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‘Tolerance’ and ‘Truth’ in Religion

Gustav MENSCHING

The Thought of Tathagatagarbha and -
the Philosophy of Schelling

Koshiro TAMAKI

The Tathigatagarbha is considered to be a unity of its characteristics,
for instances, the belief (adhimukti), wisdom (prajfid), meditation (sa-
madhi) and compassion (karuna), but not the unified substance of them,
only that these characteristics are internally related with one another.
And so the connection between the Tathagatagarbha and its character-
istics is not the one between the substantia et attributa, but the belief,
wisdom, meditation and compassion is respectively the whole of Tatha-
gatagarbha. These characteristics in Tathagatagarbha are contrasted
with those of the sbsolute in Schellingphilosophy. The Absolute empha-
sizes to be oneself the reason (Vernunft) or the function of recognition,
and at the same time to be oneself the compassion. About the com-
passion Schelling says ‘die allgemeine, gegen alles gleiche und doch
von nichts ergriffene Einheit,’ namely, ‘die Liebe, die Alles in Allem
ist.” This thought is much similar to the compassion is Tathigatagarbha
that means ‘parama-snigdha-bhavaika-rasa-laksana’ (the mildst character
of unification) against all the creature. The Absolute and Tathagatagar-
prbha, however, differ one another as regards that the former emphasizes
its unity, being, substance and so on, the latter insists upon its em-

ptiness ($Gnyatd), ----



Radical Empiricism and the Religious
Thought of William James

Kiyoko TAKAGI

William James advanced a very untraditional view in the nineteenth
century. His theory of radical empiricism and his method of pragmatism
brought a new way of thinking to traditional Western philosophy.
On the basis of his idea of radical empiricism, he tried to explain
religion as a fact of human experience, rather than as a theoretical
problem, Thus, the three characteristics of his religious thought,
that is his idea of God, his (*helthy-mindedness” and “sick-soul”)
interpretation of religious attitudes, and his concept of the ego are
pragmatic-pluralistic-empirical. James treated religion in a very large
framework. To him, religion was a way of life, He emphasized this
point of view throughout his career. He wished to make philosophy
more concrete. However, his religious thought, on the whole is theistic.
In spite of his empiricism, James was forced to introduce certain su-
pernatural elements into his religion. He interpreted religion with
reference to the idea of pure experience which is a basic concept of
radical empiricism, but he could not treat religion exhaustively in terms
of pure experience. This, I think, is a very important and interesting
element in the religious thought of William James, because it seems to
clarify the heterogeneity of the Western way of thinking as well as the
homogeneity of the Eastern way of thinking, especially in regard to
religious thought.




Materials for the Date of Buddha’s Nirvana
Keisho TSUKAMOTO

The calculation of the date of Buddha’s nirvana is finally given under
two conditions. The one is an event as starting point from which the

date is calculated, the other is a number of years that had passed



since the Buddha’s nirvana. This paper deals with the latter,

The chronicles or traditions which tell us the number of years after

the nirvdna may be classified thus: 1) traditions of the Vinayapitaka,

2) chronicles in Ka$mir, 3)chronicles in Ceylon, 4)chronicles in China,

5) chronicles in Tibet and 6) traditions of the Jaina Scriptures.

The critical studies of the above mentioned materials set us five

classes of problem.

a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

Lists of the Magadhan kings and length of their reign.

Lists of the Acaryaparampard and traditions of Buddhist couneil.
Inscriptions of Adoka.

Vai4ili Council and the first schism of Buddhist schools.
Historical background of the compilation of the Puranas.



On the Evil-Around the Theory of Guardini

Kido TAcCHI

@ Man is filled with contradictions. The man, who lives for the death,
one side longs the god, other side yearns the beast, the dialectic unity
of this contradiction opens the human religious existence.

® Man is only in the God man. And this unity of contradiction is com-
pleted by the leap for the God. The evil is the moment of this leap.
® Man is superior in the liberty to the evil. The liberty, in the contradic-
tionary man, cannot be accomplished, so the human liberty is only' in
the God accomplished. And the evil is conquered through the liberty,

therefore the evil is not the problem of the philosophical anthropology,
but of the theological.



Recent Trends and Problems in the
Science of Religion

Teruji ISHIZU

The scientific study of religions was actually developed from the
seventh decade of the 19th century in Europe. In Japan, the science:
of religion had been studied as early as in there, strictly speaking, in
the eighth or ninth decade of the last century. The course in the
science of religion was established in Tokyo Imperial University and
other Universities in 1905 or later. Thus, the scientific study of
religion in Japan has the right to claim an unique and important
position in the history of the discipline.

The characteristics of the science of religion in Japan is, differing a
little from the european and american trends, the fact that, specialists-
proper in the field of the science of religion have been studying freely
the achievements and methods of studies in other relating fields, such
as psychology, sociology, philosophy and so on, and they have been
utilizing and developing them in their own field.

Therefore, it is very important for us, to classify and systematize
the various trends and methods of the studies.

The author made effort to clarify the poblem of integrating and
systematizing various problems in the field of science of religion in
home and foreign, which can be classified in these three fields : his-
torical study of religion, social scientific study of religion and philoso-
phical study of religion.

The author gave his special attention to the modern trend which
has an intention to study the basic structure, meaning and function of

the religious experience from the human ecological view-point.





