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Religionsgeschichte und die Grundkategorien
der Geschichtsinterpretation

Noriyoshi TAMARU

Seit ihrer Verselbstéiindigung im 19, Jhd., namentlich durch Fr. Max Miiller
und andere, hat die Religionsgeschichte eine Reihe von interessanten Geschichtsinter-
pretationen hervorgebracht. Bei ndherem Zusehen zeigt es sich aber, daB dabei die
‘Grundkategorien oder -shemata der Interpretation religibser Phdnomene nicht nur
von den ihr als einer empirischen Disziplin eigenen, methodologischen Erwdgungen,
sondern zugleich von philosophischen oder weltanschaulichen Motiven bestimmt waren.

In der ersten Zeit, etwa bis zur Jahrhundertwende, stand die religionsgeschi-
chtliche Forschung vorwiegend unter dem EinfluB des Fortschrittsgedankens und
des Evolutionismus. In dieser Hinsicht waren die sonst so verschieden oarientierten
‘Miénner wie Max Miiller, C.P. Tiele, E. Tylor, R. Marett alle einig. Nach etwa 1920
aber geriet der Evolutionismus langsam in MiBkredit: das alte Entwicklungsshema
wurde entweder abgelehnt wie in der Schmidtschen Schule, oder revidiert wie bei
R. Otto und N. Séderblom, oder aber wurde eine vdllig neue Konzeption des zyklen-
artigen Verlaufs der Religionsgeschichte entworfen wie bei G. Mensching. In der
neuesten Vergangenheit wiederum versuchte R.N. Bellah, das Anliegen des alten
Evolutionismus sowie dessen Kritik zu einem neuen, freilich viel bescheideneren
Evolutionismus zu vereinigen.

Im vorliegenden Aufsatz werden die Argumente der Hauptvertreter jeweiliger
Positionen kritisch untersucht, und zwar mit der Absicht, zur Kldrung der metho-

-dologischen Probleme der Religionsgeschichte beizutragen.
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Maitreya's Writings as Seen
from the Five Thoughts

—On the Author of the Yogacarabhiimi—
Koitsu YOKOYAMA

We have now four treatises which have been regarded as Maitreya’s writings
on the Vijfiaptimatravada, i.e. the Yogacarabhimi, the Madhyantavibhdga, the
Mahayanasitralamkara and the Dharmadharmatavibharga. Of them, the Madhya-
ntavibhdaga is one of the most important treatises that represent the early thoughts
of the Vijhaptimatraviada, and, as fundamental thoughts, it has five thoughts, i.e.
abhiitaparikalpa, grahyagrahaka, pratibhasa, Sinyata and trisvabhava. Compared
with those five thoughts, it is proved that the three except the Yogacarabhiimi
have the same technical terms, form of expressing and method of thinking, in
common. But the Yogacarabhimi greatly differs from the three in the five thoughts.
In the Yogdcarabhiami, we can not find the term of abhiataparikalpa, and the term
of gréahyagr@haka in the same meaning as in the three. As for the thoughts of
pratibhasa and Sanyata, there is also the difference between the Yogacarabhami
and the three. Moreover the Yogacarabhimi seems to have taken over the old
form of the thought of frisvahava.

Thus examining, we may conclude that the Madhyantavibhaga, the Mah@yana-
sutra@lamkara and the Dharmadharmatdvibhanga were written by Maitreya, but
that there are a lot of doubts as to regarding the author of the Yogdcarabhimi as

Maitreya.



Perpetuative Nativistic Movements
of the Old Order Amish

Nobuo SAKAI

Because of their religious belief of “ Meidung” of worldliness, the Old Order
Amish are a sect separated from the Mennonites. In 1710’s they went over to
America after avoiding religious persecutions given to them. The ethnic rural
culture they brought from Europe makes a symbolic expression of their religious
belief ;: they institutionalized this ethnic culture and still now hold it.

As far as they have faith in their religious belief of the “ Meidung ”, the Amish
must be positive enough to maintain their peculiar cultural traits symbolizing the
belief. It is because if they accept a culture dominant in America which they
regard as worldliness, they themselves would not be the Amish.

In the attainment of their cultural goal the Amish develop * Perpetuative Nati-
vistic Movement ” remarked Ralph Linton---a conscious and organized effort for
maintenance of cultural traits. The aspect of the Movement can be summarized in
the following three points: (i) the Amish form a self-sufficient community in
rural area, aim at not so much a geographical as a socio-cultural isolation and
diminish possibility of having contact with heathen culture; (ii) they form a little
community, develop intra-community interaction systems and make their social inte-
gration more effectual; (iii) they establish a powerful penalty system * Meidung ™
or “Shunning ” for the deviants and make a great effort to prevent deviant behavior.

