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Transformation and Development of the Shinto
Funeral Ceremony in a Local Community

Haruo Sakurai

The shinsosai is a funeral ceremony carried out using Shinto rituals.
The form of this ceremony was generalized following the Meiji Re-
storation (1868), with the result that it signified the dissolution of
the relationship which had hitherto existed between the priests and
temples of Buddhism, and the funeral ceremonies in which they had
participated. The movement for the adoption of the Shinto funeral
ceremony, backed as it was by the government’s policy of positive
encouragement, at first spread throughout the country, but it was not
accepted as widely as might have been expeced given the fact of
government support, and it subsequently had difficulty in taking firm
root.

On the other hand, there are examples where the shinsosai was
adopted by entire communities within limited regional nexuses.

The present work is a study based on the example of a local com-
munity which was influenced by the shinsosai movement, with the
result that all members of the community subsequently adopted the
form of the Shinto funeral ceremony. On the basis of this example,
the work will examine the process of the acceptance of the Shinto
funeral ceremony in relation to those issues unique to a local society.

Next, through an analysis of the relationships between the religious
facilities used to enshrine a common ancestral spirit, the religious
ceremonies held there, the priest performing the ceremonies, and the
shrine, an attempt is made to clarify the conditions under which
the Shinto funeral ceremony became established in the area, and a
number of residual problem areas are uoted.
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The Transformation of Ancestor Worship in
Modern Okinawan Society

Mitsugi Komoto

Modern Okinawa is gradually becoming an urbanized society. How-
ever, the mere fact of urbanization does not mean an inevitable ces-
sation of the observance of ancestor worship. On the contrary, it
would seem more in line with the facts to suggest that although an-
cestor worship may change its appearance, it will continue to exist
as a mental, spiritual focus for people’s social orientation.

In Japanese society as a whole as well, ancestor worship, as a re-
lationship with a diachronically past “other,” continues to have mean-
ing as a socially founded symbol. Here, focusing on the ceremonies
held in the graveyard, I have considered the way in which ancestor
worship is conducted by the people in one Okinawan village, and by
people who have migrated to the city from that village. In this case,
I have attempted to make clear how the situation in Okinawa,
refracted as it is through the Okinawan culture as well as the parti-
cular political, economic, and social factors to be found there, differs
from that in Japan. This is particularly the case as regards the issue
of partrilineal descent, although as a factor in common, the fact that
ancestor worship of independant ie is performed as a concrete ritual
observance can be pointed out.

191 o



Grave Visits on Seimei Day
Noritada Kubo

In China from about the third century B. C. E., the ten days or so
following the vernal equinox were called the period of “Winter Food.”
During this period, all use of fire was forbidden, and it was customary
to visit the ancestral graves. In the first half of the seventh century,
the practice of visiting the graves on the third Winter Food day, the
day known as Seimei, became one of the Five Rituals. It continues,
changes notwithstanding, to the present day.

I understand that this tradition is still alive in Hong Kong, Fu-chien
and among the Miao people of Kweichow. Essentially identical
observances may be found among the Fu-chien and Hakka lineages
of Taiwan. The Chinese people who have emigrated to Malaysia and
other Southeast Asian countries likewise respect this tradition.

Among those who have moved to Nagasaki and Okinawa, however,
there is a tendency to regard grave visits on Seimei day as someth-
ing to be ashamed of, and it seems likely that in their case this custom
will die out in future.

The custom as practiced in Okinawa is quite different in form that
of China, but even today grave visits are customarily made on this
day.

Introducing the present state of affairs in each of these areas, this
paper explores the causes that lead on the one hand to continuing
respect for, on the other to decline in, traditional observances.
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An Inquiry into the Continuity of Skull Cult in
Ancient China as the Prototype of Ancestor Worship

Suetoshi Tkeda

In 1956 I presented the hypothesis that ancient Chinese skull cult
might be understood as the prototype for ancestor worship in China.
Archeological excavations over the last twenty years have brought to
light evidence that makes this hypothesis increasingly tenable: (1) at
three Neolithic sites, including Xian-Banpo of the Yangshdo period
and the village of Hébei-Jidngou of the Léngshan period, archeologists
have discovered skulls buried for the second time with religious pur-
poses; (2) for the latter part of the Yin period there are numerous
examples of human skulls that bear scratch marks and were once used
as oracle bones, whereas for the Zhou period there are as yet no
discoveries of burial sites devoted exclusively to skulls; (3) for the
early Hdn period there is the cluster of old graves of the Dian clan
at Yidnndn Jinning-Shizhaishan, where archeologists have unearthed
bronzeworks clearly depicting skull-oriented ancestral and fertility
rites.

