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Sade, le dernier libertin

Yotaro Sasaki

Dans cette étude nous avons essayé de considérer les pensées liber-
tines du marquis de Sade, surtout en fonction de son expérience perso-
nnelle; on ne comprend pas suffisamment son discours plein de blas-
phémes de toute sorte, en effet, qu'en tenant compte de son incarcéra-
tion prolongée qui, d’aprés lui, serait tout injuste. Mais le marquis ne
soutient pas seulment des opinions associales et areligieuses: il faut
apparaitre, dans ses romans, les soi-disant philosophes vertueux qui se
font gloire de contribuer au bonheur de la société; on se demande,
alors, oli I’on peut décourrir le fond des pensées sadiennes, qui se, divi-
sent en les deux composants différents ['un de ’autre : ’anarchisant et
le déiste.

Il se peut, d’une part, que les pensées sadiennes n’ait fait que suivre
la tradition du libertinage qui était 4 la mode aux XVIIe et XVIIIe
siecles: si elles semblent aussi ambigugs, c’est que I’était le mot libertin,
quiimpliquait 2 la fois la critique des prescriptions chrétiennes et le déreé-
glement des moeurs; tous les libertins n’étaient pas de débauchés
aveuglés; il en fut qui recherchaient le plaisir en philosophant. Sade
était donc un pur libertin dans la mesure ot il était un pur hédoniste
quasidéiste. Pourtant il ne faut pas oublier, de l'autre part, que les
autres libertins érudits, soit déistes, soit athéistes, étaient persudés de
I'utilité de leurs doctrines considérées sous l'aspect du bien-étre public;
ce qui écarte Sade d’eux d’une maniére définitive: bien qu’étant
fonciérement libertin, il en est arrivé & concevoir une communauté ol
I’homme ne puisse satisffaire son désir qu’en faisant souffrir les autres;
c’est par ce contexte pessimiste que 1’on doit relire les passages décrits
au pointe de vue déiste, et qui dépeignent un monde ou la religion
s’harmonise avec la raison: on s’apergoit, alors, que ces passages méme
forment, en vérité, une critique implicite de la vision du monde
optimise du déisme. En poussant ses pensées libertines au dernier
degré, Sade a fini par aller au-dela du libertinage.
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Dialectics of Charisma and Stigma: On the Process of
Becoming the Religious Founder

Kunimitsu Kawamura

In this paper, we examine the social processes of becoming religious
founders of the New Religions; Miki Nakayama, the foundress of
Tenrikyo, Nao Deguchi, the foundress of Ohmoto, and Sayo Kitamura,
the foundress of Tenshyokotai jinglikyo. We use Weber’s concept of
charisma and Goffman’s concept of stigma as key terms to explain
these social processes: we believe that it is these two concepts which
can successfully explicate the dynamics pertaining to theses processes.

Now let us offer the theoretical framework to analyze the process
of becoming the religious founder, i. e. charismatic leader on reference
to the views taken by M. Rotnberg and W. Lipp. This process consists
of three phases: stigmatization, self-stigmatization, and charismati-
zation. The first phase of stigmatization implies the process of becom-
ing the bearer of stigma, who is labelled negatively and excluded from
the ordinary social world, bringing him (her) into socially marginal
ares through the degradation ceremony; this is the process of being
deprived of his (her) identity. The self-stigmatization comes to the
second phase; this process allows the stigmatized to re-interpret the
negative value of stigma and to transform it into a positive one by
symbolic manipulation. This endeavor of transformation, through
which one organizes a new self-indentity, appears as an active acce-
ptance of stigmatization, where the significant others become themodel
to be followed by the stigmatized. It is observed that self-stigmati-
zation has the effect of reverse dialectic process to that we may call
charismatization. It is the third phase that sanctions the new identity;
there stigma is dynamically transformed into charisma. This chari-
smatic process does not end after one undergoes these three phases;
the bearer of charisma is repeatedly stigmatized until his (her) chari-
sma is recognized by the whole society. Therefore the dialectical
movement from stigma to charisma develops into the social context.
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Examing the life histories of M. Nakayama, N. Deguchi, and S.
Kitamura, we can point out that the social starting point of their
becoming religious founders coincides with the incident of divine
inspiration, which is a magico-religious and shamanistic phenomenon
in Japanese folk religion. Owing to their unusual speech and actions,
they are labelled as “insane” or “abnomal”. Consequently, they were
excluded from their everyday social world and consigned to a socially
marginal sphere ; however they were convinced that gods descended on
them in the sphere we may call “the space of confinement”. This
enabled them to re-interpret the mark of “insanity” as the sacred mark
endowed by their gods. Here gods became the significant others for
them ; they organized their new identities after the model of their gods
which descended on them; that is to say, they reached the awareness
that they were nothing but a kind of living god, standing as a media-
tor between god and man. Practicing curing rituals, they gradually
testified to their charismatic qualities in the public eye, wandering over
their neighboring regions which we may call “the space of wandering”.
This resulted in the establishment of their status as the shamanistic
practitioner. However, in the course of radical self-deification (Weber’s
them Selbstvergottung), they came into conflict with local religionists.
This, in turn, caused their deviation from the local shamanhood, mak-
ing them stigmatized again. We can see here the process of dialectics
from stigma to charisma recuring through their divine speeches and
actions. This process led them to become religious fouders.
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The Structure of Akara in the
Dasabhumikasitra-vyakhyana