Forms of Old Korean Beliefs
Reflected in Myths and Rites

Tongshik RYU

A myth is a story of an aboriginal sacred event and a rite is a religious repetition.

of that mythical event. Accordingly, myths and rites convey the forms of the ancient.
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‘beliefs. Therefore, the forms of the Old Koreans’ beliefs will be observed in this
article along with the materials of typical Korean myths that are found in the
“ Sam-Kuk-Yu-Sa ” and the religious rites of the Old Koreans that are recorded in
“ Wei-chi ” of China.

1) Forms of Beliefs that appeared in Myths;

We can find common structural elements among the myths of “ Tan-Kun ” the
Founder of “Ko-Cho-Sun” (Old Korea), the th}x of “Chu-Mong ” the Founder of
Ko-Ku-Ryo and the myth of “Hyuk-Ko-Se” the Founder of the Silla Dynasty.

a) Belief in a Heavenly God’'s Descent ;

A son of the heavenly god or the light of heaven descends into this world either
on the summit of a mountain or in the woods. Here it is found that the mountain-
worshipping and the tree-worshipping are linked closely to the belief in the heavenly
god’s descent.

b) Belief in Earth~-Mother-Goddess and Initiation ;

Females which appear in the myths are “ Bear Woman ”, spirit of the river, and
spirit of the well, and all of these are Corn-Spirit-Being and Earth-Spirit-Being, to
which an event which is common to them happens. That is, they are sublimated
‘through confinement in a cave or a closed room, or sublimated through baptism.
This is an experience of death and rebirth in the mystery of the Corn Spirit, and a
religious experience of sanctification through a certain initiatory ordeal.

¢) Union of Heaven and Earth, and the Creation of the World:

The whole structure of a myth tells how a founder appeared out of the marriage
between a heavenly god and an earthly woman, and founded a nation as a new
world. The union of heaven and earth is possible by the descent of a heavenly god
and the rebirth (dvi-ja) of an “Earth Woman.” And a new world is created out
-of the union between heaven and earth or between a god and a man. To sum up,
:a myth of a national-founder is a myth of creation.

2) Ancient Rites and Beliefs;

According to the “ Wei—chi” of China that keep the records of the ritual manners

of Ancient Korea, there can be found such characteristics as follows:
a) Rites of Heaven-worshipping ;

“ Yong-Ko ” Worshipping (pu-yo), “ Tong-Maeng ” Worshipping (Ko-Ku-Ryo),
“Mu-Ch’on ” Worshipping (Ye) are all the rituals of worship to a heavenly god.
This is considered a human response to the descent of a heavenly god which is a
ruler of the world, and the Creator.

b) Rites of Farming;
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The rites of worshipping heaven were performed either for the rituals of a
harvest in October, or for the rituals of farming initiation with sowing seeds in
May. The rituals of heaven-worshipping are at the same time the farming rituals,
in which the god-of-production and Earth-Mother which are married to a heavenly
god are also performed at the same time.

¢) God-worshipping with Singing and Dancing ;

Their worshipping techniques were drinking, singing and dancing day and
night. For the action of drinking, singing and dancing would lead people into
ecstasy. People have a mystical experience of union of god and man in an ecstasy.
In the unity of god and man, man obtains liberation as of a perfect freedom, and a
power of creation in which all is possible. And so, he believes in doing this a god
responds to his wishes with creation. Here lies a form of an Ancient Koreans’
belief.

3) Ancient Belief as Shamanism ;

The myths and the rites which have been observed above demonstrate the
conformity-in their structures. That is, the marriage between Heaven and Earth,
and between god and man, and worshipping god with singing and dancing. This
means that man reaches ecstasy by singing and dancing, and at that point god and
man immediately come in union so as to develop a new world of creation. Shamanism
‘can be simply defined, according to Eliade, as “archaic techniques of ecstasy.” Man
realizes his dream (“nostalgia for premodial paradisal situation ”---Eliade---) to return
to the aboriginal paradise in which he may have fellowship directly with a god and
spirit. The form of the Ancient Koreans’ beliefs was the aboriginal Shamanism

which was intended for the realization of this * dream.”
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