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Genealogy of the Concept of Religion in
Modern Religious Studies

Katsumi SHIMADA

Abstract: The purpose of this paper is to clarify the aspects of un-
derstanding the concept of ‘religion’ in modern Religious Studies thr-
ough examining the process of founding the idea of religion by R.
Otto, who demanded the autonomy of religion with the key concept
“experience” as well as by P. Tillich who expanded the idea of religion
into the field of culture with the key concept “meaning”. Further, this
paper will make clear how both concepts of religion have been succ-
eeded in Religious Studies thereafter. Otto accepted the theoretical
frame of Kant-Schleiermacher. He emphasized that the essence of
religion can be seen in “experience” or “feeling”, and its base was on
“Anlage”, the universal and autonomic ability of mankind. On the
other hand, Tillich sought the unity of meaning rather than individ-
uality of experince, and regarded the essence and the truth of relig-
ion as human universal-ontological structure by defining mutual inw-
ardness between “Form” and “Gehalt”, and between culture and reli-
gion. Otto tried to give the autonomic foundation to religion in his
theory, which was positively admitted by phenomemologist of religion.
On the contrary, Tillich's theory, which was represented the concept
“ultimate concern”, seemed to be accepted in defining concepts of
religion mainly in socio-scientific religious studies. Such genealogical
reconsideration seems to be an indispensable task in order to face
the unti-foundationalism on the present philosophy of science.
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Infantility, Illusion and Religion

——the Place of Object Relation Theory in the
Psychology of Religion——

Kenta KASAI

Abstract: In Japan, the field of the Psychology of Religion does not
seem to have been active. For example, we have not seen any Post-
Freudian approach to religious phenomenon. It is problematic that
there is no one to keep track of the current theories of psychology.
In this study, | examine Object Relation Theory, which is one of the
important schools of psychoanalysis, to test its possibility to support
some kind of study in psychology of religion. In Object Relation Th-
eory, they theorize the process of infant’'s forming primary ego and
it’s making basic relationship to their mother, which occurs earlier
than the Oedipus Complex.

At first a brief survey of Freud’'s theory of religion is done. We
will focus on some ideas that is characteristic in his theory. These
are the concept of “illusion,” the meaning of infantility, and the
theory of instincts where psychoanalysis of a person and that of a
culture meet with. On his framework we can see some merits of
Object Relation Theory in the Study of Religion.
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The Knowledge of God and Epektasis

Kenji DOI

Abstract: On the knowledge of God expounded by Gregory of Nyssa
in De beatitudinibus or. 6 I will discuss two things. It is admitted
by many scholars that there is ‘perpetual progress’ or so-called ‘epek-
tasis’ in the knowledge. In the metaphor of a mirror we cannot find
such progress. So as far as we interpret it as ‘the knowledge of God
in the mirror’, as done by many scholars, we cannot find the epek-
tasis in it. First I insist that we can find the epektasis in it only
when we interpret this text as the exegesis of Mt. 5,8 with the
other texts which comment on Mt. 5, 8.

Secondly interpreting it with the epestasis I deny the interpretat-
ion that this knowledge is to know God only indirectly through the
soul, not directly face to face. In this knowledge we know God thro-
ugh the soul, i.e. through the image of God. But it doesen't mean
that we know God indirectly in contrast with the direct knowledge
of God. According to Gregory we are absolutely in diastéma and are
not able to go out into eternity. So we should walk the way of
knowing God in our life. We know God through our soul in the life,
and it means that this knowledge is only adequate one for us who
are in diastéma. This knowledge is to turn from the yearning for
the knowledge of God’s nature, and it is the true knowledge of God
for us.
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Gott im Denken

——Heideggers Hélderlin-Interpretation—
Takashi NAKAHARA

Abstract: Heidegger charakterisiert, Nietzsches Gedanken folgend,
unsere Zeit als die Zeit, wo Gott tot ist, und fordert von uns, iiber-
haupt von Gott zu schweigen. Allein in Wirklichkeit sagt er manches
iiber Gott, besonders wenn er von Hélderlin einerseits und vom “Ge-
viert” andererseits redet. Dieser Aufsatz versucht daher nach dem
Grunde zu suchen, warum Heidegger von Gott zu sprechen wagt,
trotz der Leerheit und Sinnlosigkeit Gottes in der modernen Welt.

