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The Disintegration of the Matrilineal
Family in Early Arabia reflected in
the Qur’an
——With special reference to the Ayas on Nikah——

Motoko Katakura

Qur’an which is Allah's revelation for Muslems is, from the point of view of
social science, the eloquent source from which we know how the social structure
and conditions stood in the Prophet Muhammad's day. Especially in Medina's
revelation the vivid aspects of the family, whick was the basic unit in the commu-
nity, can be confidently inferred.

The Prophet’s day was, as Montgomery Watt pointed out, a time of transition
from a normadic to a settled economy, and from tribal solidarity to individual
selfishness. Corresponding with these economic and social changes, there went on
a disintegration of the matrilineal family in the Jahiliya and a growth of the patri-
lineal family deriving from the struggle for private property.

There is a prevalent notion that Islam introduced profound changes in the
status of women in the Jahiliya, “the time of Barbarism”, when there was poly-
gamy, purchase of women, a confused social order, and so on. It should be noted
that these statements are often made with the deliberate intent of contrasting the
glory of Islam with what went before.

Here, in this essay, arranging chronologically and analyzing every aya on
Nikah in the Qur'an, an aspect of the family system in the Prophet’s day is
discussed to reveal the complex of matrilineal and patrilineal factors. For the
analysis of the changing process reflected in the Qur’an, other second sources like
Kitab al-Agani, al-Bukhari’s Sahih, al-Kamil fi al-Ta'rikh, Ibn Sa‘d, Ibn Ishaq

etc are referred to at the same time.
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The Fusion of Bodhisattva
idea into Jataka

Takushu Sugimoto

Earlier (in the Journal of Religious Studies. No. 167, pp.38 ff.), we made it
clear through the investigation of Jitakas appearing in the Bharhut reliefs that the-
original Jataka has no relation to the Bodhisattva idea and the participation of
Buddha is not essential for the Jataka.

Now in this article we discussed on these points from the literary sources;
especially the four Nikayas, Agamas and Vinayas of various schools.

As the result of analysis of these materials, it is clarified that Jatakas were
developed not in the Suita-(Suira-)pitaka but in the Vimaya-pitaka. In the
Nikayas and Agamas (excepting the Ekottarigama) the previous birth stories of
Buddha are related to explain the superiority of Buddhist practice and doctrine to
Brahmanical ones, and no single story of them is entitled as ‘jataka’. And some
of them are adopted not only as ‘Jataka’ but also as ‘ Avadana’ or ‘Itivritaka’
in the later text. Again, it is the most conclusive certainty that most of these
examples were not regarded as Jataka, for they are not retold in the Jatakatthav-
annani which belongs to the same school with the Nikayas.

These facts lead us to believe that they do not show us the real features of
Jataka. '

On the other hand, the Vimavas give us the clear information concerning the
development of Jataka. Especially the instances in the Vinayas of the Makasam-
ghikas, Lokottaravidins and Sarvastivadins are manifestly entitled as ¢ Jataka’,
and are of identical nature with those from Bharhut and the Jatekatthavarnnana.

Originally, Jataka meant one of the methods or forms of narration which told
the past story in connection with the present incident, and it consists of two parts;
the present incident (Praiipanna-vastu) and the past story (Atita~vastu), to which
the part of combination (Samodhana: was added later on. The compulsory combi-
nation of Buddha with one of participants in the story is not pervasive in the
earlier Jatakas but is a special character of the Jatekatthavannani, which might

be a later introduction due to the result that its composer collected the general
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Jatakas in order to explain how Buddha piled the virtuous deeds in his numerous
former births for the achievement of enlightenment as stated in the beginning of
the Nidanakatha.

The first appearance of the word ‘Jataka’ possively may not go back to the
date of the ‘Original Buddhism’, i.e., before the ASoka's time. Because Jatakas
.are not independently narrated but are inserted to tell the disciplines to the monks
and nuns with didactic purposes. And in the Pali Vinaya, which is considered
as the oldest, mentions only one specimen of Jataka related to a nun, whose
.assemblage was founded later than the monk’s one.

The evident fusion of Bodhisattva coception into Jataka is noticed in the
Vinayas of the Dharmaguptiakas and Milasarvastivadins. This suggests that these
two schools had a certain activity to create a new type of Jdtaka, as far as our
analysis of the soures in the Nikdyas, Agamas and Vinayas is concerned. But
the problem as to the relatioen between these two schools and the Mahayana, the
‘texts of which commonly mention Jataka as the ‘ Bodhisattva story’, is remained

unsolved.
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A Study of the Structure of Ancestor
Worship in Ching Li (&)

Shusaku Ejima

I intend to consider ancestor worship in modern China from a structural point
of view, which has generally been overlooked in this field of study.

My basic hypothesis is that the way and the degree of one’s worship for his
dead relatives (ancestors) varies with his way and degree of evaluating the living
relatives, Thus I tried to find out the structure of the evaluation system among
kinship in modern China through the study of Ta Ch’ing Lii (RjF®E#)). The
result tells us that the evaluation system in the code has a multi-dimensional
structure, differentiated by the kinship relations. Besides, I found some factors
such as blood relation, paternal and lineal consanguinity, generation, age, being a
mother and living together, as the fundamental constituents of this system of
evaluation.

Through the consideration of the interrelation of these factors, we will be able
to find one, not all, aspect of the structural frame of the ancestor worship in
Ch’ing Lii.
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A Short History of the Book of
Common Prayer in Chinese

Ken-ichi Yazaki

The first Prayer Book in Chinese was published in Hong Kong, 1854, under
the Rt. Rev. George Smith, and entitled, “ Yesu sheng chiao taoc kao wen™”

There were, subsequently, several attempts to translate the Prayer Book into
Chinese and in 1872 the Rev. S.1. J. Schereschewsky of the Protestant Episcopal
Church in U.S,A. published a translation with the Rev. John S. Burdon of the
Church of England, which they call the “Chiao hui tao wen”.

Although this was a composite book of the Prayer Books of both England and
America, it was the first complete translation of the Book of Common Prayer into
Chinese.

The C.M.S,, S.P. G., American and Canadian Missionaries had decided on their
respective areas of work in China and were using their respective Prayer Books,
not recognizing and necessity fot a “Comon” book. So the Schereschewsky-Burdon
Book which was in Mandarin did not receive wide use. Yet it became the source
book for nearly all translation into Chinese after that.

It facilitated the translation of the Prayer Book into Japanese and had a consi-
derable influence in the establishment of the organized Nippon Seikokai.
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