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Ashtarte Belief in Ancient Israel

Kiyoshi Onarta

During 1964 through 1966, I had the occasion to conduct an excavation project
at Tell Zeror, Israel. During these seasons of excavation, we obtained altogether
9 figurines of deities. 4 of them belonged to the Late Bronze Age, while the other
5 were unearthed from the Iron Age strata.

In order to ascertain the range of distribution of figurines of female deities
during the Iron Age, i.e. the period after the Israelite settlement, I consulted the
book by Professor James B. Pritchard “ Palestinian Figurines”.

According to Professor Pritchad’s book, figurines of female deities belonging
to the Iron Age were unearthed at 8 archaeological sites.

To this, we can now add further 6 sites, i.e. Tell el Qasileh, Tell en Nasbeh,
Hazor, Samaria, Ashdod and Tell Zeror. And we know that the distribution of
Iron Age figurines of female deities is not limited to some local districts, but covers
the entire area of Israel and they belong almost without exception to 13 th to 6 th
century B.C. These circumstances seem well to coincide with the records of the
pre-exilic prophets, the Deuteronomy, the Books of Kings etc.

The same type of figurines of female deities as of the Iron Age are unearthed
also from the Bronze Age strata in a large number. This gives reasons for the
assumption that the cult of the figurines of female deities during the Iron Age was
no other than a continuation of its precursor during the Bronze Age.

The pagan cult in Israel may be traced back, besides to its prototype in the
preceding period, to such external influences as, for instance, the importation from
the matrimonial relatives of the royal family or the acceptance by the political
pressure of foreign countries or the importation from fhe neighborhood countries
by the commercial relations. At any event, it is quite certain that such a pagan
cult was practised all over Israel throughout the ages and among wide circles of
population beside the official cult of YHWH.

(262) 134



A Fundamental Problem of Christianity
Today as Pointed Out by the Late Rev.
Sakae AKAIWA

Hideyasu Nakacawa

In his articles and books and through his own activities as the pastor of a
church, Mr. Sakae Akaiwa questioned the validity of Christianity. Through this
questioning he asked, “ How is it possible for Christianity to restore humanity
of man?” His answer was this: it is only possible for man to restore his
humanity when he escapes from Christianity. According to Mr. Akaiwa, this j
“exodus from Christianity ” means to escape from Christ proclaimed in the Church
to come to a man Jesus. He calls this exodus as counter-conversion. The aim of 4
this article is to evaluate Mr. Akaiwa's questioning as a fundamental problem of
Christianity to-day and to find out how to meet this problem.

There were two turning points in Mr. Akaiwa’s life (1903-19663F, which
divided his life into three periods. One was so-called “declaration to become a J
member of Communistic Party of Japan” (1949) and the other was the publication
of a book with the title of “ Exodus from Christianity ” in 1966. The first period
of his life was that of orthodox Christian faith. During this period Mr. Akaiwa
devoted himself to Calvin and Karl Barth. The second period was begun with his
declaration to become a member of Communistic Party of Japan. He was seriously
concerned with the problem of social action of a Christian. According to Mr.
Akaiwa it is possible for a man to be both a Christian and Communist at the same
time. He tried to develop this standpoint in the articles he wrote for his monthly
magazine “Finger ”. The third period of Mr. Akaiwa’s life was begun with the

publication of “Exodus from Christianity ”, in which he completed his work of the
restoration of humanity of man. Shortly before his death Mr. Akaiwa seems to
reach the final standpoint, i.e. “to behave or act Jesus”. As he declares this is
not a theory but an action. According to him, “ Jesus is not I” and “I am Jesus”
can be synthesized by “appearing as Jesus through my death”.

Mr. Akaiwa tried to realize this process of “Exodus from Christianity ”, i.e.

exodus from Christ to come to a man Jesus by means of endless negation of the
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established Christianity.

The writer of this article regards Mr. Akaiwa's endeavour to restore humanity
of man as one of the most critical questions directed towards the established
Christianity. As it seems to the writer a fundamental problem of Caristianity to-
day is how to answer Mr. Akaiwa’s question. The answer should be given by
the self-criticism and reinterpretation of Christianity with regard to dogmas,
traditions, faith and order in terms of functional conceptions understandable for

man to-day,
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The Structure and Function of the Paritta

Yasuaki Nara

Lord Buddha prohibited any magical practice to the monks because it was
useless to get the Enlightenment. He did not, however, denied the meaning of the
magic itself nor prohibited it to the lay devotees. There are many passages in
the Hinayana texts (Pali, Buddhist Sanskrit and Chinese) of how magical ideas
and practices, that are so essential to man’s life, had to be widely accepted by
the mass-level of Buddhists in ancient India. The Paritta is one of them being a
representative group of Buddhist spells, which “ protect” (<Zpari-v'tra) them from
disasters.

Examining 11 parittas preserved in various texts, we can know that some of
them (e.g. Metta-, Mamgala-~, Ratana-Paritta) are originally non-magical passages
in which ethical and virtuous life is taught to be the real happiness in religious
sense. But the meaning of happiness was re-interpreted and applied to the ha-
ppiness of worldly benefit to the effect of the passages being used as spells.
Angulimila- and Suvatthi-Paritta also are originally non-magical. But they soon
began to contain some magical ideas and used as Saccakiriyd, another type of
Buddhist magic, which again was turned to the Paritta. Other spells like Dhajagga-
and Mora-Paritta are basically Hindu spells which are purposely modified to make
them Buddhistic. Again some others, e.g. Atanatiya-, Khanda-, Candima- and
Suriya-Paritta, seem to have been composed from the beginning as Buddhist spells.