Er betrachtet Gott nicht als das héchste, vollkommenste Seiende,
wie es die bisherige Metaphysik tut, sondern als den Boten, den das
Heilige zu den Menschen schickt und der deshalb dem Range nach
noch unter ihm ist. Das Heilige ist dann bestimmt als das Offene,
worin jegliches sein eigenes Wesen erdffnet. Nach Heideggers eigenem
Sprachgebrauch heifit es die “Wahrheit”. Aber dieses Offene bedarf,
um sich zu eréffen, des Streites zwischen den einander schlechthin
Entgegengesetzten, d.h. zwischen Gott und Menschen. Erst dieses
Bediirfnis erklart den Grund, warum das Heilige den Gott zu den
Menschen schickt, und warum das Denken, das alles in der Offenbar-
keit der Wahrheit sehen will, des Gottes bedarf.
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Philosophie des “Bleibens”

——Das Denken Heideggers in seiner mittleren Periode——
Katsuya AKITOMI

Abstract: Zusammenfassung: Das Wort “Bleiben (bleiben)” ist ein
Schliisselwort des Denkens Heideggers. In seiner Abhandlung “Aus
einem Gespriach von der Sprache” schreibt Heidegger auf seine Studie
der Theologie zuriickblickend: “Ohne diese theologische Herkunft wire
ich nie auf den Weg des Denkens gelangt. Herkunft aber bleibt stets
Zukunft”. Dieser Satz zeigt, dal sich Heideggers Denken im Raum
des “Bleibens” bewegt, das von der Herkunft und der Zukunft be-
stimmt ist und zugleich die eigene Bewegtheit hat.

Ich versuche die Struktur des “Bleibens” aufzuschlieBen dadurch,
daB ich einerseits anhand Heideggers Interpretation von Hélderlins
Dichtung den Sinn des “Bleibens” im Zusammenhang mit dem “An-
fang” betrachte, und dafl ich andererseits Heideggers Denken selbst,
das zum Grund der Metaphysik zuriickzukehren sucht, als “das Den-
ken des Bleibens” auslege.

Aus unserer Betrachtung koénnen wir folgern, daB das “Bleiben” das
Offene ist, das zum “Heiligen” fiithrt, und daf} das “Heilige” zwischen
der Frage nach dem Sein und der Frage nach dem Gott (der Gotter)
steht und von Bedeutung ist, um den Zusammenhang zwischen Sein
und Gott aufzufassen.
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Phenomenology of Faith

——With reference to the faith phenomena
of the Sankaran tradition—

Yoshitsugu SAWAI

Abstract: From the phenomenological perspectives of faith, this
paper is an attempt to clarify the semantic structure of religious
commitments to the “supernatural,” which constitutes the important
factor of faith, with main reference to the languages of religious
faith. Faith is an intentional experience of a certain religious adher-
ent toward the “supernatural.” The languages of religious faith are
thus the expressions of such a faith, which reflect the reality of
human beings and the world. In our phenomenological research of
faith, we intend to understand the nature and structure of religious
adherents’ commitments.

In order to attain this aim, among religious phenomena in the
world, we mainly deal with the Sankaran Vedanta religious tradition
in India, which is traditionally said to have been founded by Sank-
ara, the most well-known philosopher of India. The subject matter
of our inquiry especially consists in the texts ascribed or traditionally
ascribed to Sarikara, which are regarded among the religious adher-
ents as the doctrinal scriptures in that religious tradition. By bringing
back these texts to the context of religious faith, we can recognize
the reality of this religious faith. In reality, these texts have been
orally handed down from generations to generations and are even at
present sung or recited daily.

Through this research of these religious languages as a case study,
we should like to elucidate the semantic world of faith or religious
cosmologies, which are implied in the languages of faith.
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