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Analysis of the Arguments between
Uchimura Kanzo and Foreign Newspapers

Hiromu NAKAMURA

Uchimura Kanzo (1861-1930) was editor of the English section of
the newspaper Yorozu Choho from 1897 to 1898. In this mewspaper,
he criticized the westernization of Japan devoid of a Christian spirit,
while also inflicting harsh criticism on the immorality of foregin resi-
dents in Japan based on his ideal of Christianity. This standpoint ap-
pears to be inconsistent.

Foreign newspapers in Japan, such as The Rising Sun, Nagasaki
Express, and The Nagasaki Shipping List, strongly refuted Uchimura's
criticism of the immorality of foreign residents, declaring that Uchi-
mura preached morality by making use of “blackguardly” words. These
newspapers also hated Uchimura's dualism; for example, his tend-
ency to categorize foreigners as either foreign devils or foreign saints.

Conversely, from the fact that foreign editorials expressed severe
objection to Uchimura’s criticism and such strong hatred for it, we
are able to infer that Western residents were unequivocably convinced
of their own cultural superiority to all other countries. This superior-
ity had its root in Christian dogma; namely, that only Christians
were saved, and other heathens were in darkness. Foreign editorials
expressed approval when Uchimura found fault with Japanese tradi-
tional spirituality. Foreign editors pointed to his criticisms of Japan
as proof for their claim that foreign residents brought a superior cul-
ture to Japan. Their approval, therefore, is further evidence of their
self-proclaimed superiority.

A crucial aspect of Uchimura's criticism centered on the fact that
foreign residents often confused the material advancement of Western
civilization with the cultural superiority of Christianity. Uchimura
was particularly critical of westerner’s Christian dogma, or supposed
spiritual superiority.
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He pointed out that Japanese did not have to imitate American or
European missionary teachers, but that only Christianity rooted in the
good aspects of Japanese tradition would improve the world.

@e  ix



National Identity and Women
A Look at Female Characters in the Works of Naguib Mahfouz

Kumiko YAGI

This article is an attempt to clarify the space women occupy in
the self-image of a nation by analyzing the works of an Egyptian

|
|

novelist, Naguib Mahfouz. Mahfouz supports Egyptian territorial na-
tionalism as opposed to Pan-Islamism and Arab Nationalism. Never-
theless, he thinks that Islam cannot be negligible because most of
Egyptian tradition, which plays a critical role in the establishment
of Egyptian national identity, is thought of in terms of Islam. In
‘other words, any form of tradition is meaningful for him inasmuch
as it is recognized as Egyptian.

Apparently, the newly depicted self-image of Egypt can be under-
stood as the country’s ideai Image for its rebirth in the modern world.
Then, how does Mahfouz try to integrate its traditions with its future?
In his works, he imagines Egypt as a woman. A considerable number
of female characters in his works stand for Egypt. As the weakest
part of the society, women can often be victims and scapegoats of]

social injustice. Being a protector of tradition as a result of her dis-
tance from drastic social change and, at the same time, a mother,
who bears and brings up a new life from within the society, women
symbolize the integration of the past and future of Egypt and, thusly,
Egypt itself.
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Rethinking Tang-ki

Social Change and Shamanism in Singapore's Chinese Society
Jun’ichi SUGII

The current revival of religion in South East Asia provides an in-
teresting subject for the study of religion and modernization. Singa-
pore, in particular, has many religious phenomena worthy of study:
the emergence of charismatic Christian groups, neo-Hindu cults, and
the increasing interest in and number of Chinese mediums. The sub-
ject of this paper is the latter trend: the worship of tang-ki (Chinese
spirit-mediums) in urban society.

There are several variations within this trend. One cult has organ-
ized itself into a sect, while another draws upon Malay and Indian
traditions. Still others have altered the traditional rituals of tang-ki.
For example, male tang-ki practice possession not only by heavenly
gods but also by hell spirits, a ritual normally performed by female
tang-ki. Female tang-ki practice not only soul-raising but also self-
mortification at festivals, a rite normally reserved for male tang-ki.
This role-changing cannot be explained by the usual framework of
religious interpretation. Further understanding of this unusual phenom-
enon can best be sought through a careful analysis of Chinese
religious thought.
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Sur le symbolisme du concept de “Roi” dans
la doctrine taoiste

Liana TRUFAS

En parlant des cultures traditionnelles, Mircea Eliade souligne a
maintes reprises le fait que, dans une telle culture, non seulement tout
rituel, mais aussi toute institution et méme tout acte humain sont
fondés sur I'autorité d’un “archétype” ou d’'un “modéle exemplaire”
de nature divine ou tout au moins non pas purement et simplement
humaine.

