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Women and Korean Folk Divination

Izumi NIWA

ABSTRACT: Folk divination customs exist throughout all of Korea.
Called mudang, shamanesses share a common variety of religious
tools and dress, and these same customs can be traced back through
history to a very time.

In the first part of this paper, I use the material of divination songs
to discuss the kind of relationship found between shamanesses and
their patrons in the Ryoéngnam region of Korea. Placing this relation-
ship in a social context, I next discuss the Paridegi, considered to be
the creation myth of the shamanesses themselves, and assess the
symbolic role of the shamaness as depicted in that work.

In the last half of the paper, I reassess the framework of “Con-
fucian principle” and the “folk divination principle” which have been
commonly used to interpret Korean society. To this end, I adopt
the dialectical relationship between Victor Turner’s “structure,” with
its recognized character, and “antistructure” (“communitas”) with
its unrecognized character. In this way, I attempt to place the issues
introduced in the first half of the paper within a framework of
meaningful relation.
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The Model for Women as Bodhisattva

Takushit SUGIMOTO

ABSTRACT: Viewed both historically and socially, India has been
a world centered on men. That male-oriented history spread its cloud
directly over the contents of Buddhist scriptures, the most typical
example being the theory of the “five impediments”(goshs), and the
theory of “male-transformation” (henjo nanshi).

With the development of Mahayana Buddhism, the idea arose that
anyone could become a bodhisattva, and lay bodhisattvas became
active, eventuating in the appearance as well of female bodhisattvas,
some of whom surpassed their male counterparts.

It goes without saying that the prime example of this kind of
female bodhisattva was Queen Srimala. Many other women bodhisat-
tvas can be found in addition to Srimala, and most were virgins of
royal or noble birth, gifted with high intelligence and devout in
Buddhist training. The model for these women were devotees and
donors of Buddhist stupas and monasteries in southern India during
the second and fourth centuries (C.E.). These women existed within
circumstances where their fathers or husbands had turned their backs
on Buddhism, and they thus devoted themselves selflessly to Buddhism
and performed charitable works in order to liberate others and to
achieve their own nirvana.

And it was these women who can most appropriately be called
bodhisattvas. While these women were affiliated with early “school”
Buddhism, their history suggests the coexistence of early Theravada
and Mahayana groups.
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The Healing Rituals and Religious Professionals
of the Kuvalan of Taiwan

Jun SHIMIZU

ABSTRACT: The traditional religious prefessionals of the Kuvalan
tribe in Taiwan’s plains area are called mfiyu. The mtiyu use divin-
ation to diagnose the supernatural causes of illnesses, and the organi-
zation of mitiyu also invoke deities in healing rituals. The healing
rituals involving deities in healing rituals. The healing rituals invol-
ving the miiyu are of two kinds, called kisqi: z and paklabi. These
rituals are dirceted at female patients only, and the person who
performs a kisai: z ritual for the first time is considered to have the
qualification to to a mitiyu.

In this paper, I discuss the paklabi ritual, which is performed by
sick women who have already become mtiyu. Within the context of
shamanism theory, I analyze the meaning given to behavior during
the rituals, in the at tempt to point out the special characteristics
of the mtiyu as religious practitioners,
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The Mysteries of Mithras and the Cult of
Mother Goddesses

Hideo OGAWA

ABSTRACT: One well known feature of Mithraism was its
masculinity. Since the days of F. Cumont, the Mithraic ideas of god
and doctrine have been explained in a male-cetered way.

The two most representative imageries of this sect, however, are
the tauroctony group and the rock birth of the god. These clearly
relate to fecundity. There are, moreover, other feminine character-
istics: the name of the grade “nymphus” and busts of various god
desses. The are all aspects that remained in the Mithraic tradition,
even after the mysteries were tightly and uniformly organized into
a masculine cult.

The adaption of an Iranian male god instead of a mother goddess
and the introduction of masculine element instead of feminine ones
must have occurred at about the same time, that is, in the late
Hellenistic period.
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Mariologie im Kontext der Feministischen Theologie

Haruko OKANO

ABSTRACT: Auf die Gestalt Marias richtet sich gegenwirtig
aus verschiedenen Richtungen groBe Aufmerksamkeit. Im Sinne der
Enzyklika “Redemptoris Mater” von Papst Johannes Paul 1. betrachtet
die romischkatholische Kirche das Ende dieses Jahrtausends als
Advent— und damit als marianische Zeit—— im Hinblick auf das
Jahr 2000. Dies ist auch ein Versuch, dem Okumenischen Gesprich
eine neue Richtung zu geben. Um der Mariologie des Papstes
entgegenzukommen, sind von protestantischer und ostkirchlicher Seite
manche neuen mariologischen Erwigungen versucht worden.

