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BUDDHISM IN MAHARASHTRA: SOME ANALYTICAL
DISTINCTIONS

T. FITZ GERALD AICHI GAKUIN UNIVERSITY

1. Introduction:

The research conducted until now has been mainly in Pune, Nagpur and the
Parbhani district of Marathawada, during December-April 1983/4, and February/
March 1991, and July and August, 1992.

Most of the research up to date has been conducted in the cities of Pune and
Nagpur, and in villages in the region of Marathawada, district Parbhani. 1 inte-
rviewed Buddhist college lecturers in Nagpur, Dharmacharis (bikkhus) at the
TBMSG temple in Pune (Trilokya Buddha Mahasangha), and ordinary people in
the villages. Parbhani is a backward district in terms of communications and
education and facilities. I also visited several villages in Pune district with the
organisers of a women’s rights campaign, and got an impression of the problems
which women of all low castes share, including Buddhist women. Recently I
spent 5 weeks in the village of Kerwadi with two research assistants and I have
data on various aspects of the village economy and social structure, including
the place of Buddhists.

2. Brief History.

Dr. Ambedkar was born an untouchable -Mahar caste- in 1891, His father
worked for the British army, so he went to a British school, got a scholarship
to study philosophy and anthropology at Columbia University and Law in London,
and returned to India in 1923. He quickly became the leader of the untouchab-
les, and fought against Gandhi who merely wanted to reform the caste system.
Ambedkar campaigned for its abolition and the introduction of social democracy
and egalitarianism. In 1947 he became the first Law Minister of India and virt-
ually wrote the Indian constitution. In the early 50's he gave up politics and
turned to religion. He had always argued that, in order to abolish untouchability,
it was necessary to abolish the caste system; and in order to abolish the caste
system, it was necessary to abolish Hinduism which provided the ideological
justification. Consequently he converted to Buddhism in public in 1956, interpr-
etino Buddhism as democratic and egalitarian, and appealing to others to follow

him into Buddhism. About 3 million did so, but nearly all are from his own
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Mahr caste. The Mahars now call themselves Buddhist; but the question is, has
much else changed?
3. Some Analytical Distinctions:

Last year I proposed the following analytical distinctions:

1. Village Buddhism.

2. Intellectual Buddhism as secular rationalism and social democracy;

3. Soteriological Buddhism.

There are certain problems with this format. For instance, where should I
place Urban Buddhis (with or without a local temple) of the non-intellectual
kind? Detailed research has yet to be done on local urban Buddhist communities.
Also, in my category 3) Soteriological Buddhism, 1 have only comprehensively
studied the Trilokya Bauddha Mahasangha (TBMSG), Though this may be the
best organised and effective sectarian organisation, the whole field of such
organisations, particularly the All India Bikkhu Sangha, needs to be researched.
(My colleague Dr. Shima Iwao of Kanazawa University has interviewed the
Japanese monk Serai Sasai at his temple in Nagpur).

Nevertheless, I am reasonably confident that this method of analysis is suffic-
iently flexible to accomodate data yet to be collected. Here I hardly have time
to mention, almost at random selection, some fidings concerning village Buddhism.
4, Type 1. Village Buddhism-the case of Kerwadi and neighbouring villages.

In the village context, being a Buddhist is partly synonymous with a change
of name from Mahar to Buddhist. This is an attempt at a new communal iden-
tity within the context of the caste system. This is not always the case. I met
some Buddhists who referred to themselves as Mahar, not Buddhist. But gener-
ally speaking, even the older generation call themselves Buddhist. This is linked
to another significant finding: even in these very backward villages, Buddhists
have almost universally given up the old Balutedari duties, most significantly
clearing, skinning and eating the dead animals of the higher castes. This was
traditionally a right, as well as a duty. In particular selling the dead skin was
a source of income for the Mahars. It seems that the Mang, the second largest
untouchable caste, and the Holare, have taken over this work I have two good
ways of proving that this generally speaking is the case. On the one hand the
Maratha and Hatkar men told us that Buddhists refuse to come to clear their
dead animals, and that this now done by Mang and Holare. Also, we discovered
in two nearby villages that Dhors, another untouchable caste, are still tanning

animal hides according to ancient primitive methods, and they confirmed that
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Mabhars no longer sell them skins. They now buy from Mang or Holar scavengers,
or from the Muslim butcher (Katik).

Thus Buddhists only work for cash as agricultural labourers: it is probable
that some of the women still clear cow-dung for the higher castes, but [ haven't
been able to establish this conclusively.

Buddhists have simple naming, marriage, and funeral services, at which a local
man will say the simple Buddhist prayers and confessions such as Panchsila and
Triratna. However, in this village they are involved in the worship of the chol-
era goddess Mariai. I watched 2 complete Mariai yatra: the Potraj was in one
case Mang, and in another case Holare; but I saw Buddhists making geat and
chicken sacrifices, durinking alcohol, going into possession trance, and dancing
with the Potraj in front of the goddesses shrine. This sometimes included being
whipped by the Potraj with a bull-whip. In Kerwadi the Mariai shrine is in the
Mahar/Buddhist wadaj in the neighbouring villages it is outside in the fields.

