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Symbiosis of Endemic and Epidemic Religion

——using Brazil's Seicho no Ie as an Example——

Hirochika NAKAMAKI

Seicho no Ie in Brazil, while rooted in Japanese society, is at the
same time making inroads throughout Brazil among people of non-
Japanese extraction. It is the purpose of this paper to explain this
phenomenon using epidemiological and ecological methods.

The Brazilian center of Seicho no Ie symbiotically fuses the Organi-
zation’s Japanese-language and Portuguese-language sections, sections
which have endemic and epidemic characteristics, respectively. while
the endemic Japanese-language section of course is related to the ethni-
city of members of Japanese extraction, the epidemic Portuguese-langu-
age section evidently helps Brazilians more generally in solving serious
problems they encounter,

Seicho no Ie’s doctrine of the fundamental unity of all teachings and
Brazilians’ high valuation of their mixed culture are compatible here.
Further, the idealization of Japan and Japanese people has contributed
to Brazilians’ receptivity to “Japanese religion”. But concerned to
address family problems like husband-wife and parent-child relations,
they are involved in veneration of anc estors and care for the souls

of unborn children.

viii  9m




Ethnic History and Religion as seen at “Kitoh-in”;
The Frontiers of Korean Christianity

Kyoko FUCHIGAMI

71 5.9 =Kido-Weon is a form of faith specific to Korean Christianity,
which appears on its margins. Korean Christianity has developed in the
midst of Korea's history of suffering, the revival movement intoning
spiritual awakening extending throughout the land even in the crisis of
national partition. Hidden within this Christianity, however, folk religi-
osity has persisted in the form of heretical Christianity. In the years
since liberation, along with the revival of Christianity, Christian-type
new religions have repeatedly appeared under the banner of 7|59 =
kido-weon. And as the Pentecostal-led revival which began in the 1870s
has produced the largest-scale Christianization in history, the margins
of Pentecostalism have been the site of the shamanization of Korean
Christianity. 7]= 9 =Kido-Weon. the reappearance of the folk religion
of Korea in Christian form, is the true frontier of Korean Christianity,
since in it we are granted an anticipation of later stages of Chris-
tianity’s confrontation with Korea.
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Christian Mission and the Americanization
of the Japanese in Hawaii

——Rev. Takie Okumura and the New American Conference—

Ryo YOSHIDA

Takie okumura was a dedicated Christian minister who played a leading
role in the Christianizing and Americanizing the Japanese in prewar
Japan. Among his activities, the New Americans Conference, which
was held every year between 1927 and 1941, was the last and on the
largest scale of his educational program. Okumura’s primary focus was
the second generation Japanese (Nisei). As American citizens, he saw
this group as pivotal in coying with the ‘Japanese Problem’ which had
become so acute in Hawaii in the 1920s and 30s.

Past study of the Conference has overemphasized its ideological role
in the sense that the Conference forced the Nisei to accommodate to
the socio-political, economic and cultural order of the white Anglo-Saxon
(Haole) societ. It was argued that the Conference abetted the program
of Haole society to control the Japanese-who were looked upon as a
menace to the Haole social order.

In fact, Okumura's strategy for the Conference was not to turn the
Nisei into second class citizens rejecting cultural value in subordination
to Haole society. To the contrary, Okumura understood the process of
Americanization not as uncritically accommodation to' the established
order. He opposed slavish Americanization insisting that the Nisei should
acquire the best elements of American values, while at the same time,
integrating the best elements of Japanese cultural values. Americanization
meant to Okumura spiritual transformation. Thus, the Nisei should learn
to understand the principles of democracy: the representative system
of government, religious freedom, and universal education. They should
perform public service, be loyal to America and devote their life to
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the good of the nation. The Nisei sheuld embrace the Puritan spirit
and the Christian ethos while maintaining the Confucian ethical teachings
of loyalty, duty, courtesy, and so on. Moreover, the Nisei should
Ameicanize “the Bushido spirit handed down by their ancestors” and
bring these ethos with them to Hawaii. Okumura’'s own Makiki church
rebuilt in 1932 was modeled on the Kochi castle in order that they
should remember the “Bushido spirit” every time they saw the church.