Though it is not yet possible to establish clear historical connections
for these skullcult remains, it is possible, if consideration is given to
the ethnocultural background, to think in terms of latent connec-
tions which, as more archeological evidence becomes available, will
doubtless become manifest.
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The “Pillow to the North” Custom
Shinjo Takenaka

To the present day people in Japan observe the death-related custom
called kitamakura: laying out the corpse with the head to the north
and the face to the west. Of ancient origin, this custom is regarded
as a blend of prehistoric practice and Buddhist influence. Conventional
ways of laying out corpses are found among many peoples. The rea-
sons for such a convention have to do not only with social and geo-
cultural conditions but, more important, with a people’s mythical
and religious ideas, particularly ideas relating to the realm of the
dead, the spirit world, the land regarded as their place of origin, and
the like. This paper pursues this subject by surveying data on the
Ainu, Japan proper, the Ryukyus, Oceania, and Southeast Asia. In
connection with this survey it also takes up the funeral customs of
ancient China, giving special attention to the idea of koppo seishi (“the
view that holiness lies to the north”) found in the custom of recalling
a dead person. In its final section the paper considers corpse dispos-
ition in ancient India, including the position in which the corpse
of Gautama the Buddha was laid out, as an outcome of the ancient
Indian notion of hoppo seishi, which itself arose from the geocultural
situation of that day and was backed up by such specific ideas as
those of the “pure realm of the north,” “the realm where Buddhist
teaching flourishes,” and “the land where the people originated.”

Behind this custom there lies, then, a long historical process and a
vast range of intercultural contact. This paper reflects on the connec-
tion that obtains between custom and idea.
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The Concept and Reality of Faith

—an introduction to the study of éaﬂkaran Vedanta tradition——
Yoshitsugu Sawai

- From the phenomenological perspective of religion, i. e. what “faith”
is for adherents in Vedanta religious tradition whose founder is said to
have been éar’lkara, this article clarifies the concept and reality of
“faith” in Sarkaran Vedanta tradition. Discussion in this article is on
a Brahmanic religious tradition and attempts to understand the
meaning-structure of its faith, called Smartas, whose center is égr’lgeri
Matha, very influential even among Sankaran Vedanta traditions in
modern India.

In this religious tradition, the words corresponding to “faith” are
fundamentally $raddha and bhakti. Both of them constitute the con-
crete forms of faith together with other factors. Sraddha is the trust
in the words of scripture and teacher. It consists of the basis of re-
ligious commitment both for lay Smartas (mainly householders or
grhasthas) and world-renouncers (samnyasins). For a samnyasin, bhakti
implies philosophical sense of contemplation (nididhyasana), while for
a lay Smarta, it means mental devotion. What combines both samnya-
sins and lay Smartas is faith in the head of samnyasins called Jagad-
guru or Sarnkardcarya; while samnyasins attempt to attain moksa with
the guidance of his words, lay Smartas desire salvation and worldly
merits through his magico-religious powers.
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On the Legend of the “Grass and Trees Speaking”
Noboru Onishi

In the ancient literature of Japan, and associated with the legend
of the descent of the heavenly grandchild, are several references to
the grass, trees, and rocks speaking. Since materials are extremely
scanty, this legend can be studied either by investigating its words
one by one as they relate to ancient literature, or one can compare this
legend with others, especially those of the descent of the heavenly
grandchild, the activities of Susanoo no Mikoto, and the story of the
heavenly rock cave, thus trying to ascertain its character as legend
and literature.

In general, there is a tendency to view the legend of the grass
and trees speaking on the same level as the legend of the descent of
the heavenly grandchild; by using the two kinds of investigation noted
above, however, we see that such an estimation is not necessarily
inevitable. Namely, this legend has the characteristic of a local legend
with material possibly older than that of the legend of the descent of the
heavenly grandchild. From this viewpoint, it can be hypothesized that
the legend of the grass and trees speaking belongs to the “kuniwakashi
[the rearing of the country] world”, i.e. the ancient Japanese
cosmogenic theory.
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