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Various Types of Miyaza (‘& KE)

Toshiaki Harada

Miyaza is usually defined as the cult-group of a Shinto shrine. However, not
-every shrine has an affiliated Miyaza organization. Originally, only the tutelary
deities of local villages were celled Miya, the shrine. Accordingly, Miyaza is
the cult-group of a village shrine whose proper function consists in a common
.administration of the ritual performances of the tutelary deity.

Such being its proper nature, there can be in principle only one Miyaza
-organization in each village. In other words, it is a social group based on
local principle. It is not rare, however, that in the course of time a local
.community be transformed into a kind of kinship organization. This is especially
the case with the Miyaza where its members become priviledged within the
village community. Where the membership has thus become a hereditary
priviledge, it is usually called kabu ( £k literally meanig stock) or suji (fj literally
‘meaning sinue).

Thus, there are among Miyaza groups some which are primarily based on
‘the principle of local affinity, and others based on the hereditary principle.

Generally speaking, the latter may be regarded as derived from the former.
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The Syncretism of Ancient Shinto and Buddhism
——On the Origin of Hachiman (j\}E) -Cult—

Hatayoshi Nakano

The present paper makes an attempt to trace the origin of the Hachiman-
deity out of the syncretism of various religious trends centered around the nor-
thern part of Kyushu. Originally the Hachiman-deity was the tutelary deity
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of the Usa (F1£) Clan arising out of the naturistic beliefs of the province.
This cult was then influenced by the divinatory practices of the Nakatomi (f
) Clan and by the Buddhistic beliefs of the Hata (Z) Clan. Thus the “stran-
ge shaman of Kyushu Province ” (B EZFZ) mentioned in the ancient records
came into existence. In the process of spreading into the folk, these shamans.
gradually assimilated the Buddhist beliefs and became a kind of shaman-priests.
At last, there emerged also among the members of the Usa Clan a group of
such shaman-priests who were later known under the name of Nimmon-bosatsu
(ABER.

In the meantime, the Usa Clan made a league with the Hata Clan and under-
took a common project of irrigational constructions in the Yaewata (A1%E) Dis-
trict in the northern part of Kyushu. Parallel to this, they established a common.
cult of the Deity of Yawata. After the Taika Reformation (X{k3) in the
7th Century, by which the Japanese state was centralized to a considerable
degree, an increased contact between the northern Kyushu and the Yamato (X
1) province was established and the Deity of Yawata became identified with
the deified Emperor Ojin (J54H).

After this, the two cults: those of Yawata and of the shaman-priests of Usa
were brought together. By this syncretism, the female deity worshipped by the
shaman-priests of Usa was given the place of the mother deity of the Yawata.

In this way, the cult of Yawata Deity was established who was later renamed

Hachiman (\¥E).
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Christianity and Philosophy
—On the place of Philosophy—

Kiyoshi Osuvca

In modern times Christianity had to vindicate itself against the impact of
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scientific view of the world and the life. 1In the course of it, Christianity had
lost itself into that against which it was vindicating, and had become a philosophy
of life. In recent, especially after the First World War Christanity rediscovered.
and reaffirmed itself as a historical religion, revealed by Jesus Christ and his
Church. This rediscovery gave rise to the so-called theologism which denied
any stand of philosophy in Chiristianity. But if philosophy has its proper role
and place for human living, it is the same as in Christianity which solely
depends upon revelation. So, in this paper, I should like to find out what is the
role and place of philosophy through the analytic examination of Christian

existence. (For reference, see also No.169 of this magazine)
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An Interpretation of the Buddhist Theory
of Non-Ego of Five Elements

With Reference to Samkhara

Toshio Kazama

The meaning of the term sarkhdra in the Pali Canon is difficult to determine.
However, since it may be regarded as a central concept originally introduced
by the Buddha, it is of utmost importance for the understanding of the
Primitive Buddhism to clarify its connotation. For this purpose, the present
paper makes an attempt to examine the nature of the Five Elements Theory in
terms of the historical development of the concept of @fman before the Buddha.

Ydjnavalkya, the most important thinker in the Upanisad, said that there
is no sanjna after death, and that Gfman means vijndna-ghana. Sanjna is the
consciousness aiming at the satisfaction of empirical desires, whereas vijndna
designates the function of discrimination and hence of abstraction. The former
is derived from the k@ma of man, and the latter culminates in the grasping of
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metaphysical ideas. In a sense, these two may be regarded as the fundamental
-conception of the Brahmana and the Upanisad respectively, and the transition
from the former to the latter corresponds to the historical development of Indian
‘thinking from the Bra@hmana to the Upanisad. In the Brahmana, self-perfection
by means of rituals (d¢ma-samskrti) is required as the necessary condition
for attaining immortal life after death. In the Upanisad, however, ai¢man in
the sense of vijndna or prajndna was transformed into a metaphysical concept.

The Buddha, by reflecting upon this historical development, came to
<conceive samkhara as a function of an individual person. In its consequence,

he was led to the thory that the Five Elements do not contain any Ego.
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