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Ibid., pp. 103-104,

Ibid., pp. 101-102.

Ibid., p. 58.

Ibid., p. 180.

Ibid., p. 187.

William James, The Will To Believe, and other essays on popular philosophy, (New York: Dover Publications, Inc.,

1956), p. 141

Pragmatism, p. 190.

Ibid., p. 190.

Ibid., p. 190.

The Will To Believe, p. 161.

Ibid., p. 96.
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Pragmatism, p. 193.

William James, The Varieties of Religious Experience, (London: Longmans, Green and Co., 1952) p. 422.
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The Varieties of Religious Experience, p. 204,

Ibid., p. 238.

Ibid., p. 372.

Ibid., p. 242.

Ibid., pp. 268-269.

Ibid., p. 268.

Ibid., p. 333.

Ibid., p. 410.
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Charles Y. Glock and Robert N. Bellah,

(ed.) The New Religious Consciousness.
(University of California Press, Berkeley, 1976.)
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S. H. Nasr, Islam and the Plight of

Modern Man.
(London, Longman Group Ltd., 1975, xii+161pp.)
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Radical Empiricism and Religion
Nobuo MURANO

We find two contradictory themes in William James’ concept of God ;
in Pragmatism God needs help from man, while in The Varieties of
Religious Experience man is required to surrender himself before God.
These themes can be brought into synthesis in his radical empiricism,
Radical empiricism implies thet phenomenal experience is based upon
pure experience, which itself is beyond distinction of subject and object.
James seems to bestow pragmatistic characteristics on the developing
phases of pure experience and are inclined to identify pragmatistic God
with pure experience. However, James is mistaken on this point, for in
The Varieties of Religious Eeperience pure experience can also be the
original basis of mystical religious experience. Pure experience can
develop itself into two different directions; one in the pragmatic way,
the other in the transcendental way. We can thus assimilate the two
contradictory themes.
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Atsutane HiraTa and Basic Folk Belief
Nobutaka INOUE

Atsutane Hirata (1776-1843) was a scholar of Japanese classics in the
second half of the Tokugawa era. In his works, especially Koshiden and
Tamanomihashira, he expressed his views on ancient Japanese history,
classical Shinto and world mythology. Therefore, he is famous as a
theologian who endeavored to systematize Shinto tradition and many
scholars have given attention to this aspect of Hirata’s thought. However,
another aspect of Hirata is his awareness of various folk beliefs. These
folk beliefs seemed to exhibit little sense, reason, or order, yet he
unhesitatingly incorporated them into his writings. If we analyze the
basic tone of his critical attitude against Buddhism, Confucianism and
Zoku-Shinto (non-orthodox Shintoism, or Shintoism mixed with Buddhism
or Confucianism, from Hirata’s viewpoint), we recognize immediately
that his ideas have a close connection with the actual daily life of the
people of those days. Moreover, we easily recognize that he accepted
various kinds of folk belief. He had a strong interest in the phenomena
of reincarnation, existence of ghosts and spirits, and stories of the other
world, as shown in Senkyoibun, Katsugoro-Saiseikiburn and Kokonyomiko.
Some scholars interpret this tendency of his as evidence that Hirata
was not concerned with religious ethics or morals, but with more vulgar
and profane areas of religion. However, such a view is superficial.
Certainly his attitude concerning religious affairs can not be said to be
very ethical or ascetic, nor has there been reported any remarkable
experience of religious awakening. Nevertheless, we may regard his
works as the projection of his latent religious consciousness. It is most
probable that the themes in which Hirata showed a deep interest form

an essential part of human religious phenomena.
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Negation in Vijfiaptimatra Doctorine
Koitsu YOKOYAMA

Anatman is the essence of Buddhist doctrine. Mahayana insists on
Sunyata and nihsvabhava in addition to anatman. The Vijiiaptimatravada
school, without deviating from this viewpoint in any way, has its own
logic of negation; because it maintains that existence is really Mind
itself, and that the multiplicity of external objects is nothing but ideas.
Generally speaking, the Vijfiaptimatravada school, having closely inves-
tigated human cognition, denies the existence of the things which are
grasped by our conception. In other words, it denies parikalpitasvabhava

CEE B ™). In the first section of this essay, I considered the logic
by which the existence of parikalpitasvabhava is denied, mainly from
two angles—/aksana-nihsvabhava (F#&EM¥) and namdrthanyonydgant-
ukatva (BEBEMHALZEM). In the second section 1 selected “The Yogac-
arabhami (EIMEMHLER) from among early Vijfiaptimatra-school literature,
and took a general approach to its anatman and §znyata doctrines.
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Die historisch-kritische Methode in der
biblischen Exegese von Karl Barth

Teruo UTSUNOMIYA

Barth will in der biblischen Exegese historischer und kritischer sein
als die historisch-kritischen Exegeten, was die hermeneutische Fragestellung
in seinem, “Romerbrief” ist.

Die Exegese muf3 zunichst die Beobachtung sein, d.h. die schlichte
Kenntnisnahme von dem, was im Text sieht, ohne Vorentscheidungen
hinsichtlich dessen, was moglich oder unmdglich sein konnte. Es kann
fiir Barth nicht die Aufgabe der historisch-kritischen Forschung sein,
hinter den Text zuriickzugehen, sondern den wahren Sinn und Zusamm-
enhang des biblischen Textes als solches zu ermitteln. Die Exegese soll
also als strenge Beobachtung durchgesetzt werden, um als Hermeneutik
konsequent zu sein.

Es gibt fiir ihn nicht jenes bestimmte hermeneutische Verfahren, das
rein objektiv den Text auslegt und die allgemeine Notwendigkeit fiir die
Exegese hat, ohne eine jeweilige besondere Notwendigkeit zu haben.
Gerade unser in der Exegese gebrauchter bestimmter Denkschematismus
muBB also durch den Text und die Sache, von der er redet, kritisiert
werden. Der Gegenstand der Kritik ist nicht der biblische Text, wie in
der Theologie im 19. Jahrhundert, sondern unser Denkschematismus selbst.
Der biblische Text wird dabei vielmehr das Subjekt dieser Kritik.

Es findet sich noch ein anderer Begriff der Kritik im “R&merbrief”.
Die historisch-kritischen Exegeten begniigten sich damals mit der
Feststellung dessen, ¢was da stehty, ohne weiter zu arbeiten. Aber die
Exegese muB fiir Barth darin bestehen, alle Worte im Text im Hinblick
auf die Sache, von der er redet, zu deuten und die Beziehung zwischen
beiden aufzudecken. Diese Arbeit nennt er das Kpfveew am Texte, auf das
aber die historisch-kritischen Exegeten damals verzichteten. In diesem
Sinne sagt er: (Kritischer miiBten mir die Historisch-Kritischen sein/)

Die historisch-kritische Exegese ist faktisch nicht die “theologische
Exegese”. (Er nennt seine eigene Exegese so.) Nach seiner eigentlichen
Absicht soll aber die erstere Exegese, wenn prinzipiell durchgesetzt, die
letztere werden. Insofern ist seine hermeneutische Methode die Radikali-
sierung der historisch-kritischen Methode.
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