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Das Problem der Erlauterung und des
Verstens tber die religiose Schrift

Yoshikazu Ishida

Wenn man sagen kann, daB die eigentliche Aufgabe der Religionsphilosophie
die Forschung und die Erlduterung tiber das Wesen der Religion sei, ist die
Ausfiihrung dieser Aufgabe dadurch imstande, daB sich der Forscher selbst zu
dem einzelnen persShnlichen Religionserlebnis wie moglich ndhert oder darin sich
einsetzt und dann den inneren Zustand des religiésen Lebens erkldrt. Dafiir gibt
es noch ein Problem als eine wichtige Aufgabe, wie man die religiése oder die
Heilige Schrift verstehen und erldutern soll. Die heutige, sogenannte existenzielle
Hermeneutik strebt durch die Analyse von der Struktur der menschlichen Existenz
den Entstehungsgrund der Erlduterung und des Verstehens tiber die religiése Schrift
zu erkliren. Aber in ihrer Denkweise bleibt noch eine Frage, ob das Selbstversti-
ndnis des Menschen zustande komme, ohne die Beschriankung der historischen oder
sozialen Bedingungen zu denken. Ohne Riicksicht auf dieser Beschrinkung, scheint es
mir, kann diese Hermeneutik keine Rolle in Gebiet der Religionsphilosophie spielen.
Aber ich m&chte hier nur darauf hinweisen, daB der Grund des Verstehens iiber
die religidse Schrift nur im Ort der Ek-sistenz gesucht wird, wo sich die einzelne,
religitse Erfahrung selbst eigentlich in der Welt 6ffnen kann. Nimlich muB der
Forscher nicht nur die Eigentlimlichkeit der religiésen Wahrheit in jeder Schrift
begreifen, sondern auch den Ort finden, wo sich die Allgemeinheit der Religion im
Grund der besonderen, religitsen Wahrheit einleuchten kann. Das bedeutet auch
den Durchbruch vom Grund einer Religion im Zusammenhang der anderen Religio-
nen. Wenn in diesem Standpunkt das Wesen der Religion erldutert wird, kann
das Gespréich der Religionsphilosophie mit der positiven und der vergleichenden

Religionswissenschaft ausfiihren.
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Methodological Problems for the
Study of Religion

Kenji Ueda

My intention in this paper is to discuss some methodological problems for the
better development of Religionswissenschaft in Japan.

Starting from the examination of late Prof. Kishimoto’s theory I especially
considered following two points. The first point is whether scientific study of
religion, so-called religiology, can be or has been an independent field of study as
it is in the case of sociology or psychology both in terms of its method and
object. Regarding to this point I tried to show a possibility that scientific study
of religion can have a unique method for its own. The second point is whether
scientific study of religion in Japan which is represented by Kishimoto’s work had
really been consistent with its title as a science. In relation with this second
point I discussed the problem of purpose in the study of religion.

Concluding the paper I stated that Versfehen or understanding element is the
core in the study of religion and because of this element religiology can become

an independent science.
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Indian and Buddhist Studies vis
a vis Religious Studies

Problems around Methodology

Jikido Takasaki

Development of the ‘Science of Religion owes, as its earliest stage, much to an
Indologist and Linguist, Max Miiller (1823-1900), while in Japan, Indology and
Buddhist studies of modern approach has started after his disciples, B.Nanjo and
others. In the case of Buddhist studies as a field of Indology, their methodology,

i.e. philological and historical approach to the object, has not been changed fun-
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damentally since the days of Max Miiller. As for the Science of Religions, how-
ever, it developed far from his comparative method, being enriched with methodo-
logies of psychology, sociology, anthropology, etc.

As one of fundamental sciences of human behaviors, the Science of Religions
is always required to be nervous of its methodology. At the same time, it is still
sufferring of finding out its unique methodology. This problem relates more or less
to the character of its proper field, i.e. religious phenomena in general. In its
objective approach, the science of religion is different from Theology, but due to
the meaning of religion in human behaviors it cannot remain purely objective
and descriptive. Recent tendency of °‘interpretation’ method seems to show its
proper approach. But what is the concrete contents given by this methodology

and what kind of discipline is to be given to the students?
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On the Structure of Concepts
and of Scientific Facts

Nobukiyo Nomura

The auther has firstly described the Structure of those concepts, theories and
hypotheses in behavioural Science based on the thoughts of Festinger, Katz, Goode,
Hatt and Merton.

In this field the content of these concepts must be decided clearly and rigorously.
It is the object of this clarification to reveal the index of observation. Concepts
should be operational. This statement implies that it is impossible for the content
of scientific concepts to be ol complex dimensions. However, religious phenomena,
when the object of investigation, are of infinite dimensions. This discrepancy is
a serious problem in our resarch.

The functions of a theory are to make possible a limitation of the area of
observation in infinite-demensional actual facts and also to allow the coexistence
of methodological strictness and the observation of a complex system. Using these
ideas as criteria in behavioural science, the author has examined and analysed the
structure of four concepts : Tremendum by Otto, Traditionalismus by Weber,
|deational Culture by Sorokin and Functional Unity by Brown.

In the analysis of the structural model of scientific facts, both causal and
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functional have been considered.

The following conclusions were reached:
@® The clarification of the structure of main concepts and of the structural model
of scientific facts is quite important for the scientific study of religion.
®@ The methodological strictness and the ability to understand religious phenomena
should be considered as two crucial criteria for methodological examination.
® The simplification of the analytical dimensions of a scientific concept and of
the infinite-dimensionality of religious phenomena is beset by difficult problems.
@ In a scientific study of religion, the researcher must be satisfied with the
clarification of some aspects only of religious phenomena,
® “Theory” is an essential part of empirical research. “ Frustration-anxiety-
inner adjustment theory ”, “Social integration theory” and “Meaning theory ” are
considered to be essentials by the auther.

(® Concepts in the scientific study of religion are heuristic.
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Die hermeneutische Untersuchung
der Religion

Junshiro Kawabata
In dieser Abhandlung habe ich versucht, den philosophischen Grund des bult-
mannschen Entmythologisierungsprogramms kritisch zu untersuchen und die herme-

neutische Methode Bultmanns fiir die wissenschaftliche Forschung der religitsen

Phinomenen fruchtbar zu machen.
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