Il en va de méme de l'institution et de la fonction royale. Le fond-
ement premier de I'autorité et du droit des rois, ce grage a quoi d’une
part ils exergaient leur fonction et, d’autre part, ils étaient obéis,
craints et vénérés, était essentiellement, dans le monde de la Tradi-
tion, leur qualité transcendante et non uniquement humaine. La con-
ception purement politique de 'autorité supréme, V’idée qu’'elle a pour
fondement la force ou bien des qualités naturalistes et séculiéres com-
me lintelligence, I'habilité, le courage physique-cette conception fait
totalement défaut dans les civilisations traditionnelles, elle n’apparait
qu’a des époques postérieures et décadentes. C’est aussi pourquoi I'idée
selon laquelle les pouvoirs sont conférés au roi par ceux qu’il gouverne,
que son autorité est I'expression de la collectivité et sujette i la sanc-
tion de celle-ci, est absolument étrangére a de telles civilisations. En
réalité, le fondement de l'autorité dans le monde de la Tradition a
partout et toujours eu un caractére spirituel. Dans cet article je me
propose de montrer que dans la tradition chinoise-et plus précisément
taoiste dans le sens que c’est 14 qu'en est exposé le fondement-I' “ar-
chétype”, le modéle exemplaire du Roi est le Saint taoiste: celui qui a
atteint au degré supréme de la réalisation spirituelle. En d’autres mots
et tout au moins en principe, le Roi digne de ce nom doit avoir at-
teint par lui-méme I'état spirituel de Saint, parce que seul celui-ci peut
garantir 'accomplissement de la fonction royale de maniére exempla-
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ire. Bien que cette conclusion ressorte suffisamment clairement des
textes classiques taoistes que je vais employer, je me propose aussi
de montrer-ce qui jusqu’'a présent et tout au moins i ma connaissance
a retenu moins l'attention-qu'elle découle non moins clairement du
symbolisme de I'idéogramme “Roi” lui-méme. Autrement dit, je vais
montrer que 1'idéogramme “Roi”, tout en étant le signe du Roi au
sens propre du mot, est aussi en méme temps le symbole de la plus
haute réalisation spirituelle et, par li méme, l'embléme du Saint
taoiste.
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Problemet Gjentagelse hos S. Kierkegaard
Takahiro HIRABAYASHI

I denne Artikel forsgger jeg at tolke S. Kierkegaards Begreb Gjen-
tagelse fra synspunktet af Begrebet Angest. Gjentagelsen bestemmes som
handlings Gjentagelse sammenlignet med Erindring. Ved Gjentagelsen
er dog dens genstand ikke handlings udvortes, men dens indvortes,
d.v.s. dens frihed. Den f{rihed, som Kierkegaard kraver gentage, er
den uendelige frihed hos Begrebet Angest. Kierkgaard pastir, at fri-
heden fengsler ved sig selv, sdsnart den er bliver virkelig. Denne til-
stand, hvori friheden i sig selv er fengslet, nevnes synden. I synden
er friheden blevet tabt, og friheden skal derfor gentages. Frihedens
muligheden kan dog kun gentage i kraft af transdens, d.v.s. af Gud,
fordi friheden selv er blevet forstyrret i sig selv. I denne forstand er
Gjentagelsen frihedens Gjentagesle, og syndens forsoning ved troen pi
Gud som frelseren. I Gjentagelsens gjeblik viser forsoningen, evig-
heden, sig som det tilkommende. Kierkegaards Gjentagelse er den
kristelige begreb, der giver en egentlig betydning til det tilkommende.
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Meister Eckharts Verarbeitung von drei thomanischen
Seinsbegriffen

Mika MATSUDA

In den Erérterungen des Thomas von Aquin kénnen wir drei Seins-
begriffe finden. Er benutzt jeden der drei Seinsbegriffe in einen
anderen Zusammenhang, und jeder hat eine andere Bedeutung. Der
erste Seinsbegriff bedeutet “Aktualitit” (actualitas) und wird dazu
verwendet, Gott und alles andere zu bestimmen. Gott ist das “esse
per se subsistens”, alles andere dagegen partizipiert am Sein. Der zwei-
te Seinsbegriff bedeutet “ganzes Sein” (totum esse) und wird einge-
fithrt um zu behaupten, daB Gott alles aus dem Nichts erschuf. Der
dritte Seinsbegriff bedeutet das Sein im Gegensatz zum Werden (fieri),
und mit Hilfe dieses Seinsbegriffs erklirt Thomas, daB Gott das
Geschaffene dem Sein gemiB, d.h. fortwihrend, am Sein erhilt.

Inwiefern aber iibernimmt Eckhart die drei thomanischen Seins-
begriffe? Ich mochte hier drei Texte Eckharts untersuchen, nidmlich
zuerst den “Prologus generalis in opus tripartitum”, dann den “Prolo-
gus in opus propositionum” und zuletzt die zweite Lektiire der “Ser-
mones et Lectiones super Ecclestiatici”. Aus den Untersuchungen kann
man folgendes herausstellen. Echkarts Seinsbegriff bedeutet die Ak-
tualitit und zugleich das ganze Sein. Er enthilt noch dazu den Begriff
der Einfachheit und Vollkommenheit Gottes, der das “esse per se sub-
sistens” ist. Solcher mehrdeutige Seinsbegriff fiihrt Eckhart zum merk-
wiirdigen Gedanken, daB Gott alles in das Sein, das Gott selbst ist,
erschafft und alles in dem Sein existiert. Dieser Schopfungsgedanke
enthillt den Erhaltungsgedanken in sich, nimlich daB Gott das Ge-
schaffene dem Sein gemiB erhilt.
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The Range of Ideas in Abelard’s Dialogue
Toshiko OMICHI

Dialogue is the only extant work which Abelard wrote in dialogue
form. It consists of a disputation between a philosopher, a Jew, and
a Christian. This paper is an attempt to elucidate Abelard’s intention
and purpose in Dialogue by analyzing the three characters’ statements
in order to ascertain the range of ideas presented, of which even the
author may have been unaware. In the end, two directions to his
thought are evident: one is to parenthesize the fact of historical
revelation on which Christianity is based and to avoid its confrontation
with rational criticism; another is to alter the substance of Christian-
ity into ethical doctrines based on reason alone, which is a com-
monly held view. In general, Abelard is well known as a liberal
intellectual who adapted the dialectical method to theclogical thinking.
But even he was not an exception to the medieval mind characterized
by the conflict between revelation and reason. The two directions in
Dialogue, which never intersect, represent Abelard's own internal
conflict.
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