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The Religious Character of Confucianism

Hisayuki MIYAKAWA

There have been proposed various understandings by many scholars about necessity
and possibility to treat confucianism as religion, so many as methods how to define
religion. In many cases, they refer briefly to it only in the introduction to their works,
which discuss it from the other point of view, While introducing the main understand-
ings about it of the foreign scholars, the author takes up two examples for seeing
confucianism as religion from both the inside and the outside, namely the problem of
celebration during the Ming-Ch’ing period and the movement of the Assembly of
Confucianism, Further, the writer describes 1), how far the belief in heavens in the
Chou period had been delivered to Confucius or the laters, 2) a religio-magic charac-
ter of various thoughts contained in Confucianism of the Han period and 3) its
tendency toward making itself religion to stand against Buddhism and Taoism in the
mediaeval age.
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On Death
Koji SUZUKI

In cases when the problem of death is treated, one would usually turn the eyes
upon the urgent feelings of death, namely upon the way what death should be to the
concerned, But one should have asked the situation where in comes out and “Was”
as source itself. This is an existential standpoint.

One is to go out to death, rising above himself as well as being anxious about it.
It is a “méglich” death, to reach non-existence in possibilities of existence,

In that case, the “Dasein”, which faces on death, touches the root of history and
realizes that the root of history is nature, The Dasein, which has nature as its source,
knows “Logos” or Time as rhythm having command of nature. While living in Time

and seeing what is as what is, he must return to nature, where life and death are
unified,

(184) 134



Comparative Study of Three Religious Men

—Ryosen, Chogyu, Mitsuyoshi—
Koichi MATSUMOTO

In this report, the writer intends to compare three personalities of religion, Ryosen
Tsunashima, Chogyu Takayama, and Mitsuyoshi Kiyosawa as a case study, and to
observe the significance of their religion which weighs much in their personalities.

They lived most of their lives in the same era from 1860 to the last half of 1890 (1st
year to the last half of 30th year of Meiji Era), and accepted alike the civilization
at that time. The highness of culture and the foundation of it, and even the physical
condition itself were not so different among them.

Their practical tendencies which are clearly disclosed in their diaries, letters and
remarks are : ideal purchasing of Ryosen, authoritarian bearings of Chogyu and the~
oretical attitude of Kiyosawa,

The writer tries to explain and clarify the reaction of these individual tendencies
to their particular believes such as theohorasis (Ryosen), worship of Nichiren (Cho-

gyu), and absolute salvation from without (Kiyosawa),
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The Concept of Absoluteness in Buddism
Yoshiro TAMURA

The Concept of absoluteness in Buddhism is based on the concept of sanyata, As to
the concept of simyati, there are some kinds of misunderstandiug. For example,
Stcherbatsky defined samyata as relativity. According to his definition, sanyata
indicates that all things in this world are relative, and the absolute, such as Buddha
or nirvana can be perceived only by the mystic intuition, His definition, however,
is not correct, for the concept of samyata clears up that the absolute established
against the relative is a product of the one-sided view, and logicallg falls into a kind
of the relative. In other words, the right concept of samyata is that the absolute
can be found in the transcendency of the duality of the absolute and the relative,
In China s#nyata was defined as the fundamental nothingness, from which all beings

come to appear. But this definition was severely criticized as a product through the

133 (33



thought of Lao-tsze by the Buddhist scholars who deeply investigated the Buddhist
scriptures concerning s#nyatd. This criticism may be applied to the definition of the
absolute nothingness given by the modern Japanese philosophers.

The concept of sanyata signifies that the absolute is neither the absolute nor the
relative in the negative expression, and in the positive expression it is identical with
the relative. Nagarjuna made the effort to make clear this point, and Buddhist sch~-
olars after him concentrated to the problem of realization of the absolute in the rela-

tive.
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Tendencies of S. Kierkegaard’s
Understanding of the Christianity

Mitsuo WATABE

S. Kierkegaard (S.K.) as a Christian thinker has a very difficult problem :
how he understood the Christianity, This paper treats of it at four points: S, K, ’s
relation ‘with the New Testament, his relation with “dogmas”, his understanding of
history and his Christology. (1) S.K. has a small knowledge of the historical criticism
of NT science, Therefore he could not distinguish the reports from hisorical events in
the NT as historical documents. His purpose was to understand human existence in
the relation of God in the light of NT, In its process, he took a distant position

from the “supernatural”, “rational”, and “orthodoxical” understanding. Also S. K. ’s

own personal and accidental moments with NT were doubly reflected in his understa-
nding. (2) S.K. had not interests in building the dogmatics, or “Glaubenslehre”, but
had two tendencies to the orthodoxical “dogms” ; first, his existential understanding
under presupposing the “Lutheran orthodoxical dogmas®, second, their unconscious
changing in the point of “self-acquisition of the faith. (3) Examining Johannes Clima-
cus’ “God in time” with Anti-Climacus” “holy history”, we must conclude that S, K.
had not elemental historical understnading, but took the position of “fictionalism”,
(4) The center of S, K. s Christology is the Love of God. He had also the New Ke-
notic tendency which had been discussed among the “mediation theologians” and the
“New Confessional theologians in the 19th century. This Kenotic theory which S, K,
had is a key to understand his concepts : “Inkognito”, “Ukjendeligheden”, “Forargelsen”

and “Parado”,
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