Rytisho Ohminami

The doctrine of the ten stages found in the Da$abhfimikasitra

emerged as a path of training unique to the Mahayana, replacing that
of earlier Abhidharma. The various essential aspects of practice
as presented by the Agamas and the Abhidharma are included
within the Da$abhiimika stitra; these earlier methods of training
based upon the three $iksds of $ila, samadhi, and prajfia, in the Dasa-
bhumikastitra evolved into a new Mahayana theory of training. Need-
less to say, one who undergoes training is a bodhisattva of the
Mahayana whose purpose is benefit for himself and others. The Da$a-
bhiimikastitra propounds a method of practice according to which the
state of bodhisattvahood progresses through ten stages, gradually
becoming deeper and improving. In an attempt to clarify the main
current penetrating this theory of training in ten stages, this paper
examines the structure of akara and, in particular, the concepts of
vipaksa and pratipaksa within the Dagabhumikasitra-vyakhyana of
Vasubandhu.
I In the DaSabhtimikasfitra, at the end of the section describing
each stage, the benefits of the effects resulting from training in
each stage are presented. These effects include such things as
gradual acquisition of the ten paramitas, the practice of the bodhisa-
ttva path by the householder bodhisattva and his eventual transfor-
mation into one of the varieties of i’svaro-rajas, or the deepening of
the state of concentration by the bodhisattva who has left his home
and entered the religious life. Through through these typical modes
of instruction, progress along the path of training of the bodhisattva
is concretely described. Specifically, in terms of the content of each
of the ten stages, the sixth stage is considered to be the turning point
in the practice of the bodhisattva. Concentrating on these matters,
this section describes the conception of stages as presented in the
Dagabhumikasatra.
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II Vasubandhu, in his commentary on the first of the ten stages,
states that the bodhisattva path in ten stages is to be grasped through
the four characteristics of 1)akara 2)pratilambha, 3)nisyanda, and
4>bhiimyanga. Though these four are presented at different points
in the Da$abhimikasiitra, Vasubandhu, by noting them in his
commentary on the first section, probably intends that they represent
the structure of the theory of ten stages as a whole. Akara refers
specifically to vipaksa and pratipaksa. Vasubandhu considers the
removal of obstacles found within each of the ten stages to be the
purpose underlying the establishment of the system of ten stages. This
method of attaining the bodhisattva path through four characteristics
or through ten characteristics as presented in the Dadabhimikasiitra
greatly infiuenced other Vijianavada texts.

III This section points out that the ten vipaksa are intimately connec-
ted to both the names of each of the ten stages as well as to the
“Explanation of names” (§£4) in which the content of those ten stages
is described concisely. Further, this section proves that these ten
vipaksa were utilized by most of the other Vijianavada texts.

IV The names of the ten vipaksa are found in identical form also in
Vasubandhu’s Mahayanasamgrahabhasya. They were probably created
by Vasubandhu himself under the influence of the Samdhinirmocana-
stitra and other earlier Vijidnavada texts. This is proved also by
comments in the Mahdyanasamgrahabhasya as translated into Chinese
by Paramartha.
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The Women in Modern Buddhism——the Status Elevation
of Nuns and Wives of Priests in Soto-School

Kumiko Uchino

In modern Japan women have participated in many social fields,
gradually raising their status. This process of modernization has also
happend in the Buddhist world, where women were regarded impure,
considered to have much more sinful karma than men, and believed
to be unable to attain Buddhahood.

The nuns in S6t6-school who had remained at the bottom of the
Buddhist order in Tokugawa-era, stated a movement to raise their
status in Meiji-era by founding convents and demanding equal voting
rights in their school and acquisition of the qualification as temple
priest and teacher of zen practice. Their consciousness was streng-
thened through the tide of Feminism in Taisho-era and basic equ
ality was eventually acquired in the democratic society after World
War 11

The wives of the priests who were not legally recognized as reli-
gionists according to the Buddhist laws in Meiji-era underwent almost
the same process of status elevation. As their status was raised,
their subordinate activitities were accepted by society and they
were protected by new religious laws and after World War II they
became powerful partners of priests. They were given many rights
to help the priests in the ceremonies, which caused unexpected silent
antagonism from the nuns.

The change of status of the women in the religious world provides
us. with a clear examlpe of the women’s situation in present society,
for religion is relevant to our values and regulates our point of
view in the depth of consciousness and unconsciousness.
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The ‘Spiritual’ in the Letter to the Galatians

Kurumi Abe

In Gal. 6 : 1 Paul uses the word ‘the spiritual.” This paper deals
with the meaning of the word as well as with how to interpret the
pre-history of the Galatians and their circumstances at the time this
letter was written.

First, the pre-history of the Galatians can be deduced from Gal.
4:3, 8ff. They were enslaved to tda orocysie tod xdopov (i. e. the ele-
ments or the elemental forces of the world): “‘gods’ that in nature
are no gods.” Recently this has been interpreted by W. Carr (Angels
and Principalities) as ‘the elementary teachings of this world.” But
his interpretation of xdopos as ‘this human world,” as well as his
understanding of Paul’s day seems to be one-sided. It would be better to
presume that it is the elemental forces of the world which they
probably considered to be spiritual beings that the Galatians worshipped
as their gods.

Secondly, Paul regarded the circumstances of the Galatians as a
crisis and a regression, as summarized in: “..Having begun with
Spirit, are you now finishing with flesh?” (3:3) and in 4: 9. On the
other hand, the Galatians themselves, persuaded by the agitating con-
currents,believed the circumcision to be the perfection of their faith.

Finally, even though the word ‘the spiritual’ can be taken as the
Galatians’ self-designation as is by most commentators, there suppo-
sedly is some relationship between this word and the prehistory of the
Galatians. Moreover, the context of this word (5:16-6: Iff.) may lead
us to conclude that it is used by Paul in the sense of ‘Christians’ in
general, not of any particular group of the Galatian churches, though
the ambiguity this concept has seems to have prevented it from being
widely adopted as Christians’ self-designation.
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