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(p.76) 3) chos kyi dbyins dan mfiam pahi dge bahi
rtsa ba (98 a) dharmadhatu-parinamita-kuéalamila (p.
190)

II hdun pa dan----- chos kyi sku dan ldan pa ni/go rims
bshin du sa dan------ sprin Ita bu ste/chos dkar po thams
cad kyi gshihi dnos po daf------ dgah ldan gyi gnas na
béugs pa la sogs pa kun du ston par run ba #id kyis
grans bshin no//.---- de la dan po gsum ni----- las dan
po pahi sa hsdus so/(83a, b) tatra prathama$ cittot-
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dharmakaya-sahagato mahameghopamas tusitabhavana-
vasadi-sattvartha-samdaréanena nirmanakayataya sarv-
asattvartha-kriyanam tadadhinatvat/ (p.25)

III dehi hog tu phyir mi hon ba ste/...- $es bya ba
rnam pa bshiho/dehi hog tu de fiid hog min gyi mthar
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thug par hgro pa ste/hphar ba--- #id kyis gon du hpho
ba gshan rnam pa gsum mo/ dehi hog tu de fid srid
pahi rtse mohi mthar thug par hgro ba ni gzugs kyi
hdod chags don bral ba ste/ (85b)

tato yah memﬁnmnmlsmﬁamlimmwx‘cnmmem%nmsmama
anagamity ucyate/ sa paficadha .<m&§<<ma\ ...... grdhva-
srotaé ca paficamah/ sa punar akanistha-paramo bhava-
gra-paramaé ca/ (pp. 35, 36)
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Three Syllable Nouns
Ending in “Ra”

William P. Fairchild

“HASHIRA”-“POLE”, 1

noticed that there was a complex of three syllable nouns

In my investigation of the

ending in “RA” which have important meanings in the
Shinto Religion. Motoori says that the root of “hashira -
“ hashi ”-means the thing between the roof and the floor
of a house; that “hashi”-bridge means the thing between
two river banks; “ hashi ”-chopsticks-means the thing bet-
ween two sticks, etc. He also says that “hashi”-*first”
as used in the myth of the first marriage means the first
act of marriage, and so “hashira” is a phallus symbol.
Shiratori concludes that the root “hashi” of “hashira”
means the passage between two points in space or time.
Neither Mottori nor Shiratori are very specific, however,
as to the meaning of “Ra”.

Ra was used as an ending to form the plural: murajira-
heads of families or villages, kimira-chiefs, atahera~family
members, kora-children, etc. It was also used as a verbal
It was also

ending: nagara-flowing, mira-seeing, etc.
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used as an ending to form adverbs, conjunctions, preposi-
tions, and nouns. Here, we are concerned with “ra” as
an ending in three syllable nouns.

The following are three syllable nouns ending in “ra”
which are found in the oldest literature: abura (oil), ag-
ura (cross legged sitting), abara (rib), chikara (tax-stre-
ngth), hashira (pole), hokora (shrine), homura (flame),
{bara (thorn), kabura (singing arrow), kagura (divine da-
nce), kashira (head of family or chief), katsura (vine,
wig, judas tree), makura (pillow), sakura (cherry bloss—
om), takara (riches), tatara (bellows), tawara (rice bag),
tsurara (icicle), and ugara, ukara or yakara (family).

It is self evident that “ra” does not mean “plural” in
these three syllable nouns. This conclusion is also confir-
med by such expressions as “hitotsu no hashira ” (one
pole), and “hashi” (chopsticks), which is actually a plu-
ral noun without the ending “ra”. Also, the ending “ra”
is not dropped to mean “one pole”, “one shrine”, “one
arrow 7, etc.

The first question is whether *“ra™ actually has a special
meaning when used in three syllable nouns. If it does,
then the basic meaning of the word should be seen in the
two syllable root. This seems to be true in most cases:

hashi (communications device), hoko (spear), homu (bu-

rn), kabu (root), kagu (burn), kashi (oak), katsu (vict-

ory), maku (wrap), saku (bloom), taka (high), tobu

(fly), tsura (vine),

Among the three syllable words ending in “ra” we find
highly important religious concepts and important secular
words : abura (oil) was the original condition of the world ;
agura (cross legged sitting) was the bending down to show
submission to heaven; chikara (tax) was the collecting of
rice, the mainstay of the government; hashira (pole) was
the connection between heaven and earth; hokora (shrine)
was the home of the deity; homura (fire) was one of the
most important gods; ibara (thorn or claw) were sacred,
being attached to shaman rosaries; kabura Amw:mm:m arrow)
was the voice of god; kagura (divine or fire dance) was
one of the most important rituals; kashira (head or chief)
were ancestors; katsura (vine or wig) had magic power,
especially for food production; sakura {cherry blossom)
became the symbol of Japan; tawara (rice bag) were god-
seats and contained the main food of the people; tatara
(bellows) was a deity and were used to make sacred fire;
tobura (funeral) was the flight of the soul to heaven.

«

It appears from this list of words that the ending “ra ”
was used to point out the most important item of a class
of items. There were many “hashi” but the * hashira”
was the most important. There were many spears, but the
“hokora” was the spear godseat, the most important spe-
ar. There were many fires, but the “kagura” was the

most important fire, etc,
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