During the worship of Mariai, there is an an interesting procedure whereby
all the castes participate (except Brahmins), but differences between high and
low, veg. and non-veg., are maintained and even displayed.

Mariai is sometimes called Mangkali, and sometimes Maha Kali, by the local
people. At New Year (Chaitra, around March/April) many people of all castes go
on Pilgrimage to the Maha Kali temple in Chandrapur. ] visited this temple and
discovered something very interesting, This temple was founded in the 17th ce-
ntury by a Gond queen; the owners of the temple are Gurav, who usually act
as vegetarian pujaris in other temples, for instance at the Khandoba temple in
Jejuri; but the pujaris at this Chandrapur Mahakali temple and Brahmin, though
I do not know which sub-caste. The name Mangkali is the Gond name for Maha
Kali. The Gurav owners and the Brahmin pujaris deny that Mariai is the same,
and they have relegated the Mariai shrine to the back of the temple outside.
Yet thousands of people from Parbnani and Nanded districts go every year to
worship at that temple on the understanding that Maha Kali and Mariai are one
and the same goddess. There is no ,Space here to speculate on this interesting
question.

Let me conclude by saying that Buddhists are very much involved in the
Mariai cult, and according to all reports are also worshipping the whole range
of goddesses and otlier supernatural beings. There is some evidence of a genera-
tion split, but not much. And whether this very backward area is significantly
different from other areas needs further investigation.
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182

(780)



A8 ES

W +¢x0 A saddha % faith, confidence, 4Q:@ 5 %% faith conf-
idence AU .R10° HUSKVWEEAQKEL WRHVERN
R 400010 < W BRIF 9 I ad 10 eSS 46 O saddhd O
W50

w4 éraddhd D A®.Q 2% bhakti BE. LRV 548
5% D40 DOodARWE" Buddha-carita, Lankavatarasi-
tra, Mahdyana-siitralamkara fry 280 RV 510° U Ro%
Gita © bhakti % BauNE M O 5i0°

S’ Ao EHE BT EEN bhakti WE0Q
MELT VO A Re fraddhd WE O 50° UNEARA]
BENE R LR TR0 HuE mAan” =27 overse\ 3 ¥
$raddha MEZ A1y ete 'pi éraddhiya mamaiva ya-
nti pratyatmikam jianu na caiva vidyate ~4Q<o’ jhana
NEEOT Q0 55RO Sraddhdya OV 507 MR H
bhakti {4 5° para-Sraddhd -5 ad~a®

Gita XVll, 68 ¥ ya imam paramam guhyam mad-bhaktesv
abhidhdsyati bhaktim mayi pardm krtva man evaisyaty
asaméayah -UsQ<’ pardbhakti ‘A #E L’ KO <N Sradd-
hdvan anasliya§ ca §rnuydd api yo narah so 'pi muktah
$ubhallokan prapnuyit punya-karmanim A4Q<’ Sraddha %
#) bhakti @ 5 5 &V’ pard-sraddhd -2 5 adQ®
nAn XV, verse 51

parinirvrtam drstva mam’' atmabhdvam dhatiisu pijam

vidvidhdm karonti mdm ca@ apaSyanti janenti trsnam

tato rjukam citta prabhoti tesdim Q< trsnam 5
W o429 ROANM Buddba ¢ @ para-éraddhd ~v 5
N TN

Ay B fraddhd @Y’ adhimuleti ‘RELRQ° 1) K
A IR U DV S0y fraddbd BB R
5oadgan®

nAnQ sraddhd ROV EHELERRSWRY 5000
WP Gita RIK.Q.2re Sraddhd M Q SRR i)
present participle ~.Oy4Q.0.Q.x" Sraddhana (singlar or
plural) 48:Q 5 %7
adjetival form s9-@° X’ teminine noun §raddha © inst-
rumental singular Q@ §raddhayd OV K .5" Nomiraturi
cose 1 |EPELPRe°

HHSHEEA OV S a0 1 BT v A Q Sraddhd £
bhakti W7 pard-éruddha NSRRI

SEOBMuOY THWEQ bhakti v Gita © bhakti
A Q EHNRRA e 000

(=) Hara, Minoru, “Note on two sanskrit terms: Bhakti
and §raddha, Indo-Iranian Journal, Vol. VI, 1964,
pp. 124~145.

