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Zen and Discipline () in Eisa:

Mizumaro ISHIDA

Eisai (%78 1140-1215) is usually known as one of the early founders of Zen
Buddhism in Japan. At the same time, he emphasized the utmost importance
of discipline as a prerequisite for attaining the prosperity of Buddhism. In this
paper I should like to discuss the relation of Zen and discipline in his teaching.

Originally, Eisai was a monk of the Tendai Sect. As Zen had formed a part
of the Tendai doctrine, in his early days he also participated in its practice.
However, his appreciation of Zen grew as time went on, and after he returned
from his stays in China, he tried to establish it as an independent school of
Buddhism.

Owing to various hindrances, especially the opposition on the part of the
traditional Tendai Sect, his effort did not bear fruit immediately. His Zen
teaching, however, was in reality a new teaching and was no more identical
with the Zen practised within the Tendai Sect. In accordance with this, his

concept of discipline was also different from that of the traditional schools.
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A Case Study of Shinto Local Cult Group
—1Its Organization and Dissolution—

Shin AIBA

This paper aims_to show how Shinto local cult groups in pre-modern Japan
were organized and how they functioned. For this purpose, the Hachiman
Shrine of Takasaki City, the present Gumma Prefecture, is chosen an a typical

example.
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The shrine had a well organized cult group, consisting of sixteen shake
families, together with one beffo and six wajo. These important posts were
hereditarily held in the hands of a few families. Since it monopolized both cult
performance and finance of the shrine, the cult group was similar to miyaza
organization which was rarely found in the eastern, but was rather widely
distributed in the western part of the country.

Moreover, the cult group had not only religious but also other functions.
Especially, it exerted a decisive influence on the economic life of the local rural
community by making monopoly of water distribution for irrigation.

The cult group of the Hachiman Shrine thus combined both religious and
economico-political authority. In the social upheaval of the Meiji Restoration,
however, it gradually began to decline and finally lost its previous status. The
process of its dissolution best exemplifies the fate of religio-social authorities
in pre-modern Japan which were doomed to fall at the emergence of modern

bourgeois society after the Meiji Era.

tre
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A Type of Primitive Gnosticism
—Represented by Simon Magus—

Eizo KIKUCHI

This paper is one of my sketches of Early Gnosticism. Gnosticism is one of
the most influential heresies whose power was a threat to the faith in the period
of early christianity. Though recent research of Gnosticism has not resulted in
satisfactory grasp of its origins and doctrinal development, we may now infer
the existence of a primitive Gnosticism which is different from the great gnostic
systems as seen in Valentinus and Basilides in the second century.
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In this paper [ should like to take up the thought of Simon and the Simo-
nians, as one form of Primitive Gnosticism. In the first place (Part 1), I will
give an exegetical survey of their doctrines, the main sources of which are the
Acts of Apostles, Justin, Irenaeus, Pseud-Clementines, etc. Then, in Part [,

I will outline the development of their doctrines and the main features of

the Gnosticism of the Simonians.
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On the Philosophy of Religion in Bergson

Yoshinori MITANI

Bergson regarded experience as the only reliable source of knowledge, and
one basic objective of his philosophical thinking was to take into account the
fact of immediate experience. In this essay I tried to show how his understand-
ing of religion and morality was determined by this fundamental orientation.

In so doing, 1 have made special reference to some of his ideas found in
“ Les deux sources de la morale et la religion”: his notion of man as a being
who not only is given intellect 1.)ut also has room for the unreasonable, and his
treatment of mysticism as a way from the “closed” to “open”™ religiousness.

Taking the former point as a clue, one may interpret Bergson as a predec-
cesor of what is usually called the philosophy of existence. A careful analysis
of the latter point, however, reveals that Bergson understood mysticism primarily
as a “ prolongation™ of intuitive experience * from below ”. In other words, his

4 mysticism is chiefly characterized by the element of continuity and lacks the
N element of discontinuity characteristic of genuine decision of faith.

Thus, Bergson’s understanding of religion is based on a rather affirmative

view of being or a kind of vitalism, and there is no place in his philosophy for

an adequate appreciation of Nothingness,

—134—



PR 5

R SR T R R PR Y

On the Religious Development of Kanzo Uchimura

4 —With Special Reference to His Attitude

toward Human Sufferings—

Norihisa SUZUKI ”

Kanzo Uchimura (1861-1930) is one of the most prominent figures in the

history of Protestant Christianity in modern Japan. He is the author of “ How

, I became a Christian ? ”, and he is well known also as the originator of the so-
called Non-church movement.

Personally, he had to suffer various adversities throughout his lifetime:
his youth he spent in misery living abroad; in his middle life he was publicly:
condemned in consequence of a conflict with the Meiji Government, known
. as the Lese-majesty Case; in his later years, again, he was struck by diseases
and other misfortunes in the family.

I nrecent times, especially after the World War T, historical researches
have mainly concerned about the socio-political aspect of his thought. Above
all, he has received a new appraisal as a modern thinker because of the liberal
and anti-authoritarian traits which were best evidenced by his attitude in the
above-mentioned Lese-majesty Case.

However, Kanzo Uchimura is primarily a religious man and needs to be

understood as such. The modernity of his thought, too, was nothing but an out-
come of his fundamentally religious orientation. From such a viewpoint, this
paper makes an attempt to trace the religious development of this unique
thinker and to analyse how his interpretation of human sufferings advanced in -

" accord with his religious growth.
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