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A Philosophy of Religious Pluralism
Hiromasa MASE

ABSTRACT : The relation between human response to the ultimate
divine Reality and the cumulative religious traditions within which
this occurs, has produced many different thoughts. The main thoughts
are three in number. The first, which we may call “exclusivism”,
relates salvation/liberation/satori/kenshé exclusively to one particular
tradition. The second, which we may call “inclusivism”, sees this as
taking place within the contexts of all the other great world tradi-
tions, but regards this, though it happens, as the source of salvation
in one particular tradition. The third, which we may call “pluralism”,
accepts that this is taking place within all the great religious tradi-
tions, so that it frankly acknowledges that there is a plurality of
saving human responses to the ultimate divine Reality.

Today’s major discussion of forming a theology of religions or a
world theology seems to circle around and reflect religious pluralism
as a comparably simpler and more realistic model of thought. Religious
pluralism is the view that there is not merely one way but a plurality
of ways of salvation/liberation/satori/kenshé. In other words, there is
a plurality of divine revelations making possible a plurality of forms
of saving human response.

Thus the main thing to do in this article is to provide a philosoph-
ical framework for religious pluralism and justify it as a new chapter
of modern philosophy of religion.
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The Philosophy of Absolute Nothingness
in West Germany

——Concentrating on the Study on
NISHITANI by H. WALDENFELS—

Kiyoshi HIMI

ABSTRACT : In West Germany many studies on the philosophy of
absolute nothingness have been made and from among them this paper
considers the study on Keiji Nishitani by H. Waldenfels.

Waldenfels has made it his theme to accomplish mutual understand-
ing between Buddhism and Christianity. The philosophy of absolute
nothingness, which he regards as a remarkable philosophical develop-
ment of Buddhist thought, is an important representative on the side
of Buddhism.

At first this paper will discuss how he values the philosophy of
absolute nothingness among the tradition of Buddhist thought and how
highly he regards Nishitani’s thought from the viewpoint of its mod-
ern characteristic, especially in relation to Kitaro Nishida.

Next this paper wants to look over how largely he has accepted
Nishitani’s theory on absolute nothingness or “$tinyata” and how he
has brought abundant fruits into the theological research and has built
means by which a deeper dialog with Buddhism can be developed. It
is most important that he intends, following Nishitani, to think per-
and from there he

¥4 =9

sonality again from the standpoint of “Stinyata
will develop the possibility of the new experience, not only about
“human relations but also about the relation between God and man.
Key Words: absolute nothingness, §iinyata (emptiness), dialog, Keiji
Nishitani, Hans Waldenfels, nihilism, egotekikankei (circuminsessional

relation). kendsis (emptying), ekkenosis (self-emptying)
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The religiousness in Heidegger’s philosophy
Hiroshi TAKEHARA

ABSTRACT ! Heidegger mentions that one of the characteristics
of modern times is the “Entgbtterung.” The “Entgbtterung” is the
state of loss of decision with regard to the god and the gods. And
he says that this occurrence causes bring about the religious relation
with god.

Heidegger has a view that modern times is the epoch of subjectiv-
isme which began from Decarte and Nietzsche accomplished. In a
word, modern times is the epoch of objection of the world with the
schema of subjest-object relation.

Heidegger says that on the ground of this, Nihilisme is given rise
to. Nihilisme is not the loss of supreme vale, as Nietzsche insisted,
but the concealment of Being. Within the original openness of Being,
the human being and the god form the mutual dependent play space.
By the conealment of Being caused by the objectivation of the world
caused by uprising of modern subjectivisme, the relation of human
being and god is changed into the relation between a believer and
the god, and the relation with god became insided. This is the
religiousness Heidegger insists.
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Nishida Philosophy and Dogen’s Zen
Gen’yu SUGIO

ABSTRACT : In his later years, Kitaro Nishida refers to Dogen
often in his articles, perhaps because he was opposed to Hajime
Tanabe’s studies in Dogen. Nishida Kitaré wrote in a number of
places regarding Dogen. Nishida had ardently sat in zazen during his
youth, and it was thus not at all strange that he later showed an
interest in Dogen. Only, rather than reading Dogen faithfully and in
detail, he seems to have been attempting a forced interpretation of
Dogen by his own philosophical logic. Though regrettable, his forced
interpretation may have been natural for him. We must allow for
his place as a highly creative thinker.

It seems difficult to apply Nishida’s logic of zettaimujunteki-jikodoitu
(self-identity in absolute contradictory) dirrectly to Dogen, who never
viewed human beings as mere common mortals. However, both Dogen
and Nishida were agreed that the choetuteki-issha (the Absolute Being),
in Nishida’s term, gives forms to all things in nature as its self-
limitation and self-expression. Therefore, we may say that Nishida's
logic is of great use for the understanding of Dogen, especially for
the precise interpretation of the Shobogenzo.
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Hermeneutics and the Analysis of Religious Speech

——Dealing Chiefly with a Textual Analysis of Genesis—
Keiichi KOBAYASHI

ABSTRACT : It is the chief task of hermenecutics to read texts and
interpret what they means, to extract meaning and denotation from
the text. So-called philosophical structuralists, however, deny the de-
notative aspect of texts, and say that by extracting the fundamental
structure of the text, similar structures can be discovered apart from
the text, in such other areas as social structure.

But in this kind of deep search, only one aspect of the textual
structure is emphasized, with the result that the text is not being
read in its entirety. In the posture of reading a text, it thus appears
that several semiological approaches are appropriate.

In this context, when structuralist Edmund Leach’s analyses of sev-
eral tales within the biblical account of creation are compared and
analyzed based on semiological methods, it appears—per expectation
—that the latter is the more trustworthy method. In addition, struc-
turalists deny the “denotative” nature of language, but the fact that
texts have denotation can also be confirmed through the semiological
approach. As a result, from the standpoint of hermeneutics, which
places heavy emphasis on this denotative aspect, it appears that the
semiological analysis of texts is both fruitful and necessary.
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The Dimension of Depth and the Horizon of Reason

Akira OMINE

ABSTRACT : Heidegger and Tillich considered the spiritual condition
of the modern world as a matter of a loss of the “dimension of depth.”
This expression declares on the one hand that the problems of the
modern world are in : “sence religious problems, while on the other
hand it declares that t.= problem of religion is not merely a problem
of human consciousness, vut the problem of human existence itself.

The loss of the dimension of depth thus means the problem of religion
in these two overlapping senses.
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