Sekido, Norio, “A study of the Mahayana Buddhi
ism with special reference to the Suddharma pun-
durika-siitra and the Mahubharata Bhisma Parva

ii) éraddhdvat or $raddhamaya eti -\

()

and §drti purva University of Delhi, Ph.D. disser-
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R0 AUN e | HOER IRELMHEOVY O A28
W QIR E OV HIE S IR 48 S W IR EE N E e
A I 400 AP 410 °

DH MRSV DN PR oY EEIRY R

SV KEARU R IV TEHOELOHBaRTEAN Y V10
w D Y0y | N REOOHE N O LR O PRIk Y
5100 PR &° Sruth ETO ViR | 2 8 IR P
ARRRT WO I EZ KB S LS TR T8k
QL NE~ ] UM QB VIRb VO KECREOR'RVE
s Srutlh MO VIR NEE OV L eiRdn-24Q:¢° Brihada-
ranyaka Upanishad € #Q° M Qdnik] N 2" @WWE
Prajapati ‘@HE:0 | 0 @a NN 2 “Da” NE v i dimyata (1
By~ <E 0% datta (BOWSH)” #EOL dayadh-
vam (GEER-21) AV RS N B0 IS T U 480
B2 fruti MERLOGUAPRe uR s TERM] Q
[AE | YA SR RE | M A 0°

Sruti MEIO~VIRRY 8 SV RN Sruti WD D LR
RB S 4 HE (v O W gk (R sukhdvativytha) %
Re° HEORBY O SWad —b — e’ K Nwx
il HsEH ERER 17 HAafio oS0’
KEELE [N s IQEWE Y (EETr) | WK Qs
Q| RAHRBWRY 500° N IO KRB M0N0
BN R IQENELHUEP" S & dVa2" QAR
$E.,0.0 S ML S Qa0 QRIE M A R0 ] iy
P4e°

PR UQHaHSN s JQMBLEEHFOIBVS AVAER
DV L0 ROWENI Y fruti @ NI A QM2 T
e VIRK QRN R O SR B 17 M@ (Dhamma) Q&
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ROWBMNOSDEJIM_2P 4 P~ KT QLWN R S VEHC
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T SVEHE N BRSO Q@ISR Bk eE LN
RO MK DD L0

DEDT TN JQMNE S PO PIRMSER I B K
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BOBOH U OIRMB L HOVRO Y SNy MRS
HLEVELRC )

e B IR M R O e KSR
— R IV —

£ g K K

K IRY S KHBNED e RE MNEEI MHE
Bl TRERBE] 2 HV VKoo oKWK uRQ”
HKHOEE - BEIL KK L0 OHBEY N By mBoR
RO - KB O S BRUEBYURSR O M
O H0°
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AN. Atthakanipita, Mahavagga M %" ER#NBHP K
HOLEQOMHE N THM] (plipa) RELORY 5007

KHQ K o4 el S o2 QRN SO
RE O Vo Ry R’ | BEYEEQWVERBLRLY S
NEQ A0 48° AN. Dasakanipita, Akankhavagga M 3¢
SV TG (vanna) %7 #HU-»T@ S HEC»2060 10
AR 5e°

=" KO RV

SN. Vangisatherasamyutta & J. 527 Ummadantijataka #
WIROL20e 4oy KHEQIKEL" O RHQINMHE
O WIENRE 01 U O 20 Therigatha 284 M %% TH#H
RS - O IR O Va0 RO N 500
A4e°

Theragatha ¥ 2" QKA RN RE SV EEN
R OLHHBMORAF® 40 .20° (1KY —1 YO HHIY
—HH<" HRER--EH" ML ete) o E K#HEQ
DL BP9 © VIR O FHINEE R0 Ao
SoBEARAROHVOSWY 50°

Therigathd IR KWW IRE" M0 QHE M &
BRAEOWVHKOHAN S0 = KEA VR O H e Qe
PH=YE" THT—=THI 11 ete) AKE»" KEQ
A IREHIN SO MR AR O R BEOE FHNELT Wiy
50°

BAe M7 B KO RaNERREA ¢ SuiHE P K

Q52 QIR D W RN DRI ORI R
SN HG o L RA 2 Q W’ Theragatha 98 o
NIRS " [T S VEOHOTE HEERKL Y e’ Fize
D O Wb S NN OEFE O OV AT Wik QB (0 v
M Y QEEAEKR ) Vi VO BB R
F.R 500

=" RO R
HFHONALF I EEFEOMR O MoKBom# 2 v
HaPR O LAY &1 MN. 13 Mahidukkhakkhandha-
sutta, J. 523 Alumbusijitaka, J. 526 Nalinikajataka, J. 527
Ummadantijataka, Therigathi 374—383 (Subhid Jivakamb-
avanikd), E11IH1 114K (Ambapall) #MIR.0.2:0 # <
CNEH ORI MIREM VLA OV T O~ Nl
STOOHRK<EE | BENRSBOUVAE Ve BKEZ N
MY WM<OWMERC0LOMO A2 BEN [ RK<EQHIK
mU-2% NA PR YR OQEEN O S WY $” Bhartrhari
4 Dandin # 6 Skt. HKiPLIEVQRE-PHNY THROEER
B 50 8T BRY O LW ORKE" ] 108 Bahiya-
jataka # ) m 0200

=" KROIKK

R 2 KEMEKFEDOBB VD QLR
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20OEHN S LY BRint 20l mR @ K S K E
O RO AR QL0 A M I B W 42 HEER AR AU AL
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