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Jikigyo Miroku and Ichiji fusetsu no maki
Masayuki OTANI

Jikigyo Miroku (1671-1733) was an ascetic in a faith surrounding Mt.
Fuji who killed himself by fasting on Mt. Fuji. After his death, faith in
Jikigyo grew into a religion called Fujiko whose members ritually climbed
Mt. Fuji. However, Fujikd did not well reflect the thought of Jikigy6 and,
as a result, although Fujiké was prosperous in the Edo period, Jikigyo as
an ascetic who preached ethical practice has gone largely misunderstood.
Among his works, the Ichiji fusetsu no maki is important while containing
difficult and radical passages. It is very helpful for understanding his
thought. This paper is a study of Jikigyd based on Ichiji fusetsu no maki.



New Classes in the Membership of Eizon’s
Denomination : Gonji ¢a%), Gonju Gif),
Gyodoshami (BER®#®E), and Hodoshami (E»#)

Kenryo MINOWA

Gonji, Gonjd, Gyodashami, and Hodoshami are new classes in Eizon's
denomination. We can find the terms Gonji and Gonji in the £ p’7 ta mo
chii shé lun (FTEREEE{ES) translated by Hsiian Tsang (¥#) and the
terms Gyodoshami and Hodoshami in the Hsing shih ch’ao tzit ch'ih chi
(FTHE#ERE) written by the Rev. Yiian Chao (JTi) in the Sung Dynasty.
We can clarify that the latter text was brought to Japan by the Rev.
Shunjo (#27% and brought by the Rev. Kainyo (##l) to Nara.

We can find the above terms in the Kanjin gakushoki (BHF¥1EE0) and
the Jubosatsukai deshi kyomyo (BBEER T3¢ 4) and other texts such that
there is no doubt that Eizon used those terms. We know that Gonji is the
name of the lay Buddhist who follow the Five Precepts and that Gonja are
those who follow the Eight Precepts. Gyodoshami is one who follows the
ten major precepts found in the Fén wang ching (FE#8#2) and that the
Hodoshami is the novice who observes the Ten Precepts. The difference
between the Gonji and the Gycddshami is determined by whether the head
is shaved or not. Furthermore, probably the Gyodoshami is expected to
observe the ten major precepts of Fén wang ching, while the Gonji is not.

In Eizon’s denomination, the Gonji becomes an upper class to the Gonji,
which is contrary to the Chii shé lun because the Gonji is expected to
observe the Eight Precepts always and as long as he is alive. The contents
of the Eight Precepts are also changed and they contain some of the minor
precepts of the Fén wang ching which are regulated by Eizon. The
precepts of the Gonji, Gonji, Gyodéshami, and Hod6shami are found in the
Tsiju konma GE¥REE).

There are old manuscripts which bear the old style of Eizon’s denomi-
nation’s ordinations in the Saidaiji Temple, and it is from them that we
learn some of the details of their classes.
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Religious Activities and their Peculiarity in
the Insei Period zEd#), the Last Heian Period:
The Turning Point from Ancient to Medieval

in the History of Japanese Religion

Tadashi MITSUHASHI

The Insei Period, the last Heian Period, is the turning point from
ancient to medieval and is also regarded as one of the most important ages
in the history of Japanese religion. During this age, people became able to
express their religious beliefs rather freely and deepen their dependence
on religionists in each religion, Shintoism, Buddhism, and Onmyodo (f&E5
i&), to which they had turned on occasion. Religionists also began their
professional actions to obtain the faithful and thereby became independent
of the nation. Their activities produced numerous kinds of medieval
religious phenomena, such as new esoteric rites (F#E:, BBEZID),
explanation of gods concerning Buddhist objects of worship (Z<HBFEZER),
counterfeit books of doubtful authorship produced by those who pretended
to be famous religionists in order to express his own religious faith (5%#
HIf&2E), and novel religious thoughts which were attracting the faithful
like the New Kamakura Buddhism (S§&#{,#). We can say, therefore,
that the Insei Period was the period in which “religious identity” was first
formed in Japan.
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On “Mother Earth”: An Historical-Religious
Interpretation of a Hodenosaunee (Iroquois) Myth

Takeshi KIMURA

Sam D. Gill, an American scholar of Native American religions, states
in his controversial book entitled Mother Earth, An American Story, that
the native notion of Mother Earth originated from the Euro-American
imagination concerning the otherness of natives and is, therefore, not
indigenous. 1 examine the scholarly background of his argument and
discuss its difficulties. By using a Hode'nosaunee (Iroquois) myth narrated
by the Seneca chief, John A. Gibson, to J. N. B. Hewitt, an ethnologist at
the Smithsonian Institute in 1900, [ examine the history of the text of this
myth and interpret the religious meanings of the “Mother Earth” of this
myth. T focus my examination on the mythic and religious meanings of
“earth” and on genealogical analysis of the mythic beings to find out
the kinship-significance of “Mother Earth.” I conclude that the Hode’-
nosaunee’s notion of “Mother Earth” is indigenous and not borrowed from
Euro-Americans.
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Practice as a Criterion of a True Religious
Experience: A Comparison between
J. Edwards and L. Wittgenstein

Satoko FUJIWARA

How can we identify an experience as a true religious experience (or,
as a less normative question in the study of religion, how can we tell that
religious experience A and religious experience B are the same) ? There
are two kinds of popular answer to this question : @ by examining visions
(or other subjective features such as senses, brain waves) during an
experience, and/or miracles performed after the experience; @ by
examining practices after an experience. These two positions have often
been considered as reflecting the dichotomy of irrationalism (supernatu-
ralism) and moralism. As a representative of position @, Jonathan
Edwards regards saintly practices as the most reliable criteria of religious
experience mainly because one’s experience itself is hidden from others.
In contrast to this, from a late Wittgensteinian perspective, the two
positions correspond to those of epistemology (and of the theory of
language). Position @ is based on a mind-body dualism (and a correspon-
dence theory of language). The way Edwards rejects position @ shows
that he is also bound to this epistemological assumption. Wittgenstein
reformulates position @ by criticizing the assumption shared both by
position @ and by the existing (Edwardsian) position @. This article
clarifies the differences between the Wittgensteinian and the Edwardsian
concept of practice through rectifying Wayne Proudfoot’s recent interpre-
tation of the Edwardsian theory of religious experience.
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