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On the Jhina of Early Buddhism

Yoshinori TAKEUCHI

The development of ethical idea in Early Buddhism is  chiefly
motivated by the religious experience of Jhana. It is precisely by
-means of the jhana-consciousness that in Earl, Buddhism, Indian
religion with its ethical implications could reach the highest stage
of its development as a real “world religion”. And wvice versa, this
“open” attitude of its religious heart and ethical mind, which is, to
use Bergsonian terminology, characteristic to every world religion as
against to the ‘“closed” one, essentially determines some features of
the jhana experience which are peculiar to Early Buddhism, while to
some extent the jhana and Yoga practices are common to all Indian
religion.

In order to help clarify the relationship between religion and
ethics, the author of this paper endeavours to trace back the original
meanings of such terms of Early Buddhism as panca-sila, indriyesu-
guttadvara sati-sampajaiifia, and jhana.

The gist of his conclusion is that the jha@na at its peak is nothing
but the action of divine love, whose stream gushes forth into the
world through the conduit of jhina concentration and is sublimated
into a feeling of absolute non-attachment.

The Origin of the Idea of Daemon in Ancient China.

——A Religious Study from the Divination Inscriptions——

Suetoshi IKEDA

The idea of deamon in ancient China, as is the case generally.
derived from the idea of the dead or spirits. My concern in this paper is
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to demonstrate this thesis through the pre-literate materials, i. e. the
Divindtion Inscriptions of Shang (p%) Dynasty (1300-1028 B.C.).

As it has been often pointed out that the attitude of the ancestors
towards the living has two phases, the friendly and the unfriendly,
the ancestors in ancient China were likewise deemed to take both
the benevolent and the malevolent attitudes, inflicting ill fortunes as
well as good, on the kings and the kigdam. Such were Skarg-Ti ( Lk
%) and Ti (4), the personal, highest gods. In this fact that the
ancestor gods could be deemed malevolent, lies indeed the reason
for them to be considered as daemons. As the same time, however,
they were thought to be the cause of the bad crops as well as of the
ill fortunes and diseases of the living. On the other hand, though
the word “Kuei” (i), etimologically means an ancestor god, in the
Divination Inscriptions, it did not bear the meaning, but meant a
malevolent being.

These facts show that in this period, the ancestor gods had already
demonic significance, and we can thus take it as the forerunner of
the later idea of daemon.

The Patterns and Stratums of the Function of Taboo
Shinjo TAKENAKA

In its phenomenal aspect, Taboo is very complexity, therefore
it has vast influences to the all aspects of human life.

But, its function to religious life has very deep-rooted foundation,
when to see from the stand-point of it has undivived relation to the
foundation of religious idea its substance. Stand on this essential
character of Taboo, writer could classified in moral and social func-
tion the practical aspects influencing to human life. And in these two
aspects, there is to be found basic stratum of religious function which
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Taboo has, as ritual acts on occasion—-—collapse and restoration of
ordinary life——of crisis of human life.

Of course, it to be said that Taboo is formulated on religious
character in essence and has arrangement unreligious world——profane
life——basing on this point, but writer hope the other chance would
to concerned with these religious function of Taboo.

On the Old Ceremony Inviting God.

Isao NISHIYAMA

This is clarified through the investigation of the Sansho Hachman
Shrine in Tokushima prefecture. The ceremony which invite God
from Heaven, on the 14th of October, is on old practice. I can not
explain what age it happened in, but I think it was practised from
time immemorial. The ceremony making use of the apparatus which
is named as “Onjaku” is sacred and solemm from beginning to end.

-1 will tell you, in this paper, one of the most aged ceremonies that

is without every knowledge.

A phase of the Jodo-Buddhism in Kamakuraera

-—Especially on the Time-theory of Ippen Shonin.—

Genryu SUTSUMI

It may be said that the Jodo-Buddhism of Chisin, called Ippen

' Shonin, contains various kinds of element, both noble and valgar.
However, the central (essential) point of his religion is to accept
and believe in the Wonder of My6gs, the Sacred Name, with radical
rejection of all human efforts of good works. The purpose of this
thesis is to understand his time-theory through examination of the
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main elements of his religious thought and finding out the meaning
of “Totai-no-Ichinen” (Hiko—7%) which is the ultimate point of his
religious experience. As far as I see, it may be stated that his time-
thecry is original in the point that it positively synthesizes futur-
centralism of the Jodo-Buddhism and Sanze theory (=) of Mahay-
ana-Buddhism from such a standpoint that may be called higher “Eternal
nyn’. The standpoint of higher “Eternal nyn” so [ like to call, frees
itself from the contemplative nature,common to that of the so-called
“Eternal nyn”.

It sees actual life under sub specie mortis and mains the whole
occupation by (is in) Myoga.

This is “Sanze sunawachi fchinen” (=t izdbh—4).

This is still the Jodo-Buddhism but also comes close to the Zen-
Buddhism which stands in the opposite side to the Jjodo-Buddhism.

The Idea of Gods (Deities) of Sumiyoshi Jindaiki

Minoru TSUBAKI

One of the oldest text (dated 731 A.D.) of the Japanese Myth,
Sumiyoshi Jindaiki (Book of Divine Age of the Sumiyvoshi Shrine,
Osaka) is the manuscript at least before the 10th century. It tells us
the different Theophany and Theogony between the Nihon Shoki (A.
D. 681-720) and the Kojiki (A.D.712?).

The Idea of Deities of this text summarized to 9 hypotheses:- - - -
1) Amaterasu-omikami (the great feminine Sun God of orthodox

Japanese Myth) is the Sun in a vessel (or coffin of Prince
Nagaya).
2) a) Sun deity (mas. ) married to feminine shaman in human figure.
b) Sun deity (fem.) is the deification of feminine shaman.
3) He reveals himself in human body from divine world to human
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world. cf. Siberian shamanism or Chinese religion; These
shaman ascend to Heaven.

4) Tama-shizume (requiem) is the revival of shaman whom jointed
to Tama (gem or spirit of ancestors).

5) Misogi(purification)is the ritual of Harai(diving)in ocean before 4).

6) The object of belief isnot the Sun God herself, but the fuculty
of real happiness of the human world, rich harvest of rice
crop, security of voyage, victory of war, etc.

7) Invisible Kamui (intangible deity) to Visible Kami (in human
figure) phonetic ideograms are changed at the end of the 8th
century. )

8) The growth of Idea of Human Deities (Kami) are become con-
fused with the word Kami (meaning above) in parallel, after

the 8th century.
Authoritarian Religion and Humanistic Religion.
Shigeru MATSUMOTO

This is a study of Erich Fromm’s theory of religion. Among his
various analysis, the distinction between ‘“‘authoritarian religion” and
“humanistic religion” will be discussed. According to Fromm, in
short, the essential element in authoritarian religion is the surrender
to a power transcending man, while humanistic religion is centered
around man and his strength. Comparison of these two types of re-
ligion is’ significant not only in the fundamental principles, but also
in the idea of God, faith, ethics and so on. After this discussion, a
few important meanings of this differentiation will be stated. And
then Fromm’s theory will be criticized in three points.





