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SRUMNRFYISRHL L0’

Bl
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(K.S. Mathur (1964), Caste and Ritual in a Malwa Village, pp.119—120.)
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A Religio-ethnological Study of
the Female Shaman Tradition in Japan.

Tokutard Sakurai

In spite of the increasing modernization of Japanese society and the concomitant
rationalization of Japanese religion, there still persistently remain magico-religious
activities of female shamans among the common people in Japan.

Characteristic of these female shamans, in comparison with those among other
peoples around Japan, is their kuchiyose act; namely, they, possessed by the souls
of the dead, talk about the latter’s state of mind to the bereaved. Attention
should also be paid to the fact that there is a special principle concerning the day,
the month, and the season, when the kuchiyose is performed. Among the female
shamans, there are 1) shinkuchi (lit. new mouth), who talk for the souls of persons
who died for the past year, and 2) furwukuchi (lit. old mouth), who talk for those
of persons who died prior to it.

The purpose of this article is to make a report of the result of my researches
on this phenomenon and to see the religious significance of the kuchiyose activities

of Japanese female shamans.
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On the Numbers of the Suttas
in the Tsa-a-han ching

Mitsuyoshi Saigusa

As I have showed in this Journal No, 192 that the tota! of the numbers of the
Suttas in the Samywutta-nikaya is to amount to 2872 instead of 2889 (PTS V,
Introduction p.viii), [ dare to doubt of the numbers of the Suttas in the T sa-a-han
ching (R &#Z). The Tsa-a-han ching is said to contain 1862 Suttas and the
text of this Agama in Taisho (vol. 2, No.99) gives the numbers from 1 to 1362 to

each Sutta, This text assigns the Sutta—numbers to the Suttas which begin with
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the four characters---Zn2FH M (Pali, “evam me sutam ™). [ find however several
confusions in this numbering. (1) The Sutta No.1112 (Taisho 293b ) is composed
of 4 lines, The next line begins with the four characters---4n2F%f and this Sutta
is composed of 23 lines. But this Sutta is not given any numbering. (2) The 23
examples show that the Suttas which do nof begin with the four characters---#ni2
% BH are given the Sutta~numbers, i.e. Nos.20, 50, 137, 138, 140-1, 143-4, 436,
437, 477, 491, 626, 640, 641,695, 696, 755-7, 772-4, 800, 811-2, 840, 841, 1033,
1066. (3) It seems to me that there are 25 examples in which each Sutta is
compacted of two or many ones in order to avoid to repeat the same subject. (4)
1 find 120 examples which have the additions at the end of the Suttas. Because
the additions say “fpnE (so it is)- -7, they show the same conteats with the Suttas.
These additions suggest that many other Suttas are to exist.

(The word ““ many”
means between 2 and about 4000).

In conclusion we can not decide that the Tsa-a-han ching consists of 1362
Suttas, but only say that the total numbers of the Suttas in this Agama are diffe-
rent according to the method of calculation.
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On the “Pollution Concept’
in Hidu Community.

Hiroyasu Iwata

In this paper, I should like to discuss tentavely some of central traits on the
relationships between beliefs about ritual purity-impurity and their social strati-
fication. The main trits and functions of this pollution concept are roughly able to
explain with the theoretical model as following; (i) In Hindu world, all of the
natural and supernatural objects are arranged into a uni-demensional order of
“purity-impurity continuum” based on their cosmic philosophy. Everythings are
located on the higher or lower positions of this contiduum according to their own
degrees of intrinsically pure or impure nature, and these positions are evaluated as
proper “ritual status”. Some objects ranked on the lowest station of the continuum
are considered as polluting sources which keep internally severe ritual defilement,

and therefore they should be strictly separated from pure beings located on the
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opposite side. (ii) Polluting objects can transfer their own pollutions to another
by direct or indirect contacts. The direct contact means phisical or bodily touch
and - indirect contact, touch mediating with some conductors or vehicles and kinship
ties. (iii) Any person or object once recieved pollution, must be immediately re-
arranged in more or less lower status position for the reason of its assimilation
with the defilement of the polluting sources. From this moment, the pollution-
reciever change itself into a kind of polluting sources, which become ritual threat
to every pure being. And the nature of such secondary polluting objects is deter-
mined by two variables: a. the intensity of recieved pollution, and b. the situation
or manner of contact. (iv) The pollution, recieved from any sources, would con-
tinue to work as one of the attributes of the reciever, unless the contagion is
removed by a set of designated procedures (purificatory rituals). However, the
ability of prepared purificatory means is limited within a certain extent, and then,
some sort of severe pollution which overed this limitation could not be removed by
any means. The reciever of such havy pollution is parmanently to remain in
relatively lower ritual status. It must be segregated from the rest as a kind of
the primary polluting sources which keeps intrinsic defilement in its own nature,
and must be re-ranked in a lower position of the purity-impurity continuum. (v )
Pollution is automatically inherited through reproductory chains, because it can be
mediated or carriered by kinship ties. Consequently, the lower ritual status based
on pollution is one of the ascribed qualities determined by birth. Some persons who
classified as the primary polluting sources and their descendants are eternally
deprived of accessibility to “purity”, at least in their life-cycles, so they can not
participate in innerworldly salvation.

The ritual avoidances of Hindus, intimately connected with their ideas about
pollution, appear to make a certain kind of system which is composed of consistent,
inspite of much complicated, patterns of action. Hindu status hierarchy realized
by the performance of these patterns seems to be a system of ritual interrelation-
ships which organized in terms of common service to the supernaturals. In other
words, Hindu caste community is essentially a complementary or interdependent
organization which reintegrate , toward the attainment of common ritual goals, the

segments once devided and stratified into each ritual positions based on the “Pol-
lution Concept. ™
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The Ontological Argument for the
Existence of God

—A Commentary on St, Anselm’s

Proslogion, Chap, I, —

Chumaru Koyama

I. On the Scholastic Method

The Augustinian formula ‘intellige ut credas, crede ut intelligas’ is an impo-
rtant proposition to show main themes of medieval philosophy, which is a religious
metaphysics about faith and reason. But St. Anselm resolutely segments this formula
and adopts its latter half and abandons the former. Therefore St. Anselm’s formula
becomes ‘neque quaero intelligere, ut credam; sed dredo, ut intelligam,’ or *fides
quaerens intellectum.’ The formula of St. Augustine is to some extent vague and
equivocal, while Anselm’s simple and clear, because the relation between faith and
reason becomes more evident and distinct; namely, first comes the acceptance of
faith, and then the understanding of faith ‘sola ratione’. That is the Scholastic
method, for the reason of which St. Anselm is called ‘the Father of Scholasticism ’.
II. A Commentary on Proslogion, Chap. IL

It seems that St. Anselm’s ontological argument for the existence of God is very
lucid and cogent., But this argument had many, difficult questions and so it has
had ‘a checquered history’. This article tries to point out one or two of those
questions. According to M. J. Charlesworth, the essential one of them is about the
possibility of the comparison, ‘maius’, which St. Anselm makes (1) in his defini-
tion of God, ‘aliquid quo maius nihil cogitari potest’, and (2) in the whole process
of his argument. Charlesworth makes a closely logical examination of St. Anselm’s
comparison and suggests its impossibility at the end.

In consequence it seems to become clear that St. Anselm’s argument is not of

logical dimension, but of metaphysical dimension.
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