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THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE BUDDHA-BODY THEORY
Centering on the Rise of the Trikaya
Ruben L. F. Habito

After the passage of the Buddha into Nirvana, Bu ddhist followers
came to be concerned with speculation concerning the mode of his
existence, thus giving rise to different Buddha-body theories. Of these,
the trikaya (threefold-body) theory is said to mark the theoretical
completion of buddhological speculation, but differing interpretations
in the various sitras and commentaries concerning the three bodies
invite us to a closer examination of the purport of these texts.

This paper deals with the various elements that led to the rise and
development of the trikaya theory, and aims to point out two distinc-
tive trikaya structures which in turn served as the basis for two stra-
ins of future buddhological development. )

It will first examine how the question concerning the nature or
essence of buddhahood (i. e. what makes Buddha a Buddha) was treat-
ed by followers. With this question it will go on to examine the rise
of the twofold-body theory. Further, it will touch on the notion of
dharmakaya as used to express the essence of buddhahood in various
sutras. Then it will consider the various elements that led to the
sammbhoga-kaya concept until it finally became incorporated into the
threefold structure. Finally, it will aim to distinguish a dharmakaya-
centered threefold theory from a sarmhbhoga-kaya centered one, and
point out how the latter serves as a theoretical basis for the Buddhology
of Pure Land Buddhism centered on Amitabha or Amitayus, and the
former for that of Esoteric Buddhism centered on Mahavairocana
Buddha.

Buddhism started out as a teaching that rejected all ideas of a perso-
nal absolute, but it is worthy and of extreme interest to note that in
the long course of its development as a religious movement, an influent-
ial segment of its followers have made a turn in standpoint on this

issue, setting up an all-wise and all-compassionate eternal Buddha,
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which, except for the function of creation, presents striking notes of
similarity with the notion of a personal absolute in other religions.
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The Concept of God and Other Beliefs
in a Hamlet of Amami-Oshima-
Shin ANzaAl

In September 1977, we carried out a socio-religious investigation of
the 79 households of Nishi-amuro, a hamlet on the island of Kakeroma,
belonging to the Amami Archipelago. The method adopted was that
of interviews, based upon a questionnaire. Except for three households
of older people living alone, answers were obtained from all families.

As a result of this investigation we learned that the traditional noro
rituals have disappeared completely and that also the belief in the kami
peculiar to the southern islands has vanished.

The present population of the hamlet consists of Catholics, faithful
of the Shinto sect Omoto, adherents of the Buddhist Sokagakhai, and
of popular beliefs, and of about 60% who claim not to profess any
particular faith. Almost all of them, however, possess ihai (mortuary
tablets) in their houses and pay their daily respects to the ancestors.
This is a characteristic common to both believers and so-called unbe-
lievers.

There exists in the hamlet also a Shinto shrine (Itsukushima Shrine),
a tradition introduced from mainland Japan. The shrine has been rebuilt
recently with monetary contributions from all the households of the
hamlet and from people originating from the hamlet. Interestingly
enough, the shrine has become the central symbol of the community.
The Catholics and Sokagakkai members do not recognize the shrine as
a religious institution, but cooperated nevertheless in its reconstruction.

In this report statistical results of the investigation are presented
and several aspects of the concept of Kami and the beliefs of the
population are clarified and analyzed from the viewpoint of the sociology
of religion.
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The Study of the Fang-téng-ch’an-hui (05 % # i Vaipulya-
confession ritual) Based on Vaipulya-dhirani-satra (5 %EE
JE#E Fang-téng-t'o-lo-ni-ching)

Eijin Ono

Throughout the period since Nan Pei Dynasties to Zhao-song Dynasty
in China, the practice of Fang-téng-ch’an-hui, along with other Kkinds
of ksama (#y: Ch'an-hui practice), was very popular among both
priests and lay believers.

The Vaipulya-dharani-siitra consistently speaks of the merit of Ma-
hé-tan chi-dharani (EEFHEFEEESE). According to this siitra, one will
not only be free from all impediments and sins but also his good roots
(GE#8) will be accumulated if one recites the passages of the siitra.
Therefore, as long as this siitra is seen in terms of immediate worldly
benefits, we must necessarily conclude that the practice of this satra
is a form of faith oriented toward obtaing such benefits.

But the ultimate purpose of this sitra lies not in the doctrine of
one’s obtaining such benefits; rather, through the practice of deep
insight it lets each one realize that impediments and sins lie in one’s
own mind, this being in accord to the basic principle of Maha-yana
Buddhism. That is to say, this siitra asks as its cenlral theme, what
is the way to live in the ocean of suffering of the six-paths and how
to obtain deep insight without deceiving oneself who is entangled in
impediments and sins. This sfitra was written from the earnest wish
for sinful human beings to be saved down to the last being by the
compassion of Buddha.

But soon the fundamental purpose of ths siitra was forgotten and in
the end this was practiced simply for getting patihariya (F% mira-
culous ends). Miraclous events have nothing to do with true Buddhist
faith as long as it remains a mere illogical experience and permits no
rational basis.

T’ien-t’ai Chih-i (K& %%E 538—597) sought in various siitras for the

rationalie for miraculous events but did not reach any satisfactory
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conclusion. In the very T’ien-t’ai-Chih-i’s principle of the ‘Reality
which knows no obstruction’ (Fgis£#H), faith in immediate worldly
benefits------ although accepted among people at the time just for obtain-
ing miraculous ends-:---- had become more than mere popular belief.
Chih-i elucidated that only in this principle lies the essence of Maha-
yvana Buddhism and the opportunity for directing one towards true
Buddhist faith.

This fact is most explicitly evident in the chage of thinking found
in Chihi’s Ma-hé-chih-kuan (EE3[-%1), at the point where Fang-téng-
sang-mei-king-hui (5%=8k47¢:) as well as the Fang-téng-ch'an-hui
CH%#¥=) as manifested in the Vaipulya-dharani-sitra (CHZPEzE )
develops into the Fan-téng-san-mei (F&=§).
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Re-examination of Animism theory
——in the case of Malaysia—
Haruki Yamamorto

So many researchers have characterized the folk belief in Malaysia
as animism that animism is an indispensable subject for the Malaysian
study of religion.

This paper is an attempt to re-examine the so-called Malay animism
through the re-analysis of the cases reported in the books of W. W.
Skeat and A. C. Kruijt.

Both of them are of the same opinion that the folk belief in Malaysia
is animism and Semangat is its central idea. But, in some points, their
assertions are different from each other. Kruijt attaches importance to
the impersonal character of Semangat and regards it as a soul-substance
(zielestof), while Skeat, quoting the animism theory of E. B. Tylor,
defines Semangat as a personal soul. But, in spite of Skeat’s definition,
impersonal character of Semangat also can be recognized in his book.

So we may consider Semangat as a vital source which is common to
all beings in nature and animates them. Such a Semangat is not the
same as Soul of Tylor’s animism theory, and also differs from Mana
of Marett’s animatism theory. The religious phenomenon which has
been called Malay animism is the one which is centering around the
idea of Semangat like this.

Such a phenomenon—Semangat belief-—has been studied as an ancient
religion or its survival. But it can still be found out in Malaysia as
she is, particularly in its rural society. Therefore it may be adequate
to say that Semangat belief is a belief which is still alive and the idea
of Semangat make up the basic characteristic of the religion of Malay-

sia.
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