In diesem Beitrag werden zunichst die pipstliche Mariologie und
dann die verschiedenen aktuellen Aussagen iiber Maria zusammen-
gefasst und diskutiert. Dabei gilt es auch, die charakteristischen
Stellungnahmen der Feministischen Theologie zu beriicksichtigen. Sie
stellen das Frausein Marias in den Mittelpunkt und fragen: “Wer ist
eigentlich Maria?” Diese Fragestellung zeugt von der Festigung des
weiblichen Selbstbewuftseins.

Das bedeutet aber nicht, daf die feministisch-theologischen Stellung-
nahmen zu Maria einheitlich wiren. Wenn man von kleinen Differenzen
absieht, lassen sie sich in drei Gruppen klassifizieren:

1. Maria als Himmelskonigin (im Sinne von Géttin) dient als Eman-
zipationsmodell, sofern ein Weiblich-Goéttliches gesucht wird, mit
dem Frauen sich identifizieren kénnen. Feministische Theologinnen
mit dieser Konzeption von der Apotheose Marias verlassen mehr
oder weniger den christlichen Glaubensboden.

2. Maria wird mit Hilfe der Tiefenpsychologie oder durch sozial-
kritische Hermeneutik des “fiat” und “magnifikat” als Typos der
ganzheitlichen Menschseins gedeutet.

3. Ablehnung Marias als Emanzipationsmodell und Ankniipfung an
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andere biblische Frauengestalten bzw. Korrektur des -einseitig

patriarchalisch gepriagten Gottesbildes als Voraussetzung einer

ausgeglichenen Geschlechter-Anthroplogie. (Mann und Frau als Bild

Gottes).

Indem wir diese kritischen Ansitze der feministisch-theologischen
Mariologie darstellen, fallt die Diskrepanz zwischen der evangelischen
und der katholischen Einstellung ins Auge, die aber keineswegs negativ
zu bewerten ist.

asen v



Religion and Sexuality

Aiko OGOSHI

ABSTRACT: In his theoretical hypothesis on the archeological
rupture in the history of sexuality, Foucalt has proposed that there
are two different paradigms of sexuality. In this paper, I apply this
archeological method to the study of religion and attempt to develope
the theoretical premise that in religion there are two different
paradigms of sexuality, one of which has a positive attitude toward
sexuality and the other of which has a negative attitude.

I also attempt to substantiate the above premise theoretically by
the following four theories; the sacred-secular theory, depth psycho-
logy, post-structuralism and women’s studies. In the sacred-secular
theory, Eliade elucidates the cosmological and sacred meanings of sex
and sexuality. In depth psychology, the ambiguious roles of sex and
sexuality are considered by using the archetype of the Great Mother
in the process of consciousness-formation. From the standpoint of
post-structuralism, Kristeva analyzes the ambivalent feelings toward
sex and sexuality rooted in the depth of culture by using the concept
‘abjection’. From the standpoint of women’s studies, the patriarahal
views and patriarchal systems of religions are re-examined, and the
cause of the double standard of sex is pursued.

In the present paper my aim is to present the structural perspective
on the origins of sexism in religions through the consideration of the
above theories,
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Hierarchy of Gender

——An introduction toward the study of religions
from the point of view of feminism——

Midori IGETA

ABSTRACT: Through this paper, I present an introduction toward
the study of Japanese new religions from the poit of view of
feminism. Religions, generally speaking, rouse feminists to antipathy,
becuse they judge religions have functioned as one of the most
effective social apparatus for maintenance of the androcentric value
system. It seems natural for those who are on the side of feminism
in Japan to be rather indifferent to study religions. I, however,
insist on the neccesity to understand religions, especially Japanese
new religions, as a sociocultural system which makes women of
today form their gender identity, or internalize the ideology about
women made by men.

Japanese new religions could be regarded as one kind of “therapeutic
subculture”, which Japanese culture crystalized under the pressure
from the outside world and in the process of inside moddernization,
in order to heal the serious conflicts. What particularly attracts our
attention is that not a few new religions in Japan as “thera-peutic
subculture” aim at the women’s salvation and they hope it would be
possible to overcome the social crisis and create the order again by
awakening of the gender consciousness, or reinforcing of the ideology
of the sacred “gender hierarchy” which they believe not cultural but
“natural” order

In Japanese new religious movements, women have often played
the important roles. Nevertheless, except for women founders, they
have scarcely become the objects of the study of new religions. The
researcrers’ inner androcentrism have trivialized women as object.
Feminism intend to reveal not only the androcentric ideology the

Qe i




object has but also the male bias the subject of the accademic
research has.

The feminism viewpoit should have the reasonable standpoint which
is able to relativize itself, for the very reason that feminism denies
taking the position of cultural relativism on sexism. So if we adopt
that perspective, we need to place the relationship between women
and men in the context of all the inequitable human relations, the
structure of power contorol or ruling systems, and inquire what
ultimately justifies those ideology and institutions.
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