Along with many Japanese Christian leaders in Meiji Japan, Okumura
reached Christianity via Confucian thought. He understood Christianity
as the “New Bushido,” or “Bushido refined into world religion.” For
example, Okumura referred to Abraham Lincoln as a symbolic figure
embodying the Bushido spirit, as “the image of true Samurai” and “the
incarnation of Bushido.” Okumura’s ministry was the New Bushidoniz-
ation of the Nisel.

Vi (199



A study of the Bu-dai belief and Chinese Zen sect

Nagai Masashi

After A.D. the 1st century, Buddism had been introduced into China.
Since then, Chinese people have accepted the thought of Buddism in a
various style. Some of them, come in contact with the thougt of Ru-
jlao (#F#) and Dao-jiao, (GE#) native to China, have an impact on
Chinese people. By the way, Bu-dai Qie-ci (#F4¥#) who was believed
to be the reincarnation of Maitreya (5#%)), was born in Tang (&)
period. Needless to say that Maitreya will appear at the end of the
world and extend a helping hand to people. But in the history of China,
sometimes the Maitreya belief was abused by the antiestablishment.
Their slogan was “A chaotic state has come, Maitreya descends to the
earth (K TXHE, W¥MATH)”. Under the circumstances, Chinese Zen
sect, from Song (5%8) to Ming (B§) period had to pay the most careful
attention to the Maitreya or Bu-dai belief. In this thesis, By using the
materials of Bu-dai’'s biography, I will study not not only the change
and development, but also its social background of the Bu-dai. belief.
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Seeking their own god

Haruki YAMAMOTO

The native religion of the Batak (Indonesia) has been exposed to
great danger of disintegration by colonization and Christianization since
the preceding century. Movements of religious character, like mellenar-
ianism, that were organized at the turn of century as a responce to
the disintegrating process, have almost ceased to exist with a few
remnants in today’s situation in which the Christian religion is dominant.
There still exists, however, an attempt to re-establish a new identity
of Batak people who are both bearers of their traditional value and
also of Christian faith. A study of Batak religion by Ph. O.L. Tobing
who is a Batak himself, is an example of this attempt. Tobing concen-
trates his study upon analysis of the structure of Batak’s belief in High
God that, according to Tobing, permeates all the creature which he has
created. Analizing his theory, we try to prove that his work, besides
being purely scholarly, has a practical character of seeking to gain a
new identity of Batak people.
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Ethnos and Religion

Wataru TAKAHASHI

Citing the wall-paintings of the tomb of Rekh-ma-ra at Thebes which
have preserved coloured portraits of the four great races distinguished
by the Egyptian, E.B. Tylor states, in ANTHROPOLOGY, that mankind
was already divided into well-marked races, distinguished by colour and
features. According to him, the four races are the redbrown Egyptians
themselves, the people of Palestine with their aquiline profile and bro-
wnish complexion, the flat-nosed, thick-lip-ped African negroes, and the
fairskinned Libyans.

Nowadays the word of race is commonly used in not cultural but
physical meaning. But the usages of such words as race, ethnos or
ethnic group, people and nation have not always been so certain. It is
to be understood, therefore, that the words have their own historical
characters which we could see in both the expressed with them and
the interpreted of them.

A classification which devides religions into two categories, folk-
religion and world-religion or universal religion, has been argued. The
existing religious situation in the world, however, shows that there is
no genuine “world-religion” actually, We can only see “the world
religions” changed into folk-religions by ethnic groups. What should be
called world-religion subsists in the very form to be called folk-religion,
in nature, as the following: Russian Church, Coptic Church, Ethiopian
Church, etc..

Recent ethnic conflicts are often grasped as an inter-religious struggle.
But the conflicts are not derived directly from religions themselves.
Ethnic conflict is a conflict of groups to other groups. Religion is but
a factor of organizing ethnic group. Group is reinforced by religion for
grouping.
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Here we have two social functions of religion.

The social function of religion has been conceived as integrative, that
is chiefly because the concept was derived from the investigations carried
out in such insular-communities with social and cultural traditions as
the villages in the Trobriand Islands or the Andaman Islands, by B.
Malinowski or Radcliffe-Brown.

We may call the integrative function of religion social function-for-
self of religion, while the function to reinforce grouping social function-
for-other of religion, which is actualized as an exclusive power for
other, and the power of which is directed by the dogma or the tenet
of religion.
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