamental part of
Justin’s Logos doctrine.
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Religious Conversion and Understanding the Religious
Person : Uchimura Kanzo, Niijima Jo,
Kiyozawa Manshi, Takayama Chogyu

TOKUDA Yukio

One of the most important problems of a conversion study is to define
“conversion.” It is certain that the objects and methods of conversion
studies depend ultimately on definitions of conversion, and the history of
conversion studies has developed around concepts of it. In this article, I
first survey the history of conversion studies from the standpoint of
concepts of conversion. Based on this examination, I define “religious
conversion” as the structural transformation of existence from human-
centredness to Reality-centredness. Then I call the person whose exis-
tence is Reality-centred a “religious person.” This framework is distinc-
tive in its consideration of the structure of human existence and in its
viewpoint of considering activity from the perspective of “reality.” In this
paper, the validity and the efficacy of this framework are suggested by the
following case studies ; Uchimura Kanzo, Niijima Jo, Kiyozawa Manshi,
and Takayama Chogyd. The first two are Christians, and the latter two
are Buddhists. The significant implication is that there is a common
structure in religious conversion beyond differences based upon specific
faith or belief. [ also try to open up a new field of conversion studies with
a discussion about the interactive relation between an interpretation of
religious conversion and an understanding of individuals.
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