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Conversion to Japanese New Religion: The

Case of Igreja Messianica Mundial do Brasil
~—Church of World Messianity of Brasil—

Hideaki MATSUOKA

According to its spokesman, lgreja Messianica Mundial do Brasil
(IMMB, Church of World Messianity of Brasil) has 200, 000 followers,
which is second in size only to Seicho-No-le among Japanese New
Religions in Biazil. From different viewpoints, Nakamaki and Shim-
azono indicate some factors which facilitated the expansion of Japa-
nese New Religions into foreign countries. First, this paper considers
if these factors apply to the case of IMMB. The results are positive:
the factors which Nakamaki indicates in terms of adaptation, and
those which Shimazono indicates in terms of doctrine and content of
belief are found in IMMB. Second, by analaysing life-histories of the
followers, this paper discusses features of conversion to IMMB. It
reveales that some important doctrinal concepts of IMMB are common
or similar to those of influencial Brazilian religions such as Catholi-
cism, ardecismo and also Umbanda. Third, this paper makes it clear
that autonomy of the followers is one of the important features of
IMMB. By offering flexible community to the followers, this feature
makes IMMB attractive especially for urbanites,
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Christianity and the Spirit of Imperialism
——the Case of Yun Chi-ho-—

Hyun-hea Yang

In this essay, by way of an analysis of the structure of the faith
of Yun Chi-ho, a believer who has had considerable influence on
Christianity in Korea, and exploration is made of the relationship
between Christianity and spirit of imperialism. Yun Chi-ho imbibed
the knowledge of, American social evolationism, regarding the Chistian
ethic as an “improvementalist aserticism” of self-control and the
Christian God as the guardian of industrial civilization. In doing this
he constructed a Static monistic world view supported by the dual-
value theory of indistrial civilization=good =eternal happiness/ncn-
industrial civilization=bad =eternal ruin, and came under the spell
of a false consciousness which rejects conpletely the history and
tradition of one’s own people and encourages self-destruction through
subjection to imperialism.
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A Consideration of the Depiction of Late Western
In dian Buddhist Society and its Downfall
in Islamic Sources

~—Buddhism as an anti-Hindu Influence and the
Rise and Fall of its Carrier Class—

Shunji HOSAKA

Research on Indian Buddhism has in past virtually never made use
of Islamic historical materials. References to late Indian Buddhism in
Islamic Indian Sources are however plentiful (if also partial), The
author draws attention to this point, and attempts to employ Islamic
Indian sources to Buddhism’s late and final periods in India-periods
for which historical resources have been thought scarce.

In this article, through a comparison of the [Chachu Name], the
basic text of Islamic Indian history, and [Daito Seiikikil, an indispe-
nsable soucce in Buddhology, the author considers the causes of the
downfall of Buddhism in Western India.

At the time of Genjo Sanzo's visit to Western India, Western Indian
Buddhism was flourishing on a par with the Eastern Indian Buddhism
which has been thought the center of Buddhism. That this Western
Indian Buddhist Society declinec and fell with great speed in the face
of the Moslem attack becomes clear on reading chachu Name. 1t is
shocking to the Conventional wisdom to find that a major cause of
the demise of Buddhist society in Western India was Buddhists the-
mselves casting off their Buddhism and converting to Islam. In the
background here was the tension—religious as well as tribal-between
the main supporters of Buddhism and Hindus,

While there is undeniably bias in the Islamic account of these
events, that the Islamic sources are valuable to Buddhology, too,
surely cannot be denied.

