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The Dynamics of Scriptural Exegesis:
Jacob Bohme’s Interpretation of Genesis

Hidetaka FUKASAWA

ABSTRACT: While ignored within most historical studies of scri-
ptural exegesis—including both those undertaken from the theological
and church-historical standpoints—Jacob Bohme's interpretation of
Genesis was both broad in scope and great in influence, and it involves
issues which do not stop at scriptural hermeneutics, narrowly defined.

In this study, I have attempted to explicate the interpretation of
Genesis found in three of Béhme's writings, each one of which is
representative of a major period in Béhme's productive life. I have
paid particular attention to the change in Béhme's exegesis, and have
attempted to clarify these changes from the standpoint of the principle
of interpretation involved, their form, and contents. This comparison
of Bohme's exegesis in the three periods not only allows us to better
understand the development and maturity of his understanding of Ge-
nesis, but also clarifies the enduring fundamental motive for his Ge-
nesis exegesis.

Bohme's primary interest in interpreting Genesis is in linking the
various representations and history of Genesis to his own theosophical,
natural-philosophical world-view. At the same time, that interpretation
represented an attempt to overcome the deep gap between self and
Genesis-as-scripture, a gap occasioned by various reasons inherent and
extrinsic to tradition. As one part of a comprehensive interpretative
activity, Bohme's Genesis exegesis was also a clear indication of a
more general dynamic process of scriptural exegesis, one which was
performed within the mutual dialectical restrictions of scripture and
interpreter. And it can be assumed that the same kind of dynamics
exists at the root of the general historical transmission of religious
things.
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Ignatius of Loyola’s Theory of Obedience
kiyoshi KOBAYASHI

ABSTRACT : Ignatius of Loyola achieved a certain world view as a
result of his mystical experience in Manresa. He indicated this
experiential world view in his Spiritual Exercises, and energetically
attempted to realize it through the activity of the organization The

’”»

“Society of Jesus.” The Society of Jesus had as its purpose the
realization of Loyola’'s world view, and was organized so as to
effectively function toward that end.

Within the Society of Jesus, Ignatius never ceased to emphasize
the virtue of obedience. The principle of obedience played a pivotal
role in the apostolic activities of the Society throughout the world
and moreover in the union of Society as a single integrated body.

The virtue of obedience was given a multitude of meanings within
Loyola’s Spiritual Exercises and in his letters. But it is clear that the
original purpose for emphasizing this virtue was related to the
organizational form of the Society of Jesus, and was meant as a
means of allowing the Society to function effectively.

Ignatius had no choice but to emphasize obedience within the
Society in order to realize his world view, or to put it in other
words, obedience was an indispensable element for the realization
of Ignatius’ world view. In this article, I study Ignatius’ writings
relating to obedience, and attempt to elucidate the meaning of this
important term.
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The ‘Uniqueness’ of the Anabaptism in “the
Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism”

Masanao KATSUMATA

ABSTRACT : In The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism,
the fact that Weber places the Anabaptism alongside Calvinism as
“aunique bearer” of ascetic Protestantism is due to the fact that
Weber believed that the former was a inheritor of the primitive
Christian belief in the “acosmic love,” and because the latter was a
inheritor of the tendency toward the establishment of order through
a unified world view, which in turn was brought about through
the “elimination of magic” originating in ancient Judaism. We can
further confirm these two religious lineages by a recomposition of
his postulated Jewish-Christian history centering on the primitive
Christianity. The formation of a sect based on the “acosmic love”
is an indispensible medium for the development toward modern
society, but what is more fundamental is the fact that secular
spheres were eliminated of magic through the formation of a unitary
world view based on the Hebrew creator God, and that those spheres
were allowed autonomous developments. It is also ironic that the
result of that developments was a secularism within which the
influence of religious sects was reduced. As a result, in his revision
of “the Protestant Ethic” Weber later placed more emphasis on the
importance of a “elimination of magic.”

(Key Words> Anabaptism, “acosmic love”; Calvinism, “elimination of
magic”; primary community; sect asa medium; paradoxical develop-
ment; autonomous developments of secular spheres.
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Life-cycle and the Attitude toward
Life and Death

Teruo UTSUNOMIYA

ABSTRACT : Tt is often claimed that the fundamental function of
representations regarding life after death or eternal life consists in
casing fear and anxiety about death as universal human emotions,
thereby preventing the irruption of instability into the pattern of
everyday life, and making possible a positive attitude toward living.
It is also often said that by relieving the anxiety and fear of death,
such representations make it possible for individual human beings to
accept their own deaths. According to such claims, the representations
regarding life after death or eternal life are not only the source for
people’s positive way of living but also the source for people’s abilily
to accept their own limited—-and therefore mortal-——human lives.
This paper considers the human life-cycle theory of E.H. Erikson and
the theory of the structure of the life-world suggested by A. Schutz
in order to criticize the conventional views on the function of belief
in the afterlife noted above.

The direction and support for human life is to be found not in
abstract concepts like life after death, but within the concrete
practice of human life. However, at the base of any specific form
of human life practice lies a certain image of the “life-course,” and
that image forms the core of the community's world view. Various
experiences and activities of human life are given meanings in terms
of this image. It is within the process whereby life is given
meanings that human beings can find their positive ways of living
includiug the conditions making it possible to accept their own
deaths.
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The Process of Becoming a Female
Religious Founder

Atsuko USUI

ABSTRACT : Nakayama Miki and Deguchi Nao can be considered
representative female religious founders in Japan. This paper examines
the kind of world view whose formation led to the process of change
from mikoto foundress following their experience with spirit possession.
As part of this study, I adopt the concept of “sexual self-recognition”
which occurs as a part of psychological development, and try to
show that these women's world views and their views of human
life were closely related to the axis of “sex.” Further, that their
“principle of peaceful harmony” (wags no genri) developed as the
spontaneous internal value behind their religious behavior.

In addition, in order for the process of charismatic leadership to
have a realistic base, the process of transmitting a religion to convert
followers assumes the development of a common world view, toge-
ther with an orientation toward realistic realization of that world
view.

As a result, the purpose of this paper is to use the problem of the
transmission and legitimation of charisma as a vehicle for considering
the way in which the foundresses’ internal values developed within
their later human relationships, and how those values stimulated
the development of the women’s charisma as “religious foundresses.”
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