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ISSUES IN NICHIREN’S EARLY PROSELYTIZATION

Watanabe Hoyo

ABSTRACT : There is no doubt that Nichiren from the start em-
phasized the exclusive practice of intonation of the Daimoku, while
on the other hand directing criticism at Pure Land teaching. This
paper, however, considers his early propagation not through his reflect
ions of later years ,but rather through early-period compilation, the
Shohokkedaimokushs. While the Hokke daimokushi------ compiled later at
Awa:----- deals directly with the theory of exclusive practice of Dai-
moku recitation, the Shéohokke daimokusho is characterized by a consid-
erable allotment of space to criticism of Pure Land teaching, with
the addition of exclusive recitation as a conclusion.

Moreover, this work clearly brings up the problem of the inescapable
alternative of submission to or rejection of the Lotus Sutra. When
the Nembutsu mugen jigokushé and other documents are examined in
this context, the fear of falling into hell is made an issue, thus
indicating that this problem is intimately related to the logic of
whether to accept or deny the True Law.

In addition, it can be seen that this logic did not signify mere
submission to an external force, but was basically the central kernel
of a logic of internal faith. Finally, the development of this kind of
logic should be noted as a originating from the issue of the salvation
of all sentient beings under the conditions of Final Age of Dharma.

Key Words: Nichiren; exclusive practice of Daimoku; Hell; blas-
phemy of the true law (hibo shobo [hobo]); salvation of all sentient
beings.
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ENCOUNTER WITH AN EVANGELIST OF
MODERN JAPANESE BUDDHISM
Fujii Takeshi

ABSTRACT: This paper investigates the process within modern
Japanese Buddhism in which a single individual meets a Buddhist
evangelist and comes to follow him. As material, the paper considers
an ordinary Jodo Shinshii priest named Sekifuji Joshd, together with
Sanada Masumaru, founder of the Dai-Nihon Bukkyo Saisei-Gun.

Sekifuji was born in 1890 as the eldest son of a farmer, but he
was attracted to temple life and became a priest of the Honganji-ha.
Thereafter he came to have doubts about the conditions found within
temples at the time, and approached a position of modern Buddhist
idealism, but was still left unsatisfied. At that point, he met Sanada
Masumaru, and attracted by his simple, selfless character, decided to
enter the Bukkyo Saisei-Gun. But unlike Akegarasu Haya of the ide-
alism movement, Sanada Masumaru stood somewhat closer to a sect-
arian structure, and it seems the case that in the process of Sekifuji’s
coming to treat Sanada as his teacher, there was a complex interac-
tion of his character, background, and environment at his place of
birth. In particular, one can point out as important factors the trend
at the village level toward faith in myokonin-like figures, the lack of a
scholastic disposition, and the overcoming of an inferiority complex.

By examining this example, one can evaluate the process of accept-
ance of the teaching of an ordinary evangelist and resulting partic-
ipation in a proselytization movement in a way that contrasts with
figures like Akegarasu Haya.

Key Words: Modern Japanese Buddhism; Evangelist; Dai-Nihon
Bukkyo Saisei-Gun; Sekifuji Joshd; Shinran; myokonin; idealism,
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JAPANESE PROPAGATION BY THE FUKYU
FUKUIN SHINKYO DENDOKAI
——FOCUSING ON ACTIVITIES IN THE LATE 1880'S—
Sekioka Kazushige

ABSTRACT : This paper considers the theology used by the Fukyd
Fukuin Shinkyd Dendokai in its propagation activities, in particular
its unique characteristics in comparison to orthodox Christianity.

In previous studies of Japanese Protestantism, this group has been
included within the “Tubingen school,” and has been noted particular-
ly for the great impact it had on orthodox Christianity through its
use of Bible criticism. While this view is not incorrect, it does not
do full justice to activities of the organization in Japan. The charac-
teristics of this organization’s propagation in Japan should rather be
said to be in their view of Japanese religion.

Namely, while orthodox Christian sects viewed the various relig-
ions of Japan as heterodox and heretical, firmly emphasizing conver-
sion to Christianity, the Fukyd Fukuin Shinkyo DendGkai was of the
“History of Religions School,” and thus recognized the validity of va-
rious Japanese religions for their revelation of God and truth. As a
result, the ultimate objective was not necessarily seen as conversion,
but rather the formation of a “Japanese Christianity” which would
incorporate elements of Japanese traditional thought, religion,culture,
and national characterisics. It is here that the prime features of the
Fukyt Fukuin Shinkyd Denddkai should be seen.

Keywords: Tubingen School, History of Religions School, Orthodox
Christianity, Japanese Christianity, conversion.

