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Die Fundamentale Struktur der
Religiosen Existenz-Umwendung

Tsuyoshi MAEDA

Hier geht es darum, die fundamentale Struktur der Existenz-
Umwendung als das anthropologische Basis der Konversion vom Pro-
fanen zum Heiligen ontologisch zu analysieren.

(1) Zuerst wird in diesem Aufsatz das Ritual der Initiation betra-
chtet, die fiir die Erkldrung von der Struktur einer radikalen Anderung
der menschlichen Erfahrung——d. h. einer dialektischen Anderung von
der nicht-religidsen Existenz zur religidsen——bedeutungsvoll zu sein
scheint.

(2) Bisher sind die religionsphinomenologische Interpretationen der
Initiation (z. B. M. Eliade) in Hinsicht auf die religiése Dialektik von
“Tod und Auferstehung”’ innerhalb des ‘existenziellen’ Gesichtskreises
geblieben ohne eine ‘existenziale’, bis zum Ontologischen hineingreifende
Interpretation.

(3) Das Erfragte hier ist die Struktur des dynamischen Zusammen-
hang zwischen der Auflosung oder Vernichtung der alltdglichen Erfahrung
und der Enthiillung der nicht-alltiglichen oder urspriinglichen Erfah-
rung. So versuchen wir, das ontologische Fundament der religiésen
Existenz-Umwendung aufgrund der Idee M. Heideggers, der ‘‘urspriing-
lichen Offenbarkeit des Nichts’’ zu erkliren.
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Japanese Religious Consciousness
Reflected in Waka of Skin Kokin Shu

Kiyioko TAKAGI

In this paper I discuss the forms of religious consciousness that are
revealed in the Shin Kokin Shii, an anthology compiled in response to
an order issued by Emperor Gotoba in 1205.

Throughout their long history, the waka (31-syllable Japanese poems)
have used by the Japanese to express their deepest feelings, including
those about various types of religious thought and belief. The waka
of the Shin Kokin Shéi are not rooted in pious faith of established
religious orders, or in the beliefs of folk religions, but in the religious
search of intellectuals. The longing was of three types: (1) for rebirth
in the Pure Land paradise after death; (2) for seclusion in some remote
mountain; or (3) for union with nature. Most of the waka included in
this anthology were composed by aristocrats who, because they lived
at the beginning of Japan’s military age and had lost their moral
supports, were searching for one of those three types of religious
experience.
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The Term “fziéjan” in the Ta Amit’o Ching

Fumihiko SUEK!

“Tziijan’ is a term of great importance in Japanese Buddhism espec-
ially in the writings of Shinran. In an attempt to uncover the original
meaning of the term, investigation focussed on the 7Ta Amit’o Ching,
the oldest Chinese translation (second or therd century A. D.) of the
Sukhdvativyiha, because the term is used in the work as many as 147
times. Usage of ‘‘fzijan’’ in this text may be classifiable into the
following three major categories.

A) Applying the term ‘‘zdjan’’ to the land of Amit’o (=Amitabha
or Amitayus) refers to the freedom in that land to obtain one’s desire
without effort. In this respect, Sukhavati (the land of Amit’o) is com-
pared to the sixth heaven, the Paranirmitava$avartin, but is said to
transcend even this heaven due to the land’s freedom from the law
of causation. This particular state of {z#jan is described in the trans-
lation, borrowing a Taoist term, as ‘‘wuwei-tziéijan’”’ (tziijan without
action), and this particular state of {ziijan is explained as a state pro-
duced through the vow of Amit’o to save all creatures and the good
deeds performed by those seeking rebirth in His land.

B) Tzdjan applied to a remote corner of Sukhavati implies that
there is sometimes freedom and sometimes necessity.

C) Tzujan applied to this world means the necessity of obeying the
law of causation whereby one’s good deeds will entail a desirable effct
and bad deeds will bring about an ill result. Given the dearth of good
acts being performed in this world, it follows that bad cause-undesir-
able effect is the rule. One who wishes to depart from this world and
enter Sukhavati must perform good with the help of the buddhas
éakyamuni and Amit’o.

109 &




Nichiren’s World-View
——The Structure of his Eschatology——

Masahiro Kasal

In the history of Japanese Buddhism, Nichiren represents a somewhat
unusual type of personality. Characteristic of his teaching was the
eschatological view of history and the prophecy of national catastrophe.

In the present thesis, I attempted to classify his writings with the
aim of finding typically eschatological statements. Noteworthy in this
context is the fact that he seems to have attatched an importance to
the secular regulation promulgated by the Feudal Goverment of
Kamakura, the Joei-Shikimoku. In other words, Nichiren had an am-
bivarent attitude toward the Feudal Regime of the day: while showing
a basically emotional attachment to the regime, on the other hand he
did not hesitate to confess his discontent with the Hojo Family, who
upheld the government especially in the new political situation called
Tokuso-Hikan-Taisei. And his urgent proposal of an regrous exertion
of the law has ended only in an official execution to him. But he, in
turn, thought that the govrnment would be punished by the law itself,
because the law of Joei-Shikimoku had, in his Belief, a power of holy
revengence. And, as a result, the whole of Japan would be also
destroyed in this punishment.

In sum, we can characterize his thought as a typical prophetic. and
eschatological one, comparable with the judaic prophetism. Even
though his fundamental buddhist origin (Tendai Sect, but including
an intrinsic contact with Jodo Sect in his case) has an undeniable
importance, of course, his prophetic feachers, howver, can be explained
only from that confronion with political power of the time.
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