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Translation Matters: Translating Japanese Religious Concepts into Other Languages

Waka in Religious Contexts: Issues in Translation

The Philosophical Dimensions of Translating and the Shugendo Case

Tourism and Translating Japanese Religions
Translating the “Kokoro” in Spiritual Care

Convener : OKUYAMA Michiaki
Molly VALLOR (Meiji Gakuin Univ.)
Andrea CASTIGLIONI ~ (Nagoya City Univ.)
Mia TILLONEN (Fuji Women's Univ.)
Timothy O. BENEDICT (Kwansei Gakuin Univ.)
Commentator : Cynthea BOGEL
Chair : OKUYAMA Michiaki ~ (Toyo Eiwa Univ.)

Scholars and students abroad interested in Japanese religions may
naturally begin their investigations by translations of primary sources
in their own language(s) or secondary sources on subject. Later,
however, they may endeavor to learn Japanese so they can directly
read Japanese texts—whether in modern or classical Japanese—or
even Chinese. As their interest deepens, and they begin specializing in
a subject related to Japanese religions, the researcher may notice that
they face linguistic challenges. This is because there are copious
Japanese materials not yet translated into other languages, and among
those that are, they may well be outdated. The student might wonder
how they should go about translating those works into their own
language.

This panel proposes to be a forum where international members of
the Japanese Association for Religious Studies and some guest
speakers can share their experiences from their academic career, with
a special focus on matters related to translation. Our panelists of
varying expertises—from classical and subjects of waka and
Shugendo to contemporary issues of tourism and spiritual care—are
invited to share their own ideas and insights on translation from
Japanese into English or other languages. They will refer to any or all
of the following in relation to conceptual, practical or technical issues
in translation:

1) How they learned to translate Japanese in a scholarly way into
another language? What are their tips, recommendations, and
cautionary tales?

2) What the biggest challenge they faced—and hopefully overcame—
in their own translation project?

3) What has been the most successful achievement in their own
translation project, whether on the level of a word, concept, idea,
phrase and paragraph—or the level of a scholarly article or book?

Our panelists are also encouraged to add, where possible, more
theoretical or philosophical issues on the subject of translation. Dr.
Cynthea Bogel joins this panel as the commentator. Cynthea is a
scholar of Buddhist visual culture in Asia and Japanese art history and
someone who has accumulated experiences related to translation as
the founding and chief editor for Journal of Asian Humanities at
Kyushu University (2016-2022), and through her own research and
writing.

Finally, the panel can present an opportunity wherein panelists and
attendees can freely discuss any relevant issue(s) with regard to
translation, especially within Japanese religions and its related fields.
Abstracts of each presentation follow.

Molly Vallor, “Waka in Religious Contexts: Issues in Translation”
This presentation will discuss waka in religious contexts and their
translation. Waka in such contexts a wide variety of poems, including
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verses contained in the imperial anthologies, votive sequences offered
at shrines and temples, didactic verses by monks and nuns, poems
attributed to kami and buddhas/bodhisattvas, as well as spell poems
(majinai uta or juka). Following a brief overview of the genre, I will
consider some of the specific conceptual, linguistic, and textual
challenges to translation. Finally, I will examine the existing body of
English translations in order to propose new possibilities for future
translations.

Andrea Castiglioni, “The Philosophical Dimensions of Translating
and the Shugendo Case”

This talk focuses on the philosophical implications linked with the
concept of translation starting from the famous Walter Benjamin’s
book, The Task of the Translator, published in 1921. After analyzing
Benjamin’s interpretation of translation as an unescapable
metamorphosis of the original text I discuss the notion of “afterlife”
(Ger. fortleben) in connection with the heteroglossic amplifications
that occur when religious works are translated and transmitted to other
cultures via different languages. In the conclusive part I take into
consideration some new perspectives on possible renderings of the
term Shugendd in English translation.

Mia Tillonen, “Tourism and Translating Japanese Religions”
Religious tourism involves not only the translation of texts from one
language to another, but also cultural interaction, in which translators
serve as mediators by providing visitors with an understanding of
religious places, practices, and objects. The researcher of religious
tourism further analyzes and translates these experiences to produce
academic texts. Therefore, translation is an essential part of both
religious tourism and its study. In this presentation, I will explore
different types of translation and discuss various strategies such as
domestication and foreignization, and their application in translating
religious objects and practices in the context of tourism.

Timothy O. Benedict, “Translating the ‘Kokoro’ in Spiritual Care”
The kokoro, a word that signifies the heart, the mind, the will, and
much more, is notoriously difficult to translate into a single English
word. While the heart and mind are often considered separately in
English, one representing the seat of emotions and the other the seat
of cognition, in the kokoro this distinction is blurred. This presentation
focuses on the challenges of distinguishing between care for the
“kokoro” and “spirituality”” of hospice patients at the end of life. It also
discusses how problems in translating the “kokoro” can help us better
understand the affective dimensions of Japanese religious identity
more broadly.
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