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Why We Now Pay Attention to Folk Religion:
Reconsidering the Conception of Folk Religion

MIY AKE Hitoshi

Religion can be classified into two types: founded religion and natural
religion. Founded religion was often established by a founder who had a
religious experience. Natural religion has its origin in the nature of
human life such as birth, illness, death and fertility.

National religion is formed by natural religion which is systematically
organized under the influence of the founded religion. On the other hand,
the founded religion aims at being a world religion by syncretizing with
natural religion in the local community.

Of course, in the local community, there is a popular belief which is
custom such as rites of passage, annual events and magic. The elements
of national religion and founded religion have been accepted in popular
religion by necessity.

The religious leader of the folk religion breaks through this belief and
reorganizes its elements. Then the leader develops popular belief into
syncretic religion which integrates elements of national religion and
founded religion.

“Folk Religion” in this essay is comprised, therefore, of the concepts of
popular belief and syncretic religion. “Folk Religion” in this sense is
something like the mother’s womb which accepts the established religion
into the local community. It is also the religious basis of new religion.
“Folk Religion” is used by governments, information industries, commer-
cial interests and companies as a means to grab hold of people’s minds.
The study of “Folk Religion” is, therefore, indispensible to an understand-
ing of the religious nature of human beings.
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Kato Genchi’s Scientific Research on Shintoism
and the Deification of a Living Man (seishz)

NAKAMURA Ikuo

In this paper I attempt to revaluate Katd Genchi’s scientific research on
Shintoism which has been supposed to be an evolutionistic and extremely
patriotic doctrine of Japanese folk belief. In “Research on seishi in Japan”
(1931), Kato regards the hereditary priest (Ohafuri) of the Suwa Shrine
or Oyamatsumi Shrine as an actual example of Japanese human incarna-
tion of the Divine in addition to the Emperor Meiji and a number of Shinto
high priests or extraordinarily virtuous characters of the Japanese early
modern age. In spite of his appearing to be an admirer of the tenno (which
would make him a mikadoist), he intended to comprehend the essence of
Japanese Shintoism as a so-called theanthropic religion by investigating
the characteristic of the religious consciousness of the Japanese people,
especially the veneration of deities in rural Japan. He also pioneered the
methodological unification of material surveys of historical documents
and field work in the Japanese science of religion.
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Did “Folk Belief” Actually Exist?
SHINNO Toshikazu

Since the birth of the term and concept “folk belief,” it is folklore study
that has considered this field as the most important scene. There are two
reasons for that. Firstly, folklore study has desired a different subject
from that of historical study. The second reason comes from the thought
of Yanagita Kunio, a leader in Japanese folklore study. Yanagita consid-
ered mind research as the final and highest step in folklore study. There-
fore, research on folk belief has been advanced in four fields, folk-
religionist, oral tradition, small shrine, and village community.

In historical studies after World War II, concrete research on religion
has been respected. In religious studies, the interests of scholars has
expanded into the marginal phenomena surrounding religion, for example,
the mental movement. And, recently, the term “folk religion” is being used
more than the word term “folk belief.” It is a result of a general progres-
sion in religious studies and the drawing together of “folk belief” and
“religion” which had been set on opposing sides.
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Folk Religion and “Sister Power” (imoto no chikara)
KANDA Yoriko

In this paper I raise the issue of “sister power” (iméto no chikara)
within the theme of folk religion and women. The paper by Yanagita
makes it clear what the existence of women is and how they have been
recognized by society. It concerns women as they relate to folk religion.
The first point I examine is the valuation and criticism against “sister
power.” Above all, showing the relation between the peculiar physiology
of women and “sister power,” I consider its future direction. The second
point discusses “being endowed with cleverness and dignity,” confining this
to Yanagita’s statements on Miko. In this section, I consider the matter
that the valuation of Miko is decided by the surroundings as her spiritual
power arises when mystical significance is bestowed by others. Here, |
also examine the Miko’s self-consciousness of being a bride of Kami. As
a consequence, it is clear that the unification with a sacred existence of
different sex is possible not only for women but also for men when they
wish to be united to a supernatural being. Lastly, I point out that there is
a possibility of change in the “sister power” according to the look of the
surroundings and the way of giving it significance.
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On the Position of the “Ujigamishinko” Theory of
Yanagita Kunio in the History of Thought in Modern Japan

KAWADA Minoru

Yanagita Kunio attached great importance to “Ujigamishinkd” in his
folklore studies and considered it a base of Japanese folklore and folk
belief. In studies of “Ujigamishink,” the achievements of Yanagita is
currently most important. In modern Japan, we see the small Shinto
shrine surrounded by a forest in each town and village. “Ujigamishinks”
is the faith of the people in the god enshrined there.

This paper takes up the “Ujigamishinkd” theory of Yanagita and
considers a position within that theory in the history of thought in modern
Japan. At first, [ introduce an abstract of the “Ujigamishink6” theory of
Yanagita and examine the differences between it and the argument
regarding “Ujigamishinkd” in State Shintoism and that of Maruyama
Masao.

State Shintoism continued as a nationally accepted doctrine from the
Meiji era to the Second World War, and Maruyama had a considerable
influence on Japanese social science for a long period after the Second
World War. It will be within this context that I compare Yanagita’'s
theory with that of Maruyama.
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Folk and Popular Religion in Sociological Perspective
IWAI Hiroshi

Numbers of case studies have been made on folk and popular religion.
As a result, an amazing variety of facts has come to light. However, very
few attempts have been made to create theories to give order to these
facts. This paper is an introductory portrait of the sociological theory of
folk and popular religion. This is, to add, an ongoing project and has not
been on the stage of theory building yet. Therefore, I will tentatively offer
several hypotheses.

To begin, I will point out three social factors which generate folk and
popular religion : structural differentiation of society, social distribution
of knowledge, and uncertainty. Then, based on that, | will discuss the
generative process of folk and popular religion within the following
levels : macro(religious market), meso (religious organization) and micro
(individual). On the macro level, I will place folk and popular religion in
the context of a religious market wherein different religious organizations
compete to attract and hold a clientele. On the meso level, the generation
of folk and popular religion will be described in the process of negotiation
or bargaining between religious organizations and individuals. Lastly, on
the micro level, I will focus on the process in which individuals construct
their world.
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The Theory of Popular-belief/Folk-religion
as a Method of Religious Studies

IKEGAMI Yoshimasa

Various issues have developed in Japan concerning the fields of Popular-
belief, Folk-belief, Folk-religion, among others. In order that such fields
gain a proper position in the religious studies, this paper presents an
overview of the issues in the diverse approaches. The works discussed
here are mainly those of Hori Ichiro, Sakurai Tokutaro, Araki Michio,
Kusunoki Masahioro, and Miyake Hitoshi who all self-consciously view
themselves as scholars of religion. Qur main purpose is not simply to
criticize or to sort out many issues raised by these scholars but to generate
further interest for the next generation.

Taking note of the manifold aspects included in these issues, this paper
extracts four theoretical approaches from them, namely (a) sub-
stantialist, (b) essentialist, (c¢) constructionalist, (d) self-aware
positionalist. The leading works which have left a certain influence on the
following theorists contain all four approaches despite their differences of
emphasis. We conclude that while each approach deserves to be continued
in some way or another, a special consideration for the “self-aware
positionalist” approach will be necessary in the contemporary academic
situation. When this approach is fully cultivated, the theory of popular-
belief/folk-religion can become a productive method of religious studies.
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