Ideas underlying these Parittas and helping them to have magical effects are

firstly the belief to the magical power kept in Ti-ratana. Secondly mettd, compa-
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ssion, to snakes and all other creatures. Thirdly the virtuous life which is believed

to have some magical power as mentioned above.
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Gottesbeweiskritik Santaraksitas zu
Nyaya-VaisSesika
Toshihiko KiMura

Der vorliegende Aufsatz folgt unserer fritheren Arbeit, der Gottesbeweiskritik
Dharmakirtis zu Nyaya-Vaisesika. Im sechsten Jahrhundert wurden die Naiyayika-
Vaisesika-Lehrer von der Pasupata-Sekte des Sivaismus beeinflufit, und versuchten
ihrer Metaphysik und Logik gemdB den Beweis des Gottes Siva. Gegen diesen
Gottesbeweis richtet Dharmakirti in seiner Schrift Pramanavdrtiika die Angriffe
als der erste von den buddhistischen Lehrern. Seitdem halten die buddhistischen
Lehrer Gottesbeweiskritik zu Nydya-Vaidesika fiir das Hauptproblem. Unsere
diesmalige Abhandlung behandelt Gottesbeweiskritik Santaraksitas, die er in Ta#f-
vasangraha darstellt. Hier kdnnen wir zeigen, daB Santaraksita die Lehre Dhar-
makirtis wohl studierte und bei der Polemik gegen den Gottesbeweis darauf fuBt.
Er zitiert ndhmlich Gottesbeweise, die auch von Dharmakirti gekannt wurde, und
kritisierte diejenigen dharmakirtischer Lehre zufolge. Héufig ist er von den Gott-
esbeweiskritik-Paragraphen des Pramanasiddhi-Kapitels des Pramanavarttika, sonst
vom Standpunkt der Ontologie und Logik Dharmakirtis allgemein abhdngig. Daraus
konnen wir folgern, dafl Dharmakirti sich auf dem System und der Polemik Santa-

raksitas festsetzt,
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Summary of “Z.0 2" (Denshin
Hoyo: Lectures on imparting mind)

Takayuki NAGASHIMA

It seems that Sutras were books to some of the persecutors of Buddhism in
those days as “{z=.(\i=E"” (Denshin Hoyo ; Lectures on imparting mind) expounds by
mentioning numerous number of examples.

Some of the explanations by examples were the “pEIELZ” (the Sutra of Hokke),
CHERERZ? (Yuima Kyo; Yuima Sutra), “/E#%#%” (Nehan Kyo; Sutra of Nirvana),
“Wy % %7 (Han'nya Shinkyo; Prajna-paramita-sutra) or “&mif” (Kongo Kyo;
Kongo Sutra). In addition, some of the instructions I have omitted because they
have no relation to the testification of my hypothesis indicate the purport of the
Kegon Sutra, others adopt the explanation of Eiraku Sutra or others have the
indication of what is expounded in the Syoman Sutra. And in the books in Zen
Sect. “4HZEZEFY” (Tongo Yomon ; Lectures of Rapid Apprehension), Jinne's Anal-
ects, “TASEEC"” (Kenshu Ki; Record of Exaltation), Baso’'s Analects, “; 5" (Yoga
Shu ; Collection of Yoga), “ZE;8%” (Shodo Ka; Songs of Extolling Righteousness),
“RATEZE R (Zen Gen Shosenshu Tojo; Main Preface to the Collections of Zen
Sources) or the words by “ZziEMiifH ”(Hoshi Zenji; Hoshi, the Zen priest) seem to
have formed the base of the contents of explanations,

Furthermore, some of the explanations I have not adopted because they did
not testify this hypothesis directly had a mention of “PJ¥ &£k $)” (Engaku Kyo
Dai Sosho; Sunmary of the Engaku Sutra). “# 52’ (Obaku) who brought them
all under his power expounds the prosecutors of Buddhism in the Lectures on
imparting as well versed in all of them, but at the same time never be familiar
with them. Further he states repeatedly the very existence of the purport of
Zen Sect in the point that it is utterly heterogeneous with “Z&nZfR” (Tachi
takai; To know much and understand much) of sutras being anything and
everything in the Northern School initiated by Jinshu as a leader. In other
words, I set up the 1st chapter ‘Instructions to the persecutors of Buddhism’
in view of the fact that they had entered Zen priesthood to such a degree. And

as we have already seen in the 2nd chapter, it proves that those Zen sutras
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were widely read or going to be read in the point that the Lectures on imparting
mind was mentioned together with the introduction of Zen books after the
Platform-sutra of the 6th Founder and platform-sutras besides the before-
mentioned sutras. Further, as seen in the Buddhist axioms in verse of imparting
mind by the priests of the Western India, the appearance of the Biography of
Pao-lin was keenly desired and Zen Sect had developed so much that mentioning
of the Record of Pao-lin was obliged to be mentioned.

Speaking from that point of view, Lectures on imparting mind can be said as
much richer in polished meanings and contents than the Baso’s Analects, apart
from the authenticity in contents of the Biography of Pao-lin. Accordingly, I am
firmly convinced that the ¢ Lectures on imparting mind’ will form a part of the
accurate evidence that the ¢ Lectures on imparting mind ' developed after emergence
of Hui-neng and the Platform-sutra comes about Zen Sect.

The ¢ Lectures on imparting mind’ inclusive of many meanings and contents,
however, expounds that Buddhism is not to learn. This is somewhat an ironical

phenomenon,
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