1. The Fukyi Fukuin Shinkyd Dendokai in the late 1880’s.
2. Fukyt Fukuin Shinkyd Denddkai (abbr. DendoOkai).
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The PROCESS OF DISSEMINATION OF A NEW
RELIGION IN A LOCAL AREA
——A CASE STUDY OF THE IINAN BRANOH OF ENNO-KYO—

Isooka Tetsuya

ABSTRACT : This paper presents a case study analized the dissem-
ination, penetration, and establishing process and factors of a new
religion in a mountain village. The case is the linan branch of the
religion Enno-kyo in the region of Mori, lidaka-cho, Iinan-gun, Mie-ken.

The conclusions reached in this paper are as follows: (1) the
primary occasion for the reception of Enndo-ky0 are the presentation,
clarification, and solution of problems raised in the religion’s scrip-
tures. The practices employed by the group exist in harmony with
the traditional faith concentrated on “present-world benefits” in the
local area; (2) in the case of women converts, the counseling relat-
ionship with the branch leader make a contribution to the reception
of Enno-Kyo (3) spread of the religion is achieved through family and
relatives, expanding to the surrounding area; (4) firm establishment
of the religion was the result of the successful leadership of the bra-
nch head (husband wife combination), thus making effective heigh-
tening of group cohesion, and a successful approach to the local
society. In this process, important secondary factors were the com-
monality and affinity of Enno-kyo with local beliefs such as freedom
choice of with regard to the object of faith, and the presence of
ujigami and ancestor worship.

Key Words: Process of propagation, penetration, and establishment ;
Enno-ky0, practices, scriptures, counseling relationship.
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OUCHI SEIRAN’S CONCEPT OF BUDDHIST
PROSELYTIZATION, AND PROBLEMS SURROUNDING
THE ESTABL ISHMENT OF BUDDHIST ASSOCIATIONS
Ikeda Eishun

ABSTRACT: The study of Buddhist groups and associations at
their zenith in the late 1870’s and 80’s has been virtually overlooked
as a topic within Meiji Buddhist history. This fact is largely a result
of the overshadowing presence of more colorful topics, such as the
study of shinbutsu bumri and haibutsu kishakw in the history of the
Meij Restoration, and by researches into the formation of modern
Buddhism around the turn of the century.

In point of fact, however, when reassessing the problem of Buddhist
groups within the overall flow of Meiji Buddhist history, from the
resurgence of Buddhism following the period of haibutsu kishaku to
the formation of modern Buddhism and new Buddhist movements, it
becomes apparent that the place occupied by, and historical significance
of, the Buddhist association movement is very great indeed.

This paper is a tentative consideration of the Wakeikai, a Buddhist
association which developed from the standpoint of non-sectarian
Buddhism, together with the proselytization thought of Ouchi Seiran,
who played a leading role in the association movement.

The features of Seiran’s proselytization included: (1) the awakening
of Buddhists to the problems of church and state and the freedom of
belief ; (2) the unique grasp he had of those he was trying to convert,
particularly that group of upper-class intellectuals who, together with
the “civilization and enlightment” movement, had strengthened their
non-religious or anti-religious stance; (3) the unique way his Buddhist
sermons functioned as means of conversion within the association
movement.

Key Words: Ouchi Seiran; kyokai (sect) and kessha (association) ;
Wakeikai; kyodoshoku (Relgious Instructor) ; freedom of belief.
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THE CATHOLIC WOMEN ASSOCIATION MOVEMENT
IN THE EARLY SHOWA PERIOD

Aoyama Gen

Abstract In 1930, Father George Gemeinder, S. V. D. established the
St. Mary’s Women’s Association (renamed the Japanese Women's As-
sociation in 1935) in Akita. Within five years from its establishment,
the Association had grown to a membership of five-thousand and
rapidly spread throughout the country. This article describes the
reasons for the rapid growth of the Association, focusing on the
following three characteristics: jits revolutionary spirit of protest in
behalf of women, its patriotic spirit mixed with international feeling,
and its grassroots spirit of decentralized authority and respect for
individuality and autonomy.

In these three characteristics can be seen hidden features of the
Women’s Association which provides a place of refuge somewhat
removed from those social influences which placed heavy burdens on
women, influences such as feudal customs, the blight of the early
Showa-period capatalism, the great danger of imperialistic patriotism
which threatened to sacrifice {surrounding nations, and the general
Japanese populace who suffered within the turbulent flow of events.
Within that place of refuge the association worked to spread the
Catholic message, mobilizing to the utmost the strengths of women,
and thus improving the small effectiveness of Catholic proselytization.

Key Words: Catholic, moral cultivation group, philanthropic work,
graduates of higher school for girls, working women, individuality,
autonomy, patriotism, Catholic proselytizing.
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