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Responsibility-ethics and Karmayoga
Terumitsu MAEKAWA

ABSTRACT: “Responsibility-ethics” discussed in “Politics as a
vocation” can be said to be Weber’s last word. It can also be said to
be a sort of contemporary chivalry. It can be, indeed, defined as “a
dignified ethical attitude which is based on the sachlich world view
and with which one devotes oneself to the realization of his own
intent, but, is not absolutely attached to the result of his own action
because of his awareness of the meaning of destiny”. Kshatriya's
karmayoga, discussed in the Bhagavadgita which Weber studied in his
Hindwism and Buddhism is, according to this new definition, a Hindu
counterpart of “responsibility-ethics”. Knowing that Max Weber had
found a counterpart of his own ethical position——although in a
comparatively restricted form——in “historical Hindu India” and
traced the process of its extinction from India, we cannot help but
question our former understanding of Hinduism and Buddhism, which
is Brahmancentered, and even our former understanding of Weberian
religious sociology as a whole.
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Transition of Experience (Erlebnis) as a Method:
Sensus Numinis as Sensus Communis

Satoko FUJIWARA

ABSTRACT: The question, “Is it impossible for scholars without
religious experiences to understand religions?”has been a controversial
focal point in the methodological discussion of religious studies. It is
true that at present the debate seems to have ended and the question
is generally answered in the negative. However, this settlement
holds good only by ignoring issues raised by past experience-oriented
method. There still remains the dividing line fixed by this method
between what can be understood exclusively by experiences and what
can be understood by a positivistic method. It is the reflection on this
line regarded as self-evident that is now required along with criticism
on the naive positivistic method. In this article, within the context
of the experience-oriented methodology centered by R.Otto's thoughts,
the substance of experience and the reason why experience was needed
to understand religions are discussed. The concept of ‘experience’
which was replaced by ‘feeling’ and ‘sense’ by Otto can be traced
back to the concept of ‘sensus communis’. By comparing his theory
with the theory of sensus communis i the humanistic tradition, it
appears that in spite of havingl ost the foundation which had sustain-
ed the theory of sensus communis, the methods of present phenome-
nologists as well as of Otto superficially adapted its concepts. This
resulted in that in their frameworks, the theories of phenomenology
and Otto involuntarily became similar to the positivism to which

they had opposed.
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The Kotohira Shrine and the Ujikosai

Hideo KOMATSU

ABSTRACT: Many people have paid a visit to the Konpira in the
Edo period and the Kotohira after the Meiji Restoration. The behavi-
ors and beliefs of these visitors have been investigated by many stu-
dents since the Meiji period, but those of the local people who have
lived in the Kotohira are not yet maid clear.

So from the sociological perspective, this paper clarifies the social
history of the Ujikosai that has been held by Kotohira's local people.
The Ujikosai came into existence in 1873 during the religious change
which is called the separation of Shinto and Buddism (shinbutsubunri)
in the Meiji Restoration and has become now one of the most impor-
tant ceremonies in the rite system of the Kotohira Shrine. While the
Taisal that is called the Otoninsan values the traditional manner of
Shinto (the Kotohira Shrine) and then separates from the local com-
munity, the Ujikosai expresses the beliefs and sentiments of the local
people and is the most important community life.

I think, to examine and make clear the organization and history of
the Ujikosai might contribute to the studies that are those on social
organization of Kotohira and the characteristics of Konpira beliefs
system. The perspective of this article lies in the local community

and people, not visitors.
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Dharmakirti’s Theory of Scripture
Argued Linguistic Philosophically

Toshihiko KIMURA

ABSTRACT: The great philosophers in the seventh century in India,
Dharmakirti, argued Brahmanical and Budhhist Scriptures in his
magnum opus, the Pramznaviarttikam. The Brahmanical Scripture
called “Vedah” had been deemed to be eternal and essential language
and to be heard by seers (rsayah). Dharmakirti rebuked this idea
of revelation (Srutih) by reason of the momentariness of language.
Mimamsakas asserted that the word had original meaning sessentially,
but Dharmakirti criticised this idea saying that the function of
language was determined by socialcustoms, thus it was artificial
(pauruseyah), According to him the value of Scripture is ascribed to
the author of it. Thus he praised Buddha as Preacher of the Four
Noble Truths (catvaryaryasatyani) and its 16 aspects such as non-
self-ness (nairatmyam) etc. This Buddhology and the practical system
are treated in detail in the Chapter of Religious Philosophy, which
we researched in our “Studies in the Religious Philosophy of Dharma-
kirti” in Japanese. Herc we rcported his idea on Scripture ($astram)
according to the Chapter of Inference (svarthanumanam), which can
be divided as follows. The verse nurabers are taken from D. Malvani-
ya's edition.

§ 3 Buddhist Canon (vv. 217—226)

§ 3a Criticism on the Theory of Non-artificiality of Language (vv.
227—252a)

§ 3b Criticism on the Sphota Theory of Language(vv. 252b—272a)

§ 3¢ Non-eternality of Language(vv. 272b—287a)

§ 3d Artificiality of Vedah (vv. 287b—3052)

§ 3¢ Conclusion of the Criticism of the Vedah (vv. 305b—343a)
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La Nature Mé&diatisant la Liberté
chez Ricceur

Fumiaki IWATA

ABSTRACT: Le but de notre article est d’éclairer une idée centrale
de la meétaphysique de Ricceur, en la comparant 4 la pensée d'un
philosophe appartenant a I'école du spiritualisme francais, Ravaisson,
pour saisir un sens essentiel du concept de Nature, c'est-d-dire (la
Nature médiatisant la Liberté).

{La Nature médiatisant la Liberté), que Ravaisson a bien expliquée
par une idée de I'habitude, Ricceur la recherche indirectement en
tentant une interprétation de la parole sur le mode exploratoire. La
différence entre Ravaisson et Ricoeur n’est pas réduite & un probléme
de moyen. Elle tire son origine dans la maniére dont ils reconnaissent
le probléme de la réconciliation entre la nature et la liberté. Ricceur
a approfondi une dualité subtile, existentielle, que Ravaisson n’a pas
bien comprise. Ricceur a remarqué que cette dualité conduissait a une
{Faute) grave.

Nous espérons que leur point de vue sur la (Nature) servira de
modéle pour comprendre la {Nature) surgissant dans la religion.
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