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PLUTARCH’S VIEW OF GOD
—‘ON THE “E” AT DELPHI'—
Toshio Mikoda

ABSTRACT: Plutarch (ca. 46~120 C. E.) is counted among the
pioneers of Middle-Platonism or Neo-Platonism. His works, however,
cover such a wide range of subject matter that he has not been
highly evaluated as a thinker. For example, his ‘On the E at Delphi’
one of his “Putian Dialogues”—indicates his wide breadth of knowl-
edge concerning contemporary philosophy and religions, but at the
same time, one can perceive that he was also making use of his
philosophic training here in order to advance beyond the traditional
Delphian Theology and establish a kind of “theology of religion.”

This attempt involved an application of Platonistic transcendentalism
to the Apollo of Delphi. In this process he uses such concepts and
attributes as “the one,” “the eternal,” and “the unborn and undying,”
but his intent is particularly well displayed in his interpretation of
“E” as “You are.” In turn, this can be viewed as a preparatory
step on the way to the Christian view of God which developed in the
same and subsequent periods.
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PRAYER AS SPEECH ACT
——From the Perspectives of Schutz, Wittgenstein and Austin—

Keiji Hosikawa

ABSTRACT : This essay aims at a discussion on Christian prayer from
a viewpoint not often adopted in Japan, namely a viewpoint based on
the perspectives of such analytical philosophers and philosophers of
religion as L. Wittgenstein, J. L. Austin, J. R. Searle, D. D. Evans,
and the phenomenologist A. Schutz. The position advanced here attem-
pts to view prayer as an activity to form a certain reality, which
Christians can subjectively enter into and live in, as an enclave within
the world of everyday life. This activity is carried out through per-
formative and self-involving language-games which abide by certain
Christian rules for expressing praise, confession, thanksgiving, petition
and intercession.

The essay’s develoment is as follows: (1)General survey of the under-
standing of the nature of prayer and the personlity of God upon which
it is premised, (2)Discussion on the process by which the place of prayer
is set apart as a process in which prayer singles out a certain reality
from the world of everyday life, (3)Understanding of prayer as “a kind
of system of language-games” based on the fact of an intimate relation
between reality and language, (4) Discussion on the particularly imp-
ortant aspects of prayer as “performative utterance” and “self-involving
activity”.

i, 466) Vv



The systems of updya and $aktipata in Kashmir Saivism

Jun Takashima

ABSTRACT : This paper investigates the soteriological system of
Kashmir Saivism according to Tantriloka of the great Hindu philoso-
pher Abhinavagupta. First, we look into its theory of bondage of soul
(pasa=mala), comparing it with that of Saivasiddhanta school. Secondly,
we analize the system of four u#paya, methods of salvation. This system
is mainly constituted by various methods of self-salvation such as yogic
meditation etc. but it contains also various rituals, especially initiation
rituals (diksa), which are methods of salvation by divine grace. And
the choice among these methods by a disciple depends on the degree
of the penetration of the power of divine grace (Saktipiata), and we
can see that the notion of bhakti (which is the manifestation of divine
grace) plays an important role in salvation. In this fashion, Kashmir
Saivism offers a synthetic system of salvation methods, which serves
not only for ‘virtuosos’ who practice mystical technics but also for
ordinary bhdaktas who rest as householders.
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Sur les critiques de Gabeiel Marcel
a propos de {la preuve de I’existence de Dieu)

Kei Kobayashi

ABSTRACT : Le sujet de cet essai est un recherche sur les express
ions des attitudes critiques de Gabriel Marcel, 4 I'égard de l'idée de
{la preuve de I'existence de Dieu) scolastique, comme une partie des
études successives pour éclaircir les caractéres fondamentaux de ses
pensées religieuses.

Dans les années 1920, Marcel, qui n’avait pas été originellement
un chrétien, a fait une conversion religieuse en creusant profondément
ses recherches philosophiques, et il est finalement devenu un membre
de I'Eglise Catholique. Cette époque était aussi une période de grande
florisation des pensées de néo-scolasticisme, une série des efforts pour
rétablir la philosophie de Saint Thomas d’Aquin. Située en dimension
existentielle, la pensée de Marcel ne s’accordait pas fondamentalement
avec la tendance rationnelle de ce néo-scolasticisme. Mais céla ne
revient pas & dire qu’il ait entiérement refusé la tradition scolastique,
ui, qui était & la fois un philosophe et un croyant de catholique.

D’aprés sa pensée fondée sur la distinction stricte de {probléme}) que
la connaissance objective regarde et de {méta-probléme), ou {mystére},
qui est inséparable de la personnalité subjective ou intersubjective,
Dieu comme {Toi absolu) métaproblématique, dans une communion
de {Je et tu) o Dieu révele & {moi) terrestre et (je) crois en Dieu,
ne peut pas étre traité comme un {probléme) prouvable. Marcel
estime cependant la théorie de cette {preuve) scolastique en tant
qu’elle est interprétée sous le but de {témoigner) personnellement de
la foi aux non-croyants. Mais il critique que la méthode rationnelle
de cette {preuve), essenticllement dans la relation de {je et i), ne
peut pas satisfaire ce but de {témoignage) dans la relation de {je et
tu), dont la dimension ontologique en est différente, a travers la
situation existentielle.

Etudiant ses réflexions critiques qui tiennent compte de la théologie
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naturelle de Saint Thomas principalement et de ce qu'on appelle
{argument ontologique) de Saint Anselme ensemble, et les explorant
selon le contexte de développement total de ses pensées, nous voulons
voir dans cet essai une valeur philosophique religicuse de la liaison

entre sa réflexion existentielle et la foi chrétienne 2 la Révélation
elle-méme.
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New Religious Movements in Okinawa
——A Case Study of “Seitenkd shinmeigli”——

Yoshihiro Adachi

ABSTRACT: In Okinawa several new religious movements have
been developing which can be considered to be derived from Okina-
wan traditional shamanistic religions. ‘

In this article we will take up “Seitenk0d shinmeigll” as a case study
of such sort of Okinawan new religious movements. Through detail
studies of the sacred scripture by its founder, we would like to find
out the religious cosmology of “Seitenko shinmeigii”.

First, the historical social situation of Okinawa today should be
clarified so as to interpret her religious orientation and attitude. This
would enable us to argue that the Okinawan cultural mentarity has
been projected in her religion.

Secondly, we will proceed to deal with her concept of gods and
religious rites in terms of her religious orientation.

Lastly, we will analyze the principle of “Musubi” which lies in the
basis and core of her cosmology and color all the elements of the
cosmology.
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