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Rites, Funerals, and Taboos Connected with [zumo Kokusd
Naofusa HIRAI

The chief priest of Izumo Taisha is traditionally called Izumo kokusé.
Kokusé was originally the hereditary lord and governor in Izumo before
the Taika Reformation took place, and maintained a unique religious
position, even after having lost political authority in 798.

This paper intends to describe various taboos related to rites, funerals,
and the daily life of the Izumo kokusé around the 17th century. An
important rite in this regard was hifsugi-shinji (the fire transmission
ceremony which qualifies him as chief priest), and shinjée (harvest cer-
emony held in November). Both of them took place at Kamosu Jinja
at Oba, near Matsue. the ancient home ground of the Izumo clan. Im-
mediately after kokusé’s death, the successor went to Kamosu Jinja,
where he boiled rice by using the sacred fire-drill given by Kumano-
Okami, the tutelary deity of Izumo clan. He offered this food prayer-
fully to the deities, then as part of the rite consumed it himself. Through
this act he was able to have a kind of communion with deities and was
to be regarded as sacred. He was thereafter prohibited throughout
the rest of his life to take food which was not cocked in the sacred
fire. In his home the sacred fire was therefore carefully kept alive.
There were many other taboos for the kokusé to observe in the way of
avoiding defilements. He always refrained from eating new crops before
the harvest ceremony.

Each year, the communion of hifsugi-shinji in a smaller scale was
conducted as the shinjée. This rite assured the continued life of the
sacred ancestry of the kokusé.

It is interesting to note that a similar rite is held from ancient times
in the daijé-sai (Enthronement Ceremony) and shinjé-sai (harvest cer-

emony) of the Imperial family.
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Zhi-yan’s Consideration of the Buddha

Kiyotaka KIMURA

It is said that Hua-yan-jing (Avatamsaka-siutra) expresses Buddha’s
enlightenment directly. The Hua-yan school is based on this siitra.

Now then, the confirmed view of the Buddha in the Hua-yan school is
called the doctrine of ‘two kinds of Ten Buddhas’. It is well known that
this doctrine was formed by Zhi-yan (602-668) who was the second master
in the line of transmission of that school. I tried to make the process
of the formation of this doctrine clear. The contents are as follows:

1) Preface

2) The tide of thoughts of the Buddha in Chinese Buddhism

3) The many kinds of Ten Buddhas in Hua-yan-jing

4) The process of the confirmation of the idea of ‘two kinds of Ten

Buddhas’

5) Conclusion

In conclusion, I propose that behind the thought of Ten Buddhas of
Zhi-yan there were two matters, i. e, understanding of the reality of the
Buddha in Chinese Buddhism and attention to Ten Buddhas in Hua-
yan jing by some Chinese Buddhists, and Zhi-yan’s confirmation of the
idea of ‘two kinds of Ten Buddhas’ as a result of the practical inquiry
into the Buddha itself.

125 (571)




Das Problem der Angst
——behandelt besonders nach Kierkegaard——

Eiko KAWAMURA

Es handelt sich in diesem Aufsatz darum, was die Angst ist und wie
sie iiberwunden werden kann. Wir behandeln deswegen die Angst, weil
sie uns das dringendste Problem aufgibt dadurch, daB sie jedenfalls in der
Existenz des Menschen selbst wurzelt, wenn die Existenz auch in der
Beziehung zum Absoluten wie bei Kierkegaard oder in ihrer Struktur
wie bei Heidegger und Tillich ergriffen wird.

Wir mochten das Problem der Angst besonders nach Kierkegaard
erortern, nicht nur weil er den Begriff Angst religionsphilosophisch am
tiefsten untersucht, sondern weil er das Problem der Existenz und der
Angst auf Grund des personalistischen Denkschemas untersucht. Dabei
miissen wir auch Heidegger und Tillich heranziehen, insofern diese das
Problem der Angst bei Kierkegaard zu erhellen und die Bedeutung der
Angst in der Gegenwart aufzusuchen ermdglichen.

Aus diesem Aufsatz ergibt sich, daB das Problem der Angst schlieflich
zum Problem des Nihilismus fithrt, weil sich die Angst am Ende auf
den Grund der Existenz oder auf die Uberwindung der Endlichkeit der
Existenz bezieht.

Zur Erorterung des Problems der Angst werden wir in der ersten
Hilfte des Aufsatzes das subjektive Verhalten gegeniiber der Wahrheit
und das Problem der Wahrheit und in der letzten Hilfte das Problem
der Angst behandeln.
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A Consideration on Ritual Reversal

Masaya YASUMOTO

I have been dealing with the problem of the opposition of right to
left, under the influence of Hertz’s insight into religious polarity. He
wrote a brilliant essay, “The preeminence of the right hand” in 1909,
but he found some difficulties in solving the problem of the exceptional
cases from his viewpoint. I think that is why his concept “preeminence” is
inadequate to analyze those deviant cases. So, I have presented another an-
alytical concept instead. This is “ritual reversal”. This refers to the
prescription of the particular actions which are prohibited under every-
day norms in ritual situations.

With this concept, 1 believe, I can clarify two points. First, both
Left associated with Death and Left connected with Life have some
common features from the analytical point of view. Second, we can
now put together all “Left” cases on the productive area for religious
studies.

123 (569)






