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JARS-KARS Joint Forum: Toward Post-COVID-19 Networking

Convener : FUJIWARA Satoko

Speakers : AHN Shin

(Pai Chai Univ.)

KOO Hyung Chan (Seoul National Univ.)

HONDA Aya
FuJil Shahei

(Hyogo Univ.)
(Tokyo Kasei Univ.)

Discussant : KAWASE Takaya (Kyoto Prefectural Univ.)
Chair : FUIIWARA Satoko (Univ. of Tokyo)

This forum is composed of four young and mid-career
scholars: two are invitees from the Korean Association for
Religious Studies (KARS) and the other two are members of
the Japanese Association for Religious Studies (JARS). It aims
to build scholarly networks suitable to the post-COVID-19
situation by reflecting upon the four scholars’ experiences in
conducting their research projects. In other words, the forum
not only gives a glance at notable examples of research
projects that have been going forward in each country but also
finds out what younger scholars of the two countries expect
from international networking with a focus on East Asia. It will
further discuss how both national associations and inter-
national associations such as the JAHR can support individual
scholars’ efforts in international collaborations.

There have been several attempts to establish an East-Asian
regional association for the study of religion in the last decades,
but it has increasingly become burdensome for national
associations to plan and host substantially large international
conferences. In addition, COVID-19 has forced many
associations to cancel their conferences, hindering scholars
from physically visiting each other. Nevertheless, COVID-19
has also changed our way of communication with a greater
variety of online options for meetings.

Against such backdrop, the four speakers as well as the
discussants of this forum will discuss:

--whether international networks and collaborations among
scholars of religion (either on particular research topics or on
the study of religion in general) will benefit young and mid-

career scholars, taking concrete examples from the four

speakers

--whether an East-Asian network will also be welcomed
--what are major challenges in building networks among East-
Asian scholars. (Obviously, language has been a stumbling
block for East-Asian scholars to participating in international
collaborations. Information will be shared as to whether recent
technological innovations have changed the situation for the
better.)

Speakers:

Prof. Ahn Shin, Professor of the Dept. of Christian Social
Welfare at Pai Chai University, specializing in phenomenology
of Korean religions and sociology of New Religions

Dr. Hyung Chan Koo, Lecturer of the Dept. of Religious
Studies at Seoul National University, specializing in the
cognitive science of religion

Prof. Aya Honda, Associate Professor of the Sociology of
Religion at Hyogo University, specializing in Buddhism and
gender studies

Dr. Shuhei Fujii, Lecturer of Tokyo Kasei University,
specializing in the cognitive science of religion

Discussant:

Prof. Takaya Kawase, Professor of the Dept. of History at
Kyoto Prefectural University, specializing in the modern
history of religions in Korea

Convener and Chair:

Prof. Satoko Fujiwara, Professor of the Dept. of Religious
Studies at the University of Tokyo, Secretary General of the

International Association for the History of Religions
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