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- Modern Developments of Islam —An Interpretation

Kan KAGAYA

Among several fields of Islamic studies, study of the modern development:
of Islam has become central since the end of the last War. This new field of’
research requires a dynamic and realistic approach to Islam, unknown in here-
tofore formalistic Orientology. A glance at modern Asia and Africa indicates
that Islam is not decreasing, but is extending itself culturally and politically,
or, to be more concrete, it is immersing itself in modern history. I propose:
here to interprete modern Islam principally in connection with modern Afro-
Asian nationalism, at the same time analysing socio-historically its dynamic
transition.

Afro-Asian nationalism is quite an original expression, distinguished from
the classical model in the formative period of the modern West. We Japanese
have not shared experiences with Afro-Asian nationalism. I propose to interrpret
their nationalism as an historical trend of struggle for modifying the process
of modernization inaugurated by the West since the last century. For modern
Muslims, the Western way cannot be exclusively followed. I conclude that the
basic cause of difficulty in mutual understanding between the Muslim intelligen-
tsia and the non-Muslim modgrn world lies in the political and economic rela-
tions of past and ﬁot in the religious attitude of either party. Both sides are
only beginning to become conscious of this problem. Naturally, then, they are

not finding any ready response to this mutual overtures.
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On the Historical Significance of

Pao-ts‘ang-lun (2EiER)
Shigeo KAMATA

The Pao-ts‘ang-lun has generally been held to be the work of Séng-chao
({42 , 374-414 A.D.). Recently, Prof. T‘ang-yung-t‘ung (%) advanced a
new theory denying the authorship of Séng-chao and putting the date of com-
pilation of the book in the middle of T‘ang Dynasty. This theory, however,
is not substantiated by any reliable evidence.

The purpose of the present paper is to discuss the point at issue. Of special
significance in this connection is a sentence of the Lankavatara-sutra, which
was transiated into Chinese in the year 701 A.D., and is quoted in the book in
question. From this it is clear that the date of its compilation must be put
. after 701 A.D. From the same source, it may be assumed that the author of
the book was a scholar belonging to the Niu-t‘ou-tsung (4FH5%), a school of
Zen Buddhism.

The paper further deals with the mutual relation of Pao-ts‘ang-lun and

‘Taoism and tries to clarify the historical significance of the former.
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Myth of the Marriage of Izanaki and Izanami

Yoshiyuki KOJIMA

The worship of safe-no-kami is one of the oldest and most popular folk
cults of Japan. Safe-no-kami is a deity whose proper function is to protect the
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boundaries of communities. However, it is also closely connected with phallic
-worship, and the various myths telling of its origin have mainly to do with
physical intercourse. The many stories which contain the motif of brother-sister
or father-daughter incest are especially prominent. This incest motif recurs also -
in the genesis-myths. Judging from the fact that similar myths which ascribe
ithe origin of mankind to an incest are widespread among the peoples of South-
.east Asia, this very probably represents one of its most primitive forms.
Accordingly, the myth of the marriage of Izanaki and Izanami, who gave birth
to the world in the classical Japanese mythology, may be a variation of these
typical motifs prevalent throughout Southeast Asia. Asthe myth of the marriage
of Izanaki and Izanami contains many elements related to the worship of
Safe-no-kami, such as explanations of the origin of marriage and the genesis
of islands and kamis etc., which conclude with accounts of the origin of the
deity guarding the border between this world and the world of death, it may
be assumed that both this myth and the worship, of safe-no-kami had a
common religious background from which they took their concrete forms of

expression,
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Some Reflections on the Buddhist Conception
of Voidness (éﬁnyata)

-in the Prajhiaparamita-satra and in Nagarjuna—
Hideo MASUDA

If there is any universal religious truth in Buddhism, it must necessarily
be valid also in the present-day cultural situation and give us a firm support by
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which to give a basis for our existence. From such an existential concern, this
paper attempts to analyse the conception of voidness which is central to Bud-
dhism.

First of all, the two conceptions of voidness must be distinguished : the
relative one based on pratityasamutpada (dependent causation), and the
genuine one.

It. is the contention of the former view that all beings are not real, but are
provisional, since they come into existence as a result of a combination of
various causes. This point is brought forth in seven different ways. Empirically
and logically, however, this view is open to question. Morover, it runs the risk
of falling into a mere negativism. This conception of voidness is still based on
the standpoint of relative knowledge.

The genuine conception of voidness, on the contrary, is based on absolute
wisdom (prajna) transcending the standpoint of relativity. This wisdom is made
possible by the practice of meditation (samadhi). By practising samadhi, prajﬁﬁ
is realized and enlightenment attained. The genuine conception of voidness does
not deny relative beings, but sees them as they are from the standpoint of
attained Nirvana and non-attachment. It denotes the basis by which relative
beings exist, and it is this that gives meaning to our existence.

As to the relation of these two conceptions of voidness, - the former may be

regarded as an instrument to lead people to the latter.
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Oro Island

Harukuni MIYAJI '

Oro Island belonging to Fukuoka Prefecture is situated about 30 km to the
northwest of Hakata Bay. Its circumference is only 4 km. Thirty-one families
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inhabit the island. Except for three houses in which teachers of the elementary
school live, the rest of the villages are engaged in fishing. Intermarriage is
common and all inhabitants are more or less related. The women work in the
fields, cultivating sweet potatoes, potatoes and wheat. But their crops are not
large and the people cannot feed themselves. Rice is not produced, and vegeta-
bles are very scarce.

There are several shrines, including Shichisho Shrine and a Takenomiya
Shrine on the island. The festival of the Shichisho Shrine takes place on
November 18-19 according to the lunar calendar. The system of am;mually select-
ing two families out of the thirty-one by lottery,l that is, the tOya system, is
still retained. Kabuki, which is performed by young people for three days each
year July 18-20, is dedicated to the kami, and constitutes the greatest form
of amusement for the people of the island throughout the year.

March 3 and September 9 are “women’s days” for the community. On
‘these days all the women of the island put on their best clothes and, carrying
their dinner with them, enjoy the whole day at the Takenomiya Shrine. During
these three days all household matters are taken care of by the men. This

interesting custom was started in Edo Period,
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