(386) V



“God” and Time-Space” in Heidegger’s
“Contributions to Philosophy”

Tetsu SUZUKI

In his manuscript “Contributions to Philosophy” (1936—38),
Heidegger gives the name “happening” (Ereignis) to the “nature”
(Wesen) of “being” (Seyn), and defines the fundamental movement
of this “happening” as “turning” (Kehre), This “turning” develops
as “the turning between the call of being and man’s listening nature”
and as the turning between man’s listening nature and God’s necess-
ity.” Further, Heidegger calls the basis of the (unhidden qua a r&tia)
truth fit in being via these two turnings “time-space,” whose essence
it is to be the site-moment (Augenblicks-stitte) of the final God's
passing (Vorbeigang). In this paper the basic concepts of this
thinking are analyzed, and the attempt is made to clarify the relation
of timespace and the final God, and the human existence which
ought to be achieved in the light of this relation.

iv (sn



Religion und Sprache

—“Seinsfrage” und “Gottesfrage” bei Heidegger—
Shizuhiro TANIGUCHI

In dieser Abhandlung wird iiber das Verhiltnis zwischen “Religion
und Sprache” gedacht wund die Moglichkeit der sprachlichen
Darstellung der religidsen Dimension erdrtert. Zu diesem Zweck wird
hier die enge Beziehung zwischen “Seinsfrage” und “Gottesfrage” in
Heideggers Denken thematisiert. In seiner “Seinsfrage” geht es nicht
um das Sein als Grundwort der europiischen Metaphysik, sondern
um das Sein als etwas Urspriingliches und in diesem Sinne ist dieses
Sein “dem Gott” nahe. Im Grunde des Seinsdenkens Heideggers liegt
die “Gottesfrage”. In seinem Seinsdenken geht es also um die “Spra-
che”, mit der man etwas Urspriingliches (das Heilige) beschreiben
kann. In dieser Hinsicht findet Heidegger in der Dichtung Hélderlins
die Verwandtschaft zu seinem eigenen Denken. Das Wesen der
Dichtung Hélderlins liegt in der “Sprache”, mit der der Dichter “das
Heilige” nennt, und dieses Nennen ist gebunden an die “Winke der
Gotter”.

Mit dem Nennen des “Heiligen” beginnt aber die Geschichte der
Religion. Unsere Frage ist jetzt: “Mit welcher Sprache kann man das
Heilige darstellen?,” genauer: “Ist es iiberhaupt moglich, das Heilige
mit irgendeiner Sprache darzustellen?”. Hiermit moéchte ich im Denken
Heideggers die Molichkeit des Antwortens auf diese Frage suchen.
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The Move towards a Cosmic Christianity in
Eliade’s “Theology”

Michiaki OKUYAMA

The historical process of the withdrawal of the supreme sky-god
and his transformation into a deus otiosus that Eliade deals with in
his Patterns in Comparative Religion is closely bound up with the
ambiguous relationship that he posits between humans and the sacred,
an ambiguity that includes the ambivalence of the sacred and the
paradoxical nature of the human. Borrowing his use of the term
theology, it is possible here to speak of a “theology of divine with-
drawal.”

Yahweh, whom Eliade evinces as one example of a supreme sky-
god, is taken up in The Mpyth of the Eternal Return, a study of the
contrast between cosmos and history, in terms of the relationship of
the divine to history. Working from a theory of cyclical return, he
sees cosmology and liturgy as a kind of archaic ontology pivoting
about a particular myth of cosmogony. To some extent maintaining
the line of argument of cyclical return, he now draws attention to
the significance of the Judeo-Christian God as the appearance of will
in history and thence to the discovery of a new religious experience
in the form of faith in monotheism. This concern with Yahweh allows
us to speak of a second “theology” in Eliade.

Against the backdropof the relationship between history and the
sacred in Christianity on the one hand, and the “cosmic religion”
treated in The Sacred and the Profame on the other, we see Eliade
take up the synthesis of cosmic religion in rural Europe. This “cosmic
Christianity,” as he calls it in Myth and Reality, is for him a new
religious phenomenon that integrates cosmos and history. He sees in
it a kind of “popular theology” entrusted with the task of resisting
the terrors of history, as in the case of certain folk traditions in
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Rumania. [t is this third sense of theology that leads Eliade to his
reflections on a more universal popular religious history of Europe.
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