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Merit-Making Ritual and Death: A Case Study on
Paui Phala Ritual in Dehong, Yunnan Province

NAGATANI Chiyoko

Dehong Dai-Jingpo Nationalities’ Autonomous Prefecture is a Ther-
avada Buddhist area in Yunnan, China. Theravada’s main adherents
there, the Dai people, perform a spectacular ritual called Paui Phala. It
is not only a merit-making ritual, but also a mortuary ritual with a large
expenditure of wealth and the conferring of honorable titles. Most Dai
people dream of holding this ritual just once in their lives.

In this article, presupposing the idea of overdetermination, we focus on
two microscopic factors of many that determine the meaning of Paui
Phala. One is the traditional denotation of the ritual, which can be read
from the sequence of events in it. The other is the factors the sponsor
must consider in choosing the best time for it. In the course of the article,
a unique feature of Paui Phala will be revealed, that is, its orientation
toward preparing for the sponsor’s own death.

This study will be the first step in understanding the current religious
values of this minority society at the margins of the territorial, historical,
and cultural influence of China.
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Adoration Belief toward the Empress Jingt-kogo as
the Shomo : From the Analysis of the Shomo Shrines
in Northwest Kyushu

SUNAGA Takashi

There have previously been attempts to combine the ancient Mother-
belief with the belief of adoration toward the Empress Jing-kogd as the
Shomo. But there has not been a further study of the Shomo itself because
the neglect of history.

In the first chapter, we focused on the existence of the Shomo Shrines
in northwest Kyushu and studied the regional spread of the Shomo Shrines
there.

In the second chapter, we studied the Kashii Shrine which played an
important role in the spread of the Shomo belief and the Shomo Shrines
since adapted. We also studied the characteristic and the historical
aspects of the spread of the Shomo Shrines.

As we can see from this study, perhaps, the Shémo belief originated
from the Kashii Shrine of the middle ages. It was certain that its history
spread to all parts of the northwest of Kyushu through many opportunities
as the hope of the welcoming God as a guard of the Shrine in the
Kamakura Era and the worship of the Kashii Shrine by Tachibana of
Sengoku since.
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The Background to Mahadeva’s Five Points
LEE Ja Rang

There are two conventional interpretations of Mahadeva’s five points.
One of these interpretations sees the five points as the cause of the initial
schism between the Mahasamghikas and the Sthaviras in 100 A.N. (after
nirvana). The other interpretation points to the five points as the cause
of the later schism that occurred within the Mahasamghikas at the end of
200 A.N.

This paper supports the second interpretation by showing that
Mahiadeva’s five points were not the cause of the initial schism. Instead,
the five points were the cause of the later schism of the Mahasamghikas
which gave rise to the Caitikas, the Purvasailas, and the Aparagailas, all
centered in South India. Furthermore, this paper makes clear the criti-
cism of the monastics on the part of the forest renunciants.

The relations between the five points, Mahadeva, and the southern
Mahasamghikas have been ascertained from a number texts. Focusing on
the texts, we examine these relations. The contents of the five points
suggest a distinction between two sorts of the Arhants, that is, the
pafifiavimutta and the ubhatobhagavimutta. If we take into consideration
the conclusions of past studies that the pafifiavimutta indicates monastics
and the ubhatobhagavimutta indicates forest renunciants, it is clear that
the five points express criticism of the monastics (panfiavimutta) on the
part of the forest renunciants. This point is also supported by the fact that
almost all of the nikayas that maintain the five points are closely associat-
ed with mountains.
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Konnotation der ,Religion“ im neuzeitlichen Deutschland
— Das Ringen der volkisch-religiosen Bewegung
um eine anerkannte ,,Religion* —

KUBOTA Hiroshi

Seit Anfang des 19. Jahrhunderts tauchten, parallel zum gesell-
schaftlichen Siakularisierungsprozel3, zunehmend nichtchristliche*
Weltanschauungs- und Religionsgemeinschaften auf, unter denen sich die
freireligiose und die volkisch-religiose Bewegung durch ihre religionsge-
schichtliche Relevanz auszeichneten. Erst die Verbreitung liberaler Ideen
wie z. B. ,,Glaubens-* und ,,Gewissensfreiheit”, die im religionspolitischen
Liberalisierungsprozef juristisch gewihrleistet wurden, verlieh neu ent-
standenen Religionsgemeinschaften das juristische Heimatrecht. Es waren
aber die beiden GroBkirchen, die in der Realitit trotz der rechtlichen
Gleichberechtigungsbestimmungen soziopolitische und ¢konomische
Privilegien genoBen. Ihr Sonderstatus entsprach sogar der Auffassung in
der damaligen Offentlichkeit, in der man unter ,,Religion“ nichts anderes
als die beiden GroBBkirchen verstand. Dies hatte zur Folge, dal3 nichtchrist-
liche Religionsgemeinschaften dazu gezwungen waren, ihren ,religiésen*
Charakter hervorzuheben, um dadurch nach der juristischen, sozialen und
sogar religiosen Gleichberechtigung zu trachten. Dabei zogen sie den
Diskurs des religi¢sen Liberalismus heran, so daf3 sie auch im liberalen
Lager der evangelischen Kirche Resonanz fanden, wihrend ihnen im
politischen Konservatismus, in der rémisch-katholischen Kirche und unter
den sog. ,,.Deutschen Christen” der Versuch zur Bildung einer ,Dritten
Konfession“ vehement vorgeworfen wurde. Dall insbesondere im Jahre
1933 die freireligiése und die voélkisch-religiose Bewegung Anspruch auf
ihre ,religitse” Existenz und Relevanz im nationalsozialistischen Deutsch-
land erheben konnten, ist darauf zurtickzuftihren, dall zu Beginn des
NS-Regimes sich die Auffassungen dariiber, was unter einer religiosen
Gemeinschaft zu verstehen ist, zu einem gewissen Grade geidndert hatten.
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